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To the Riohr HoxnovuraBLE, 


GEORGE 


CARDIGAN, &c. 


My Lox, Fat Of 


Ncourag'd by Your Lordſhip's 
2 Permiſſion, I preſume to in- 
{cribe Your Name to the fol- 
lowing Sheets. The Author of them, 
Sir Richard Bulſtrode, was deſcended 
from a very ancient Family, to an 
Heireſs of which one of Your Lord- 
ſhip's Anceſtors was marry'd, and the 
Bulſtrodes now living have Reaſon to 
A 2 ac- 


Full Honour to chem, that the Rag 


5 Eric F Devicarony, 
Acknowledge it, as they do, to be go 


of Carnican quarters their Arms. 
My Lord, it would be next to ims 


Ae 


that Your 


555 Se rvices; at E213 times _—_ d 
on them. They have for many Ages 


ERA 


and Glee were the peneral 
Good of Mankind : 25 delighted 
in ohligi ging others, ; and we * a R 
to. (ce them pleas d with dei Bounty : ; 
They. have beer ROT. or relje- b 
1 1 in, 5 and 5 98 ” 
Ting Ertüe it in _ "Sis 5 4 
Theſe and many other ertues Tra 
| 5 Inheritance 1 in Your. Lordſhip, a, and 
v'd from + Your. "Anceſtors va 
Yr Blood. Ny Lord, Teng 
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neee 
23 1 Wöuld wy | 
rial'of dial eo 
Nos: Nattire'hasidone 
ito A Hands: ant repreſented fal- 
rer Ideas than Lcan deſcride+; She s 
endow'd You with all her Bleſſings ; 
With a Graceftilticfs of Perſon , 865 
cellenee of Underſtanding, Largeneſs 
Win Integrity, and Juſtice 
of Principles, with Humane yz Affa- 
bility, and many other Qualicies, far 
abo iny Peſcripton, and that ould 
ſire 85 from che Cenfire of ' Flarz 
wy; even though 1 ſhould launch 
ito; 4 Pmepytick. Tr stieg i qi 
kw chene go e Lord; in your 
Regard, has bees more viſe than u 
ſual: or ſhe frequently. honours and 
LY enriches others to her own: Diſgrace ; 
* but ſhte participates in the Praiſe, and 
„commends her own Wiſdom, in what 
dhe has beſtow'd on Your Lordſhip 35 
Wealth is of ſome Value in Your 
Harde; and ſo good an Uſe is made 
of Your great Eſte that even _ 
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Ferris: Devicartory. 
does not wiſh it leſs. Be pleas'd, my 
Lord, to give me leave to ſpeak to 
You in the Words of Horace, which 


are fo juſtly applicable to Your 
Lordſhip.- 


Non In Corpus eras 2 ine Peblore : Di 


_ Tibi Formam, 


Dii Tibi Divitias dederunt, mex 
— | 


But Ic come to beg Rea not 
to give Praiſe: And my greateſt Am- 
bition, which I beſeech Your Lord- 
ſhip to pardon, is, to ſubſcribe my 
fel with the "moſt profound _ 
million and Relpen, 


My Loxy, 
ur Lordſbiy 4 moſt at 
and met obedient Servant, 
2 of 
E. BrssHE. | 
8 bod | Cor 
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PREFACE 


INCE moſt of the Nations of Europe 
0 haue fg engag'd in Wars, bow dif- 


ficult it ba J een to come at the true 
Knowledge of publick Occurrences, is 

evident from bo 47 erent Relations, that 
baue been given us 7 them: _ would al. 
moſt think, that we had not only engag'd in 
Leagues and. Confederacies againſt one ana- 
ther, hut that all of us in general were en- 
terd into one Grand Alliance, and had una- 
nimouſly declar d War againſt the Truth of 
Hiftory.s So artfully diſmgenuous have we 
ſewn our ſelves in extenuating, diſguiſing, 
and concealing our own Loſſes, and in mag- 
nifying, miſrepreſenting, and publiſhing thoſe 
of the adverſe Party. Had the Common Ene- 
my been ſeven Tears ago brought to that low 
Condition, to which it was then induſtriouſly 


given out that be was, when it was even 


44. mad 
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- EG 7 Mark of Diſafeftion to fg R- 
N the contrary, we ſbould not at this 


Day-e-thus divided in Opinion concerning 4 


> honourable Peace, nor perplex'd-with 
Uncertainty, whether it were heft to en. 


ter into a Treaty upon the Preloningries now 


i ee, AH r 
1 ar this Miſrepre ieh the true Po. 
a yr be. for far indulg d 


2 0 an 72 ve Meaſure pnb- 
h from ra political MI Re "of State; *evt- 
"Fg 5 Tk concern'd being deſirous, ; nay, 
Aer ming it 975 abſolite Neben, 10 kerp up 
The almoff dejectsi Hearts ufibeir-diſpizited 
1 2 l, FA age We 55 Ker. 
: — "= Ct repeated | 
4 £ open. 2 2 bloody; ehe. 
Ws avid eme ently deſtrudtiue Mar. Thi 
per aps.) my n leen the chjtfi Reſon, i 
5 1 cnn diſcovers ub other, ) chats n hade 
A rl l fem oof be Phintes „tab are nom 
1 ee in Nen ro cönniue ar thei. great 
Number oft fein rilbus Hing Panghlits, aff .- 
ell New Puper, as» others,» and t permit 
Wh be pub \and:ſpreadabroad through-M - 

"dirt all it hein Nominions, impunibly and avith- 
ae rhe" lepfComroul: I brug Uher ij, An 
my dne elbe has readut Relations they 
Hude given us,” with the lat, that is, with 
Wire Attention't thang hey deſerve „ may bar 
done ſoe too; hat ull abe Attions, which, dui 4 
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Abe Pakr dE 
ring e Courſe'of this ar, bave "OY 


pen A hetween the Armies abroal, bete been 
related in the ſame manner, 5 4 
5 ame Mordr. So miſcrabl are theſs' 
L Serthlers. put to their ſhifts for 
Winks end eb manner of Lying, ro Fill 
up the aleng heir Papers." 2 _ 
e —— 15 very modeſt if l lay 
Claim co the V or a leut ti n 125 
Bartel; for, excepting. in-the> Butte ls of 
Landen and Turin, TA the Aki rages 


| 3 N 8 0 "firike the -Eye: 4 of "the | 


Ic rd, and 10 ledue N an 
La rig, 4:2 Be har always kill d: 7:4 
many of the uemier, - as be laſt of bis own 


'Troops.y.orvelſe' be came off with little Loſs, 


5 were bis. 9) euer ale bl, has 


Wale Camp. by the. Wee oor 55 ru 


gat be better of the: Day, has ueber ful 
to muguiſy his Advantages. 3 i 


He bas routed bis Enemzes to rar Degtes, 
that, at ue taere told, We had riafon to 


believe; they ανάu.. never be able toro cruit 


and macie his Retreat in good: Order : Be. 
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their mies, nor ever mater Pew their Fa- 1 


ces in 4 Camp To this we, 
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bas. beheld ths Hydra, with two 

Heads ſprouted out in the room of one that 
v, cut eff; and we have met in the Field 
4 more terrible Monſter to encounter. | Their 
Narratives of other Matters of Fact are of 
the like Stamp, and I appeal to any impar- 
tial Perſon what Credit is to be given to them. 
The Governments themſelves bore no doubt, 
had more authentick Advices ;, tho, as I 
binted before, have, for certain Rea- 
fons of State, fuffer'd theſe Impoſitions to 
be Poſt- Man'd and Poſt-Boy'd upon the Pub- 
lick. And with this As theſe im- 
perfect and lying Relations are bungled and 
patch'd up together, and. paſs currently with 
. for: what they falſely md ſand 
call themſelves, The 2 of the Reigns 
of our Sovereigns. But theſe impudlent 
News-Writers flop not here, for they preſume 


70 intrude into the Councils and Cabinets of 


Princes, and give the World an Account of 
what paſſes, and is reſolv'd on there, as well 


in regard to our own Affairs as thoſe of Fo- 


reign States. An Inſolence without Exam- 
ple, till of late Days. 

Now, that the fallbwisg Letters may not 
be thought to deſerve as little Credit as the 
Relations of which I have been ſpeaking ;, 
and that too the rather, becauſe they treat 
of Affaire of the ſame Nature : it will be 


neceſſary 
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The PRETAcx. 
neceſſary to premiſe; in a few Words, what 
they contain, and by whom , as well as ts 
_ they were written. ds 
Firſt then, They were written in the Year 
1674, all of them, except two to Sir Robert 
Southwell, to tbe Earl of Arlington, then 
Secretary of State, by Sir Richard Bulſtrode, 
who then reſided at the Court of Bruxelles, 
as Agent for King. Charles the Second, and 
they contain the Hiſtory of all the remarkable 
Tranſattions in the Low Countries, in Al- 
ſatia and Burgundy, during the Campaign of 
that Tear, when the Imperialiſts, Spaniards, 
and Dutch were engag'd in War againſt the 
French. This was that Campaign in which 
was | fought the memorable Battel of Seneff, 
between the Confederates. under the Command 
1 the Prince of Orange, and the Army of 
rance commanded. by the Prince of Conde; 
which I chuſe particularly to mention, that 
the Reader may take notice, that it is no new 
Cuſtom for both Sides to aſcribe to themſelues 
tbe Honour of the Victory; for they did ſo even 
then, and made Rejoicings too every where 
for it. Theſe Letters evidently ſhew to which 
ſide it inclin'd, and whoever reads them will, 
I believe, be of Opinion, that this Relation 
F that Battel is the only impartial and true 
Account of it, that is yet any where extant. 
We may affirm the ſame too of the other Oc- 
currences that are here related; as of the 
* Account 
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1 Wr wwe dere ignorant rhę Arb Wee 
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# To Purely: olatory | 
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Bebames Compo tres of this 15 ure, * dbz 
| ohey” are "written as They ought to "EP & 
$ require not elabornte- Eletancies, Fe 
ul hade only a native Cleirneſs and Bre. 
| he EN WH foonld nor confift 'of *Fulſome' Cong. 
but ould have a ERS kind "of 
aß and Fantibariy., 10 affect only't 
een of thoſe +6" them they ure "REP 
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fanithe ſubmiſſiue Exgreſſun the r 
tle (ungen of kun Letters, as. 
Wy felf low at your Lord- 


# Quality 50 ane \rowards anotbir. in Whoſe. 
Times tho' nom laid aſide; nav, I cou d 
give tiiftantes\gfi Subſexiptions more. bumble,” 
and abjett int le Letarsof ſcveral Envoys, &c. 
ſome off. whom are nom living, 'than are to 
be found, any,"wbete in bur Author... | 
It ceill be neceſſary; in the next Place, to. 
gige Jame-: Ac countr\of our Author a 
ſerve rather. for the Information of hit Rea. 
ders, than for the: Jneneaſe of bis Fame, 


which: ande not im med of ny foch Helge © 8 


zo eftabliſh 7 Rz Fun rn 

He was deſeendtd of the e "Fanta 
of Bulſtrode, in the County of Bucks. Their. 
pri Name 1b Shobbington, and came ro he. 


chang'd-into. that f Balſtrode by. this res, 


gee £108 e ꝛeohich 1 have learn 72 
from Jie of the:., Family themſelves. 
Story, at they report th, +7uns this. Ne 
Willa liam the ' Contuenor had ſubdu this 
Ki ren to his Obedience, be granted the E. 
ate of the Shobbington's, whoſe capital Seat, 
now. likewiſe tall d Bulſtrode's., was fi fua- 
ted in the middle'of a fine Park, by Gerard's 


Croſs near Beaconsfield, and bad been in thei. 


44nd, y for ſeocrat Ages Pejores- 10. a certain.” 
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The Pxzrace. 
Norman Lord who came over with bim : of 
which the Shobbington, bb then enjoy d it, 
having notice, he reſolu d rather to die upon 
the Spot, than tamely to ſuffer himſelf to be 
turn'd out of Poſſeſſion of that Inheritance, 
which had deſcended to him from bis Ance- 
flors. In this Reſolution he arm'd bis Ser. 
wants and his Tenants, wwhoſe Number was 
very conſiderable. Upon which the Norman 


Lord, who had Advice of it, obtain d of the 
| King Aa thouſand of his Regular . ro 


belp bim to take Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate by 
Force: whereupon Shobbington apply'd bim- 
felf to his Relations and Neighbours to afſift 
bim; and the two ancient Families of the 
Hambden's and Penn's too Arms, together 
with their Servants and Tenants, * cams 
to bis Relief. When they were all joyn d, 
Zhey caſt up Works, whoſe Remains appear to 
this Day, in the Place where the Park now 
iz; and the Norman Lord, with his Forces, 
came and encampd before their Intrench- 
ments. Now whether it were that they 
wanted Horſes, or not, is uncertain; but 
the Story $989, That having manag'd a par- 
cel of Bulls, they mounted them, and ſally. 
ing out F their Intrenchments in the Night, 


ſurpriz'd the Normans in their Camp , 


killd many of them, and put the reit to 
Flight. The King having Intelligence of it, 
and not thinking it ſafe for him, while his 


Power 
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Power was yet nem and unſertled, to driue «- 


and obſtinate People to Deſpair, 9 
ms to an , to . 8 14 2 

3 omis*'d Shobbington 4 
duct, i be would come to poder, which 


Shobbington accordingly did, riding thither 
a Bull, Being mntroduc'd into the Royal 


Preſen e, the Kine aſt'd him bis Demands , 
and why | be alone * 'd to refit, when the 
reft of the King dom bad ſubmitted. to bis Go- 
vernment , — own d him for their Soue- 


reign f Shobbington anſwer d, That he t 


bis Anceſtors had long been Inhabitants of 
this Iſland, and had enjoy'd that Eſtate for 
many Tears; that if the King would 


Predeceſſors. The King ave bim bis * 


Word, that he would, immediately 1 | 
Nate 


ed him the free Enjoyment of his 
Upon Sree Family . from thence 
call'd Shobbington, alias Bulſtrode; but in 
Proceſs of Time the firſt Name was " diſcon- 
tinued, and that of Bulſtrode only has re- 
nam d to them, The Truth of thts Story is 
not ny confirm d ly long Tradition in the 
2 ly, but by feveral Memoirs which they 
bave ſtill remaining, and by the Ruins of the 
Works, that are to this Day ſeen in the Park 
of Bulſtrodes, as well as by the Creft of 
their Arms, which is, a Bull's Head _ 8d 
Ules, 


De C. 


permit 
him to lep it, be would become his Subject, 
and be faithful to him, as he had been to = 


| 


= . r A . 
2 — 1 ——- 2 


— 2 * 
— — 


—— 


- 


— 2 , 2 — 


92 


Gules; De, ee Wings Sa- ; 
ble. M Ae f Bulſtrodes remain i in, 
ie detd be, the Seat, of the Family, 
ach forty Wari ago, When: 8 
| * . gahd hat ſince paſs'd. hre euer 
Fa. - The: El Fort land vom, digt. 
mn nberitance rum Ii Rather, reh wy. 
eb la that fue it. tu LOR 
E 2 2 | 7 Aut har. OLIN Y n er | 
i. Nachard Bulſtrode was: thou! BFA | 
Tear of* air. Lord 16 10, He was H el: 
20 41 San of Edward Bulſtrode of the 2 
Temple, %, 4 very. earned Lawyer, a gp. 
pelt bis, Rat of Reports, a Work in; 
great Hftem to this Day. . The: 2 Tears: of 
Aut Tub tber, at Yſmal, ſpent. at School" 
whence: he tds remov'd to Pembroke Hall 5 
in. Cambridge, here he continu d hit Sus: i. 
dies. for \\ ſeveral. Tears.:, bi 75 35 being ten Bl ti: 
about twenty three. Tears. 4. Ares: be terit 2 i of 
Poem on the Birth of t be f;York, | hy 
WW  rwhich\4s:/till extant in the ColleBions he BY 14: 
Beam of tbat Univerſity. From: Cambridge 
be dent to the Inns. of Court, and ud en- 
ter d in the, ſame, Houſe with his Fathers: 
He became 4 Barriſter at Lam, „ and pra 
dis d as ſuch! till the breaking out of the . 
Civil'Wars; auen his Affection to the King's 
_ Cauſe ae ſau quit the Gomn, and drem 
Dim to the Amp where be bebav'd himself 
ad ſo much. Krull, By avery, and 45, 
n 5 uct 
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dud, that King Charles the 1** ſoon made 
bim Adjutant General of bis Arm, and af- 
terwards Quarter-Maſter General; in which 
Paſt be continued to ſerve till the diſbanding 
of the Ling' s Forces at Truro. OS 

IWben that. unnatural Rebellion. 74 
ended, and Hing Charles the 24 happily 
reſtor d, aur Author after ſome Tears Atten- 
dance on the Court, and being nom above 
ſaxty years Age, vas at le 1 in Reward 
of. his long and faithful Services to the 
Crown, ſent. to reſide at Bruſſels in Quality 
of. Agent for that Prince; and from thence 
be torit theſe, Letters, with which we here 
preſent the Publick. * 

In the Tear 1675. he return'd to England 
10 give the King an Account f bis Negotia- 
tions, with which bis Majeſiy was ſo well 6 
tf) d, that he conferr'd on him the Honour 
of Knighthood , and in a. few Mont ht ſent 
him back again to that Court. with the Cha- 
rafter of bis Reſident there, This is confirm'd 
by the Credential Letters , which the King 
writ in his behalf to the Duke de Villa Her- 
moſa, then Governour General of the. Spaniſh 
Netherlands, and which are as follows, 
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dy; doo; Ewa 'D; 


NMuffriflimo & Ex- 
cellentiſſimo Do- 
mino Carolo de A- 
rogana, Duci de 
Villa Hermfa 

Comiti de Luna, 

_ © Sereniflimi Hiſpa- 
niarum Regis, in 

Provinciis Belgicis 

Burgundiaq; Pre- 

os: fete Generali, A- 
mico Noſtro Cha- 


riſſimo. 


Arolus Secundus, 
Dei Gratid Mag- 
ne nme Fran- 
. berni Rex, 
Fidei Defenſor G. 
Iuſtrifſimo &. Ex- 
cellentiſſimo Domino, 
Carolo de Arogana , 
Duci de Villa Her- 
moſa, Comiti de Ln- 
na, Sereniſſimi Hiſpa- 
niarum Regis, in Pro- 
vinciis Belgicis Bur- 
gundiaq; Præfecto Ge- 
nerali, Amico noftro 


Grace of God King of 


To the WWiſtrious 
and bees E 
Lord, Charles de 
Arogana, Duke de 
Villa Hermoſa , 
Count de Luna, Go- 
vernour General, for | 
the moſt Serene King 
of Spain, in the 
Provinces of the 
Netherlands and 
Burgundy, Our 
moſt Dear Friend. 


Harles the Se- 
cond, by the 


Great Britain, France 
and Freland, Defen- 
der of the F aith, Oe. 
To the moſt Illuſtri- 
ous and moſt Excel- 
lent Lord, Charles de 
Arogana, Duke de Vil 
la Hermoſa, Count 
de Luna, Governour 
General, from the 
Part of the molt Se- 
rene King of Spain, 
2 Chariſſim 
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Charifſimo ſalutem. 
Wuftriſſime & Er- 
cellentiſſime Domine, 
Amice | Chariſſime 5 
Diletus &. Hdelis 
Subditus noſter Ri- 
chardus Hulſtrode, 
quem unted Chara- 
dere Agentis noſtri 
indutumhruxellis com- 
morari mandavimuus, 
miper ad Nos re- 
diit, inter alid quæ 
Nobis expoſuit, de 
Excellentiæ Veſtræ af- 
fectu erga Nos &- 
erga Subditos Noſtros 
benevolenti4 ampliſſi- 
me locutus, Eun- 
dem Richardum Bul- 
ſtrode jam Bruxellos 
remittimus , Refiden- 
tis Noſtri Titulo , & 
Eguitis Aurati digni- 
tate Auctum; ut ſci- 
at Excellentia Ve- 
ſtra eum Nobis in 
priori Miniſterio ſuo 
placuiſſe : Neq, Ex- 
cellentiæ Veſtre diſ- 
plicuiſſe credimus, ex 


of the Provinces of 
the Netherlands ans 
of Burpunay 

moſt a I 
Greeting, Moſt Illu- 
ſtrious and moſt Ex. 
cellent Lord, moſt 


Dear Friend; Our 


Beloved and Faithful 


Subject Richard Bul- 
rode, whom We ſent 


formerly to reſide at 
Bruſſels with the Cha- 
racter of Our Agent, 


-return'd lately to Us: 


Among other Things 
of which he has in- 
form'd Us, he has 
ſpoken at large of 
your Excellency's Af- 
fection towards Us, 
and of your good 
Will to our Subjects. 
We now ſend back 
the ſame Richard Bul- 


rode to Bruſſels in 


Quality of Our Reſi- 
dent, having like- 
wiſe conferr'd on 
him the Honour of 
Knighthood , that 
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Literis quas Ipſa duo- 


decimo die Decembris 


noauviſſime X: 1 


per eum „ ri 
Nobis 4 
Habet, . 


V. Meran ſummo (quo 
fas ent) honore pro- 
ſequi, & quamdiu in 
illis Provinciis hæ- 
ſerit, non magis No- 
firis &. Noſtrorum 
Rehus, quam Amici- 
tie, 'que Nobis cum 
Sereniſſimo Rege Ca- 
tholico intercedit, ſe- 
dulò inſervire.. Oua- 
re non dubitabinus 
quin Excellentia Ve- 
tra prediffum Re- 
Jidentem Noſtrum be- 
nigne acceprura / it, ei- 
| demg, i in omnibus, qu 
Nomine Noſtro protu- 
lerit, ſidem habitura, 
de cateris Fxcellen- 
tiam Veſiram Do- 
mini Opt. Max, Tute- 
le ex Animo commen- 


aamus. Dab, in Pal- 


latio Noſtro deWhite- 


ſtry 
lieve that he has been 


thoſe Provinces, to be 


vour Excellency may 
now, that We are 
well ſatisfy'd with 


A him, in the Diſcharge 


of his former Mini- 
Nor do We be- 


diſpleaſing to your 
Excellency, by the 
Letters you writ to 


Us, of the 12" of 


Det ciber laſt paſt, 
which We receiv'd 


by his Hands. He has 


Inſtruct ions from Us 
to pay al due Re- 
ſpect to your Excel- 
lency, and as long 
as he continues in 


no leſs diligent in cul- 
tivating the Friend- 


ſhip there is between 
Us and the moſt Se- 
rene Catholick King, Y © 
than.in taking Care of } 


Our and Our Subjects 
Affairs. Wherefore b 
We doubt not but 7” 
your Excellency will 5 


kindly receive Our 
Ball 
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ball 26 die Fanua- ſaid Reſident , and 

m 167 give Credit to him in 

| all Things he ſhall 
make known to you 
in Our Name. And 
ſo We heartily com- 

mend your Excellen- 
cy to the Protection 
of the Almighty. Gi- 
ven at our Court at 
Whitehall the 28th 
day of January, 167. 


Excellentie Veſlire Your Excellency's 
Bonus Amicus, Good Friend, 


— 
CAROLUS R. CHARLES R. 


Sir Richard Bulſtrode contimid Ræſident 
at Bruſſels till the Death of King Charles the 
2", when his Succeſſor King James the 20 
conferrd on him a yet higher Honour, and 
made him his Envoy at the ſame Court, where 
he ſerv'd the Crown in that Miniſtry, till 
his unfortunate Maſter was forc'd to retire 
into France: whither bis faithful Envoy 
ſaon follow'd him, and ended his Days at 
the Court of St. Germans, Octob. 3. N. S. 
£2 being 
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being a bundred and ons Tears old and t 
Months. 

He was twice marryd His fir Wifz 
was Daughter of Edward Dineley of Charl- 
ton, near Eveſham, in the County of Worce- 
ſter, Eſq;, and Sitter to Sir Edward Dineley 


lately aeceas'd By her he had two Sons, who 


are both living. Whitlock Bulſtrode, Eſq, 
the youngeit of them, a Barriſter at Law. is 

now one of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe. And 
his honourable Gentleman gives me leave to 
aſſure the Publick, that he has ſeen the Ori- 
ginals of theſe Letters, ant knows them to 
be bis Father Hir Richard Bulſtrode's own 
Hand-writing : which ought to be Satisfa- 
Gon enough to the World chat they are genu- 
Ine, and render it needleſs to give any Ac- 


count how we @me by them. 


His ſecond Wife was Daughter of M. Stam- 


ford, who was Envoy to the Court of Eng- 
land from the Duke of Newbourg, nom Ele- 
For Palatine of the Rhine. By ber be has 


Teft behind him three Sons and four Daugh- 


ters, ſeveral of whom are under twenty years 
of Age; but bis eldeſt Son nom living, whom 


be bad by his wo Wife, is K. one and 


upwards. 


He enjoy'd a wonderfil Ra of Mind 
and Srrovgrt of Body to the very lait. After 
be was foxrſcore Tears old and more, he 
2would often talk twelve Miles in a Morning, 

and 
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and ſtudy as many Hours in a Day. And tho 
it may ſeem a. Paradox, old tho he was, it 
cannot ſtriciſy be ſaid, that he dyd of old 
Age « The Diſeaſe that carry'd him off, was 
à a Stoppage at bis Stomach, caus d by an In- 
digeſtion : Nevertheleſs had proper Remedies 
been apply'd, be might, in all probability, 
have worn out ſeveral Tears longer But his 
Phyſician , who underſtood his Conſtitution, 
being out of the way, thoſe that were ſent 
for to his Relief, durit not, by reaſon of his 
Age, give bim a'Vomit ;, the want of which, 
tis thought, haſten d his End. © 
He was accompliſh'd with all manner o0 
Abilities for the greateſt Buſineſs : He per- 
fectly underſtood the Intereits of Princes, and 
the Arts and Intriegues of Courts, and often 
tranſacted Affairs of the utmpſt Importance : 
In all which he ever bebav'd himſelf with in- 
defatigable Integrity, and unſuſpected Secrecy. 
And certainly his Conduft muſt baue been ve- 
ry unblameable, which had been try'd in Bu- 


ſmeſs of the bighe(t Conſequence, and pra- 


His'd in the bazardous Secrets of Courts and 
Cabinets, and yet nothing diſgraceful was 
ever alledg'd againit it. | 
| He was throughly acquainted with the an- 
cient and the modern Languages, and had 
been very converſant in the Lecture of the 
bett Authors; which he not only retain'd in 
a 4 bis 
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his Memory, but had digeſted likewiſe in his 
7 e With theſe Advantages. be left 
behind him ſeveral Treatiſes f his own com- 
poſing ;, as the Lives of his three Maſters, 
King Charles the 1**, King Charles the 24, 
and King James the 2d, and Eſſays on ſeve- 
ral Subjeets with all which we hope to 
oblige the Publick in a ſbort time; none of 
them having yet ſeen the Light, except the 
Life of King James the 2%, which has been 
lately printed at Rome. His Eſſays are ve- 
ry much commended by judicious Perſons to 
whom he had ſhewn them in his 3 : 
He deſign'd them for the Preſs, and we ex- 
ect that they will er long be tranſmitted 

hither for that purpoſe. RENT, 
When be was above eighty Tears of Age he 
compor'd in Latin Verſe 185, as well Ele- 
zes as Fpigrams, all of them on divine Sub- 
jecte. Thoſe likewiſe be intended to be prin- 
ted, and ſome time before bis Death, ſem 
them over. to his Son, Whitlock. Bulſtrode, 
Eſq; for that purpoſe : But this worthy 
Gentleman, reflecting with good Reaſon, that 
a Book of Divine Poems would perhaps agree 
hut ill with the Temper of the preſent Age, 
which ſeems to delight more in War, than in 
Piety, has hitherto kept them to himſelf, and 
reſerves them fur a more favourable Opportu- 
nity, However to give the World a "= of 
ak | Them, 
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them, as _ as of bit Eſſays, we have here, 
till they ar publiſb d together in one Volume, 
ſubjoin'd pay of Yo Mews, together with 
a Letter, which, a few Tears ago,” he writ 
to bis above-mention d Son, on the Subject of 
Retirement. : And thus we conclude this fore 3 
Account of our Author. 0 
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 .  Foemata Sacra. 


A D 


Candidum Lectorem. 
Com quiquondam ſcrigh i florentibus o_ 


Mollia, nunc meſtis carmina ſcribo mods ; 

Qui mibi Sacratæ difant ſcribenda Camænæ 
Dum veris Elegi fietibus ora rigant. | 

Sed reſonante tubd quid inepte carmina ſcribo? 
Non quadrant Muſis tempora noſtra piis. 

Tempers plena malis, & que pejora timemus, 
Tempora fortunss invidiels mers. 

8 cripſimus iſta tamen quam vit mibi nulla voluptas 
Scribendi triſti carmina duct a manu. 

Nec Leto poſſum werſus componere vultu, 
Non nobis miſeris convenit ille lepos. 

Induo lugubres vultus, & ſic color ater 
Carminibns melins convenit iſte meu. 

Grande opus aggredior, Lector tudioſe, labori 
Annue, dum par vo carmine magna liquor. 
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Exue orudeles animos pauliſper amicos' nr: 


"IM. 


© Tudue, cenſorem te decet eſſe. meum. * 


Nee dedigners fteriles de meſſe maniples, \ * ; | R 


* 


- Quos dat nan fallax, ſed male culim ager. 


Par va licet mea dona, bilari tamen accipe vultu jb 


Hec ſacros Vates gloria ſela decet. 
Diſpliceat front atra licet ſum fetus Olympo, 


Fetaque ſunt ſummo carmina noftra Deo. 


Nomine tuta ſuo ſe oſtendunt, & ſua facta 
Me licet immerito vate canente canunt. 
Nil agiuant mortale, Deus, Deus ipſe canentis 
Appirat cæptis illius igne calent. A 
Wins urgentur ſtimulis, illoque premente 
Numine, non hominem carmina noſtra ſonant: 
Vertice ab «thereo Cbriſtum decanto migrantem, 
Qualiter intatid Virgine factus homo, 
Si quos protulerim non dignos vivere verſus, 
Et qui debueraut nocte filente premat, 
Torpuit ingenium noſtrum torpente ſenecta 
Dedidicit numerys currere Muſa ſus. 
Nam ſubeunt anni fragiles & inertior &t as - 
Imminet & vitæ frigida bruma meg, 
Nunc mibi Bulſtrodo mea ſecta labantia nutant. 
Nec vigor eft animi, ſerpit in ofſa gelu. 
Tempore mutato mores mutantur & ipſi. 
Mutato ſtudio nec mihi ſum quod eram. 
Et celeri curſu dum tranſit. ſerior ætas 
Penitet heu primos preteriiſſe dies. 
Me piget ig na du ftudizs luſiſſe ju ventam 
Sæmina & incultum mereo jacta ſolum. 
Sed ſero ſapimus, nimium ſors Lector amica 
Impediit ſtudiu invigilare mes. EO 
Dum fortuna favet mens ebria ſurgit in altum, 
Optima ſors hominum peſſima corda facit, 
Sepe donum eſt caruiſſe honss, & ferre moleſta 
Nam proſunt mul:zs triſt ia, læta nocent, | 


Af 
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Aft humiles animi ſunt rebus («pe ſub arcts 
Diſcinctos mores fata ſiniſtra fugant. 
Fræna det ingenio ju venilihus imperet anni: 
Optatum ingreditur qui pietatꝭ iter. 
Libertas ſervire Deo eſt, huic ſubdert diſcat 
Qui ſibi ſerviri libera colla velit. 
Ergo Deo grates habeo, quas debeo ſummes, 
Ouod patrio affect me per acerba tulit. 

Et licet invalido langueſcant corpore vires 
Attamen intrepide quae toleranda feram. 
Excelid quoque mente valo, vultuque ſereno 
Tam que diſpliceant, quam placitura pati 

Viribus infra us patiar quæcunque jubebit 
Et lætd accipiam triſtia fata manu. 
Dumque mihi. tribuat numerari in ſorte ſuorum 
Talia go ſaſtinuiſſe _ Ip 
Nilque mee refert pattie valedicere, p 
22 fugilſe — ſic rediiſſe Deo. 


—— 


Luc. 1. Zacharias Angelo non credens obmu- 
teſcit. 


UM ſenior vates, cultor pietatis & æqui, 
Proterit aſſiduo limina Sancta pede; 
Inque tuis adytis, rerum Pater alme, moratur, 
Ferventes referens in tua templa preces; 
Thuricremos aris dum rite accenderart i 
Ut daret & Solymis debita thura focis 
Aſtitit oranti, claraque in luce refulfit 
Angelus, ztherea miſſus ab arce Dei: 
Ur ſtetit, expavit vates; dextraque trementi 
Thura cadunt; currit tota per oſſi tremor : 
Angelus attonitum recreans hæc ore proſatur; 
Audivit veſtras en Deus ipſe preces: 
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Cui mendax uteri ſpem ſzpe juventa feſellit, | 
Id modo ſupplebit ſera ſeneQa tibi: 00 
Fertilis Elizz tumefient viſcera prole, 
| Er Præcurſorum progenitura Deo eſt. 
NRidet Io, ſterili modo triſtis Eliza juventa. 
| Ridet Io, ridens altera Saca redit ; 
Et jam mater anus, quæ ſe vix ante ferebat ; 
la feret prolem, (ſarcina grata) marem : - 
Nec dubita, Vates, tua conjux obſita canis, 
Intumuiſſè finus ſentit Eliza ſuos : a 
Et quod non peperit ſol tot vertentibus annis, 
Ad paucos patiet Luna novena dies. 
Prodromus en Verbi veniet; vox ultima priſcis 
Vatibus, ut verbo ſit tuba prima ſuo : 
Fortunate ſenex, tot demum meſſibus aQis, 
| Ergone ſementis jam tibi tempus erit ? 
| | Quam felix dicère Pater geniture Prophetam, 


Quo non majorem ſæcla tulere Patrum. 
Obſtupuit vates, nec nuncia credit Olympi 
Scilicet exſuperant nuncia mira fidem : 
Miranti interea muteſcit lingua Prophetz. 

Et grave quod peccat cor, ſua lingua luit. 
Quippe Deo vatis qui credere neſciit error, 

Error ſive timor vincula cæca dedit: 
Angelus & ſtrictis linguam compeſcit habenis, 

Ut vocem Patri Filius ipſe daret. 


Luc. 1. De Annuntiatione B. M. Virginis. Et 


Aliger æthereus celſo delapſus Olympo, In 
Ut mandata Dei rite miniſter agat, 
Poſt iter immenſum, volucremque per aëta curſum, MW In 
Nazaridis ſubiit limina caſta domus: 
Aſt ubi virgineo radians jubar ore tuetur, Ta; 
Credidit haud {uperas deſeruiſſe domos. 
Virgine9 


J. 


um, 


ineo 


Virgineo attonitus Gabriel candote ſilebat, 
Nec proferre ſono nuntia verba datur: 

Virgo immota filet, nec ſurſum Tumina tollit, 
Errat & in niveo plurimus ore rubor : © 
Quid facient? Graviora urgent mandata Tonantis; 
Artamen & tacet hæc; & nequit ille loqui : 

Fulgidus at tandem ſtellatæ nuntius aul ex 
Dixit ave, virgo candida, dixit, ave. 

Virgo incerta tremens hæc penſat nuntia coli, 

ec.capit aligeri quid volet iſtud Ave: 

Cui Gabriel, ne te dubiam timor urgeat anceps, 
Eſt tibi cum Domino gratia magna tuo; 

Eſt tecum Dominus, tu ſacro Numine plena, 
Tu ſola es Felix hoſpite digna Deo: 

Te Patris intrabit virtus, tua membra pudica. 
Concipient ſalva virginitate Deum. ; 

Utque tuum intactum fœcundet Spiritus alvum, 

n Deus aſſenſum poſtulat ipſe tuum: 

Hæc recolens virgo, nitet aurea gratia vultu, 
Pulchra verecundus purpurat ora rubor. 

Neſcit virgineum partu violare pudorem 0 
Sit geſtura licer, fit paritura Baum: | | 

Nempe ſtupet cœli donis cumulanda ſupremi, bi 
Virgoque, dum Verbum fit caro, fiat, ait: | 

Sic, hat, dixit Dominus, dum condidit Orbem ; 
Cum fimili verbo jam parit illa Deum. 

Protinus ætherea virtus hanc numinis umbra | 
Ambit virginei fic tumuere finus. | 

Et miranda facit, cum corpus procreat umbram 
Attamen hæc corpus procreat umbra ſuum. 

Infantes capiunt aliæ inter viſcera matres; 
Perfectum claudir Virgo Parenſque virum : 

In gremio Deus eſt, latet inviolabile Numen, 
Virginis auguſtæ membra pudica ſubit. 

fam capiunt humiles Numen cæleſte Penates. 
Hæc vera eſt ades, hoc penetrale Dei. 
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Intus & inde nitet Cœli fine compare vi | 
Qui Deus arcano eſt pectore, 1 
Circumeunt rutilæ flammantia tempora ſtellz, 
Cætera ſub radio membra nitente tegit. 
Huic formam dedit Empyreum, ſapientia mentem, 
Corda amor, virginitas pectus & ora pudor. 
Nec jam cclicolas ſolum dignemur honore, 
Terra etiam ſuperi quam venerentur, habent. 


Luc. 2. De Nurivit ate Domini noſtri Feſu 


eee. 


Plaudite mortales, rerum celebrate Parentem, 
Voxque triumphantis tergeminerur Io: | 

Leta dies inſtar; procul, hinc procul ora dolentis, 
Gaudia feſtivis concelebranda choris. 1 

Eſte procul vittæ triſtes, atræque cupreſſi, 
Nænia flebilibus mæſta filete focis. | 

Exultent humiles valles, monteſque ſuperbi 

_ Altius attollant lœta per aſtra caput : | 

Nempe Deum plaudant Elementa tacentia votis, 

Ac fileant rigidi, turba moleſta, Noti. 

Ad plauſum volucres cantillent, undique ſylvæ, 
Er lœtum ingeminent littora cuncta ſonum, » 

Luce ſacra requieſcat hamus, requieſcat arator, 
Et grave ſuſpenſo vomere ceſſet opus. 

Solvite vincla jugis, nunc ad przſepia fas eſt 
Plena coronata ſiſtere fronte boves : 

Nunc pecus omne Thymo ſaturum, vel Rore-marino 
Ducat inexpertos prata per alma choros: 

Geſtiat herboſis agnus luſurus in agris;, 
Agnus Io! Superi Principis Agnus adeſt, 

Surgite paſtores, ſylvarum candida pubes, 
Paſtorum Regem ſerior hora tulit. 
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Celitus.eft primum vobis hic cognitus Infans, 
Editus in lucem nam puer Agnus adeſt. 
Ipſa Domus ſuperum non ſe tenet, arduus æther 
Panditur, aligerum deſerit aſtra cohors. 
Virgo Pawn fatta eff, Deus eſt è virgine natus, 
Spectatum è Czlo turba beara veni. 
Vos genus æthereum, cives ſtellantis Olympi, 
Nomine jam pacis congeminare juvat : 
Nec vos  peniteat Ceeleſtes linquere ſedes, 
Nance aliquid noſter pulchrius Orbis habet: 
Deſcendit Cœlo Deus, & mortalia membra 
Induit, & naſci paupere gaudet humo. 
Naſcitur humana ſub imagine, naſcitur ile- 
Qui ſine matre polo, qui ſine patre ſolo eſt. 
Credere quis poſſit? Soboles æquæva parenti, 
De genetrice puer, de Genitore Deus: 
Eternique vigor Patris, Patriſque poteſtas, 
Et quamvis genitus, nil genitore minor: 
Naſcitur, & divo devincit amore parentem, 
Et natum æterno vincit amote parens. 
Scilicet humanos vultus, mortale ſubivit 
Corpus, & hos artus induit ipſe Deus. 
Muſa, quid hoc mirum eſt, quod Originegaudet Origo, 
Ut refilit totum a parte, Patente Patens. 
A Jove principium numeravit Ephemeris olim, 
Jamque repubeſcens in Jove principium eſt. 
Virgineos intrare ſinus dignatur, & ipſa 
Qui parit eſt virgo, conjuge digna Deo. 
Virginitas fcelix, quz partu eſt digna Tonantis, 
Ino Quæ meruit Dominum progeneraſfſe ſuum. 
5 Huic necis, at fuerint aliis natalia vitæ, 
Et bene qui ſolus naſcitur, orbus erat. 
Ah genus ingratum! Tibi celſa palatia ſurgunt, 
TeQaque divitiis conſpicienda tuis: 
Compoſitum lecto ſomnus te mollis eburno 
Excipit, & piQta ſtragula veſte tegunt; 
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At miſero rector ſuperum compellitur antro, 
Nec quo feſſa toro membra reponat, habet. 
Et quem nulla capit ſedes jam ſede moratur 
Parva, ac in ſtabulo maximus hoſpes adeſt: 
Immolles Chriſto præbent præſepia cunas, 
Et durum ſtipulis culcitra farta torum. | 
Hic pecudes, ſtabulumque vides, & vile mapale ; 
Sufficiunt cunis attamen iſta ſuis: 
Nec ſua ſtrata nitent ullo cunabula culty, 
Sed vilem præſtant ſtramen & herba torum: 
In culmo & palea merito puer iſte recumbens, 
Frumentum populi cum foret ille ſui; 
Affatuque bovis, ſociique fruetur aſelli; 
Hac rerum Dominus frigora pellit ope. 
Virgo, Dei mater, tu non palatia curas, 
Atria ſcis Domino non placitura tuo; 
Sed ſecura tuum capiunt præſepia natum, 
Facta puerperio jam pretioſa tuo. a 
Salve patva quidem, nec magnis uſibus olim 
Condita, nunc Ceœlis invid ioſa domus. 
Mille oculis puerum ſpeQtant hunc ſydera note, 
__ _ Candida (proh) paleæ dum ſua membra premunt : 
Ardent ſe induere in paleas, & cedere Ccelo 
Sydera, fic membris elle beata ſuis. 
Sydera ſed patrias non fas eſt linquere ſedes 
Tempus erit victor cum premit aſtra puer. 
Dius amor! Quæ mira oculis ſpectacula pandis? 
Vagitus, ſupera qui tonat arce, ciet. 

Pro trabea pictoque oſtro, vela obvia ovantis 
Membra tegunt, facili & carbaſa texta manu: 
Horteſcunt ſtipulæ ſparſis pro fletibus imbres, 

Fundis odoratos pupula blanda penis. 
Qui nutu vincire poteſt, & ſolvere Cauros, 
Nexibus hunc arctum candida lina ligant. 
Scilicet & mollem conſtringit faſcia dextram, 
Qui rapida horrenti fulmina nube rotat. 


Vin 


Plorileginin Metricuni, 
Vincula ſunt pueri, feret aſpera grandior ætas 
Vincula, cum palmam clavus utramque premet. 
Ille tremit rapidis data præda furoribus Euri 
Fulgere æthereas qui dedit igne faces: 
Er ſacra crudeli quatiuntur frigore membra, 
Dum neſcit teneris parcete bruma penis. 
Frigore patce gelu Cœleſtem lædere prolem 
Si non vis puero parcere, parce Deo: 

Si pueri lachrymis, ſi non moveare parentis, 
Parce Deo, Dominum fi vereare tuum. | 
Chare puer, quid poſt exordia talia'ſperes? 
Quis curſus vitæ fic ineuntis etit? 

Si primò crudelis amor te cogit in iſta, 3>[ 
Quid faciet, cum te viderir eſſe virum? 

Cauſa ſumus fateor rantorum ſola malorum, - '- 
Eſſe finas miſetos, non eris ipſe miſer. | 

Ut lueres noſtris quz ſunt mala debita culpis, 
Fles, puer, in cunis erimina noſtta tuis, 

Flet puer, & rides tu quem mage flere deceret, 
Qui Domino tanti cauſa doloris eras. 

Mitte jocos tandem, & meditate noviſſima Chriſti, 
Principiis par eſt meta ſecuta ſuis. 

Nempe ut Natales Chriſto ſtatuere nefandos, 
Non minus adverſam fata dedere necem. 

Alt humili puer infra hominem cum naſcitur ortu, 

Ortu ſupra hominem ſe probat eſſe ſuo. 

ſpice naſcentem, morientem conſpice, dices, 

Ille fuit minimus, maximus ille fuit. 


; [{Woann. 19. De pe 5 Domini noſtri Jeſu 
Hriſtt. 
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urrite nunc rivi, lachrymæque per ora volutæ, 
Currite, largifluo mergite fonte genas. 
riſtia flebilibus reſonant nunc ſata quzrelis, 
: LuCtiſonis etiam currat arena modis. 
Vin b Quis 
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| Florilegium Metricum. 

Quis modo non doleat, gemebundo pettore plangat, 

Commemorans Domini triſtia fata ſui. f 

Pro nobis ſolum deſcendit Chriſtus ad ima, 
Aſperaque in terris bis tria luſtra tulit. 

Ille Triumphator mundi, mortiſque, ſtygiſque, 
Sente triumphali tempora cincta gerit. 

Pro nobis paſſus jam pendet in arbore Chriftus, l 
Pro nobis etiam vulnera lata patent. 

Inſons ſuſtinuit noſtras in carne ruinas Fl ( 
Sacrificæ ſigens crimina noſtra cruci. 

Eternum Authorem vitæ quis credere poſſit, 
Vel potuiſſe ſemel, vel voluiſſe. mori? 

Hoc tamen hic voluit, magno percuſſus amore; 
Et poſtquam voluit, quis potuiſſe neget? 

In Colis te fixit amor, mors in cruce fixit; 
Te naſci facit hic, te facit illa mori. 

Scilicer ut puros naſcentibus innovet artus, 
Humana naſci conditione tulit: 2513 

Solveret ut noxas, primique piacla parentis 
Humana voluit cond itione mori. 

Quid tunc deſperes, peccatis territus ullis, 
Nec veniam facilem corde gemente petas? ( 

Quippe pater placidus Deus eſt, veniæque paratu in « 
Qui ſolet ad pœnas lentus, & eſſe levis: 8 

Qui cum triſte aliquid ſtatuit, fit triſtis & ipſe, Wer, f 
Cuique fere pœnam ſumere, pœna ſua elit, 

Non igitur debes ab amante timere repulſum, 
Cui tua, crede, magis quam tibi chara ſalus. 

Et quamyis Chriſto tu mortem infligis acerbam c 

Ie ramen innumero crimine lœtus amat. 

Nec te odifle queat, nifi te fic oderis ipſe 
Oblatam ut ſpernas prorſus amantis opem. 


In ct 
In 
an 


Mortis in amplexu fat habet delicta fateri, by 6 
Exemplo pendens in cruce latro præit, * 
Mille cui luces peperiſſent mille dolores, alia 

Unica ſed peperit gaudia mille dies. | Wh 
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Florilegium Metrienm. 


ft, Si nondum credis, fixus nuncrefpice fixum, 
Cernitur in toto corpore ſrulptus amor. 
Nunc pete, nam quondam cum ſederit It ide Judex 
Tunc dabit heu rigidè quod tua fatta petenr, 
Aſpice nune Chriftum pro te tam dira ferentem, 
aſtor ut incolumi pro gtege præda lupis. 
; Nunc ſplendor ſplendore caret, lux lucis egena eſt, 
Qui modo ſol fuerat, pendet ut umbra necis. 
Quis dolor heu toto graſſatur corpore ſævo | 
Nulla Redemptoris membra dolore chrent. 
Vulnera deciduo decurrunt ptodiga nimbo, 
f Et veluti rubro refluit unda ſreto. 
Vulnifica ſab dente ſecant tua tempora ſpinæk; 
| Divinum terebrat ſpinea ſylva caput. , 
Utque illum oſtentent nova per ludibria regem, 
Ponitur in dextrd vilis arundo ſul. 
Sed ſeeptrum fulgore catet, quoque luoe corona x 
Illius eſt ſcepttum dextta, corona eaput. 
Sanguinolenta pedes hortendo vulnere cuſpis 
Trajicit; extentas ſunguinolenta manus, 
Suſtinuit domitis quos olim fluctibus æquor, 
Crux modo conſtrictus ſuſtinet atra pedes. 
In Cruce dum pendet, clamant, cui credidit illi 
Sit Deus auxilio, fi quid amoris habet: 
Et 11 numen adeſt, jam jam deſtenddt-ab orfo. - 
Sed precot in ligno, Chriſte, tecumbe tuo: 
In cruce nempe tua ſtat mundi vita ſaluſque, 
Inque tuis pœnis ſtat ſua ſola quies. 
U amor ! O qualis tua fit miſeratſo ! Quando 
Tu noſtri miſerans tam miſerandus ois! 
Mitius in feeno quam ligno, Chriſte; jacebas, . 
Suppliciiſque crucis, ceu roſs; ſtramen erat. 


dylva tibi miſſura lubens ſua dona Sabæa, 
la cunis quondam thurea dona dedit: 
alia, Dive, dedit tibi non jam ſylva Sionis, 
Quadrifidam in formam tignea dona dedit. 
b 2 Vilivs 


Florileginin Metricum. 
Vilius baud naſci poteras, lachrymabile dictu, 

Denaſci nunquam vilius ipſe potes. 

Naſceris & pecorum conſors, denaſceris inde 

Latronum tibi dat Crux inhonora necem. 

Sceva tigris miſero poterat miteſcere vultu, 

Tigride vel ſi quid ſœvius orbis habet. 

Et tamen in pœnis queritur vox nulla doloris, 

Sed quaſi mzroris nænia gauder, ovat. 

Et patitur turbæ placida convicia mente, | 

Nec fuit᷑ in juſtas lingua ſoluta minas. 

Cernere tunc poteras Chriſtum valedicere terris, 

Ad ſua dum rediit regna relicta poli 
Sic, O fic extremus amor ſua brachia pandit ! 
Sic quaſi in amplexus nos vocat ire ſuos. 
Quis tamen e Ccelis retinet veſtigia clavus? 

Quz religant teneras vincula dira manus? 
Parcite tot.clayis; hune mollia vincla ligabunt. 

Hæc fi defuerint, in cruce figet amor. | 
Heu mortem ſubeat, ne nos mots terreat, alma 

Porta quibus vitz non nifi morte patet. 

Heu jacet infami proſtratus vulnere mortis, 

Quæ reliquis auget, ſic ſibi vita perit. 
Vivendi qui ſolus erat, fic non erat, index, 
N vitæ vita negata fuir. 

ajort quidnam potuit, majorve parari 

Hloftia cum — eſt nehm 12 Deo. 

Qui putat hunc hominem, qui vere eſt inſcius iden 

Qui te ſupremum non videt eſſe Deum. 


Aſpice luctantem cum morte Hominemq; Deum * 
Sed vincit moriens, & tibi victor ovat. 1 


Ut ſolet & riguos motiens ſol ſpargere rores, Ste 
Quando cadens croceis proluit ora rotis; 
Sicſol juſtitiæ rubro eſt jam veſpere tinctus, 

Pulchrior ut ſurgat tertius ille dies. 


Florilegrum Metricum. 


Matt. 28. De Reſurrectione Domini noſtri Je- 
_ ſu Chriſti, 


Plaudite mortales, & Io ter dicite Regi, 
Plaudite victori terque quaterque Deo. 

Sparge caput violis, & ovanti cingite lauru, 
Raptaque victrici concute figna manu. 

Scilicet Authorem vitæ ſuper thera lœtus 
Tolle, reſurgenti carmina pande Deo, 

Feria ſalvato conſurgunt gaudia mundo, 
Etficit æternos unicus ille dies. 

Vera Dei ſoboles; homines quem vidimus una, 
Nobiſcumque hominem, cumque Parente Deum. 

Nos modo quam triſtes ſub iniquo Judice pœnas 
Luximus, & nigrum ſe moriente diem; 

Effuſi in laudes, virides proſternite lauros, 
Dum novus inferno victor ab hoſte redit. 

Pulchrior edomiti victor jam morte reſurgit, 
Chriſtus, avernales irradiando domos. 

Mors ſequitur captiva, jacent diſtupta Sepulchri 
Vincula, ſydereæ jam patuere fores. 

Hoc jubar, hoc alba juvenes in veſte loquuntur, 
Quos Deus æthered mitrit ab arce Pater. 

Quale decus! Quanti redit hic fol regna diei, 
Poſtquam ſe rubro lavit in ocean : | 

Sic redit ille dies, nunquam lux clarior extans, 
Occiduo poſtquam gurgite merſus erat, 

Aurea jam fulget roſeis Aurora capillis, 
Luſtrat mirantem lucida flamma polum. 

Stella maris Chriſtus, ſolem qui tempore vincit, 
Antea quam Phcebus prodiir, ortus erat, 

Abſcondir lumen Phceebus, ſuperarus ab ipſo, 
Qui Phcedo radios, qui dedir aſtra Polo. 

Sic ſol ille vetus tam magni conſcius ortus, 
Pene negat ſpretas comere ＋ comas z b 
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Fthereumque ſonat ſemper in aure melos, 


Florilegium Metricum. 
Et modo nodcte ſua cæcis qui inglorius umbris 
Nunc quoque pro nimio lumine cœcus erat. 
Sic ſol Juſtitiæ ſol eſt æternus, ab ipſo 
Alter ſplendorem ſol periturus habet, 
Dura tenebroſæ diſrupit vincula noctis, 
Et nobis lucem ſol remeare jubet: 
Cuſtodes trepidant, pia plebs exultat, & ipſe, 
Ipſe remolitus pectore ſaxa venit, 
* lo. Chriſtus, referens nova gaudia matri, 
ecnon dilectis gaudia grata ſuis, g 


De Aſcenſione Domini noſtri Feſu Chriſti. Viri 


Gallilei, quid ſtatis aſpicientes in Calum ? 
Act. Apoſt. 1. 


Stans inter Proceres Mundi Vitæque Redemptor, 
Diſcipulis præ fert verba benigna ſuis: 

Admonet humanis quæ ſit fiducia rebus, 
Et procul veram tempus in omne fidem. 

Hzc ubi dicta dedit, vibrat ſe ſponte per auras, 
Et ſeſe #therea tollit in aſtra vid. 

Paſtor ovile gregis Petro ſic triſte relinquit, 
Diſcipulis vultus ſubtrahit ille ſuos. 

Venit in hunc mundum Chriſtus proſternere mortem, 
Vicit, & ad ſuperos in ſua regna redit. 

Et ſclix ſpolia ampla refert ſuper æthera victor, 

Sic nitet exuviis regia celſa novis. 

Dumq; Triumphator patrium conſcendit Olympum, 
Poſt Dominum Proceres lumina fixa tenent. 

Et quibus effuſum lata ad ſpectacula Cœlum, 
Adventũſque Dei ſigna dedere poli. 

Urbs auro quadrata micat, ſunt aurea paſſim 
Compita, divina vermiculata manu. 

Et circumſuſis pafcuntur lumina gemmis; 


Hic 


nh 


Hic 


Florilegium Metricun. 
Hic Chriſti ſolium niridis ſtelliſque coruſcans, 
Hic Pater ætheteus dicere Jura ſolet. 
Illic eximio quoque Crux effulget honore, 
Aurea ſtans celſa conſpicienda trabe. 2 
Lucet ubique Deus, ſunt Numinis omnia plen, 
Quo fine nube fluunt, & fine nocte dies. 
Sic oculis Dominum jam pulſa nube tuentur 
Spernentes miſerum, quem modo liquit, humum. 
O meritum ſublime quibus ſpectare triumphum 
Talem luminibus contigit orbe ſuis, | 
Nunc male ſordet humus, ſua lumina ſydera ſpect int, 
Quæ fuerint votis ſola adunata ſuis. 
[llecebras, ah! terra, tuas, permittere ceſſa, 
Implevit totos altera gaza ſinus. 
Tunc gemini pallis, cœleſtia corpora habentes, 
Velati niveis, emicuere viri: 
Huc quoque, dixerunt, cur o Galilz2 propago, 
Sic vultus ſurſum tollis in aſtra tuos. 
Szva nimis quin, crede mihi, ſunt talia verba 
Iſtis purpureis nec bene juncta genis 
Nam Deus omnipotens, qui nos & cunQa creavit, 
Os homini & vultum, cernat ut aſtra, dedit. 
atque utinam in cœlos mens noſtta immota maneret, 
t nunquam dubiis fluctuet illa malis. 
Et licet ex iſtis ſua lumina adempta fuiſſent, 
Suſpicient; fieret fic quoque cæeus amor. 


Fergite vos igitur, ſurſumque attollite vultus 


Suſpicitote Polum, deſpicitote ſolum. 
Vos, animæ illuſtres, vano valedicite mundo, 

Vos decet æthereis nunc inhiare honis. 
Invifis tandem mentes ſubducite terris 

Hic ubi ſpes ſemper lubrica, vita brevis. 
Jim ccelum cœli aſpicitis, jam proxima vita 

In viſu eſt, retro vertere vela nefas. 
Carpite iter cœli, quibus eſt cœleſtis origo, 

Terra nihil pulchri, quod videatis, haber. 


b 4 De 


Florilegiunm Metricum. 


De Converſine Sancti Pauli. 


Terrorum plenus Soly mum frendebat in oris 
Saulus, dum caſſum lumine pectus erat: 

Annuit ad mortem Stephani, ſpiratque furorem 
In cunctos etiam qui coluere Deum. 

Ad ſacra dum ridet Chrifti myſteria Saulus, 
De cœlo ſubitum ſentit adeſſe Deum: 

A ppaxuit Chriſtus Saulo, vox faucibus hæſit, 
Et jacuit toto corpore fuſus humi. 

Dum manet immotus, motum tamen ore fatetur, 
Vivit, & eſt vitz neſcius ipſe ſuæ. 

Omnipotens Verbi Divini fulmen ad aures 
Demiſſum Sauli fulmine corda quatit: 

Ohvenit & ipfi divini flamma furoris, 
Flamma vel extindtas doQa ciere faces: 

Et Deus ipſe ſuo diſponens omnia nutu, 
Saulum ex obliqua mandat abire via. 

Sic Deus hoc lapſu Sauli veſtigia flectit, 

lre pedes cœpit, qui prius ibat eques. 

Quod magis admiror, velocius ultra ſubivit, 

Quam cum pfiecipiti curreret actus equo. 

Hæc ſtrages optanda fuit, ſuccumbere Chriſto, 
Hæc fit ovis ſubitò, qui ferus ante lupus. 

Quam gravis hic lapſus! quam pulſar pectoraChriſtus 
Quam ſuo precipiti fulmine corda quatit! 

Quæ rerum fœces] nunc, quem deſpexit, adorat; MW I 
Nunc ante ignotum prædicat ore Deum. 

Qui lupus ore gregem Chriſti abſorbere parabat, 
Quam cito, mutato vellere, factus ovis. 

Saulus erat, modo Paulus abit; qui peſſimus ante 8 
Hoſtis erat Chriſti, verus amicus adeſt. 

Illico mota calent flammis ſua pectora ſacris, A 

Saulus & en lapſu celſior ipſe ſuo. 
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Lumine 


Florilegium Metricum. 
Lumine prz nimio fir Saulus luminis expers, 
Protinus ut melius cerneret ille Deum. 
Attrahit zthereo nigram de lumine noctem, 
Stant oculis tenebræ, mente ſerena dies. 
Illa ſuos ſcelix caligo texit ocellos, 
Ut lucem ccecis pentibus ille daret: 
Et quamvis cceli privatus lumine, lucem, 
Qua ſe, quaque Deum conſpicit, intus habet. 
Fœlici lapfu fic viſum perdidit, & cum 
Perdidit ille oculos, repperit ille novos. 
Hine venit ut Paulus toti innoteſcere mundo 
Ccepir, & ex illo clarior eſſe die. 
Ignea mens Pauli ſplendet, vox fulminis inſtar, 
Doctaque cœleſtis pectora flammat amor. 
Undique vicinas volitabat fama per urbes; 
Tam ſubito Domini venit ab ore ſalus. 
Quanta tuum in Paulum eſt clementia, Rector Olympi, 
Qui moribunda nova lumina luce beas ! 
Qui lupus ante rapax veſtitur vellere molli, 
Seduttor quondam qui modo ductor adeſt 
Jam tuba plena Dei, ſed quondam plena furore, 
Nunc & inexhauſti vas fine labe boni. 
Utque aliis eſſet lumen, ſua lumina perdit, 
Cœcus cernit, erat cœcus & ipſe videns; 
Mox late rutilans infundit lumina mundo, 
Cœcorum eſt medicus, qui modo cœcus erat. 


De Nuptiis in Cana Galilee, ubi aqua in vi- 
num vertitur. Joann. 2. 


Solennes Epulas, & connubialia Feſta 

Dum Galilza parat, Chriſtus adefle petit; 
Ac invitatis facilis con viva recumbir ; 

Sic vacat exiguis rebus adeſſe Jovi. 
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HNHlorilegium Metricum. 

Ut ponunt menſæ ſua ſercula grata ſecundz, 
Mater ait Chriſto; deficit ecce merum. 
Mox mandat Chriftus (cui tanta potentia verbo) 
Et vitem ſaſſa eſt hanc pia lympha ſuam. 
Dulcius vel citius nequit de palmite ſerre 

Quam fæcunda ſcyphis vox tuis una dedit. 
In vinum liquidæ vertuntur fluminis undæ, 
Vaſaque divigo plena liquore rubent; 

Nutu divino proprium mutantque colorem: 
Lympha pudica Deum vidit, & erubuit. 
Incipit in florem dulcis tranſire Falern. 8 
Ac invitatis gaudia mira dedit, EW 
Obſtupuit ſponſus, famulorum & concita turb 

Non expedctantes talia dona meri. 5610 
Sic fontem viventis aquæ quem ſæpe vocarunt, 
Te fontem vini, Chriſte, vocare volo. 

Elicuit Moſes duplici cum verbere lymphas; 
Elicit hic verbo vina Falerna ſuo. Fl 
Mutat aquas vino: nec Chrifti munera ſperne, 
Sed bibe; delicias fons habet iſte fuas. 
Pergite cœleſtem fic evacuare liquorem ; 
Ebrius hinc nifi ſis, ſobrius eſſe nequis. 


Nicodemus veniens per noctem ad Chriſium, 
Joann, 2. 


Quid tenebras luci prefers, noctemque diei ? 
Hic facit ex umbris lumina, nocte diem. 

Non tenebris divinus amor fuſcatur ab iſtis, 

Sed noctem è media nocte repellit amor. 
Invenis in tenebris Chriſtum, Nicodeme; tenebras 
Luce ſui vultus diſſipat ille tuas. 85 

Ergo tuas has per tenebras diſpelle tenebras, 
Atque ex hac, noctem diſcute, nocte, tuam 


De 
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De Filio prodigo. Luc. 11. 


Prodigus en hares effrons depoſcere gazas, 
Viſus & à patria perditus ire domo. 

Filius hic demens, qui patri cedere neſcit, 
Qui facienda fugit, qui fugienda facit. 

Mens vaga diſcurrit, quoque menti conſonat ætas, 
Mentis & ætatis turbine frœna fugit. 

Solliciti patris juſſis parere recuſans, 

Eklatus tales fudit ab ore ſonos: 

Pignora da, genitor, per quæ tua vera propago 
Credar, quæ petiit pignora datque pater. 

Ut data ſunt, juvenis peregrinas tendit in oras 
Et procul 4 patriis diſſita regna ſocis. 

Ibat ovans, alacri juvenum ſtipante caterva, 
Alterius longas orbis ad uſque plagas. 

Jamque in luſtra ruir, vacuas perpotus ad aures, 
Lux Baccho, Veneri ſervit amica quies. 

Pergræcando roſas inter molleſque Choreas 
Læna fuit nummis infidioſa ſuis, 

Quid facis ah demens ? quæ te maleſuada voluptas 
Ducit in obliquam ventre jubente viam ? 

Qui mandata patris, vel dogmata ſancta ſophorum 
Negligit, aut ſpernit; quam miſer ille perit. 

Cui corpus, cui colla regit violenta cupido 
Colla licet jactat libera, ſervus erit. 

Diſſipat hic patris cenſus, mox urget egeſtas 
Et mendicato cogitur ipſe ciho. 

Hic canum hoc rutilis præ fert male ſedibus, iſtas 
Hic male ſpurcitias diligit ante Deum. 

Ah! pudet ampleQti quaſi dulcia cinnama cœnum, 
Et filiquis animum paſcere, corda Juto, 

Deliciis jam finis erat, viliſſima ventrem 
Pabula jam cogit paſcere dira fames. rl 
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F orilegium Metricum. 


Mox ſtimulante ſame duras quatit illice glandes 
Et ſuis indignos quæritat eſſe cibos. ; 

Fercula ſunt ſordes cinerum, farriſque canini 
Relliquiz ; clamat voce manuque, date; 

Et manus eque manu tenus cecidere malignis 
De dapibus micæ, fi modo mica dapes. 

Jam ſtomachum ſubit ægra fames, præcordia vexat, 
Occulto latrant ilia rauca ſono. 

Longa fames genuum juncturas laxat, & extant 
Oſſa per exanguem dinumeranda cutem. 

Ventris erat pro ventre locus, pendere putares 
Pectus, & in vultu mortis imago fuit. 

Quæ modo purpureis prœfulſit gloria cunis, 
Nunc latet in panno paupere, ſquallor habet. 

Inde memor patriæ tandem, menſæque paternz, 
Ingemit, & ſecum talia volvit iners. 

Quo male ſane ruis, tenerorum oblite parentum, | 
O oblite tui, quo male ſane ruis ? 

Tandem poſt dubios ſedet hæc ſententia fludus, 

Se patris in medium præcipitare ſinum. 

Protinus aſſurgit charum repetendo parentem, 
Atque has jejuno protulit ore preces. | 

Oh pater! exundant gemini quaſi flumina rivi, 
Oh pater! elinguis vinxit ad ora ſtupor. 

Peccavi pater, ah quo me veſania quo me 
Impulit heu cceco cœca juventa pede 

Da veniam culpz, pater, o pater optime, clamat, 
Te rogo per patrii quidquid amoris habes. 

Inclama, objurga, cœlique, tuique, meique 
Immemorem ; ingratum degeneremq; voca. 

Vincula ſi merui, ſi ergaſtula, lætus obibo, 
Si me mancipium vis fore lætus ero. 

Hoc unum obteſtor, fieri, pater optime, nato p 
Ur recrees pauco mortua membra cibo; | 

Tantum ut edam micas, & fruſtula panis adeſi 
Et quz non merui dentibus oſſa teram. 


Nil 
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Nil 


Florilegium Metricum. 
Nil mihi cum vitulo, ſtola candida, nil mihi tecum 
Non eſt conveniens hic cibus, ille color. 
Inde pater motus nati prece, brachia tendit 
Mox & in amplexus ſe jubet ite ſuos. 
Prodigus ille domum rediit Germanus, & ecce 
Tota domus plauſu lætitiaque ſtrepit. 
Ornabat nati lumbos Holoſerica veſtis, 
Tinctaque purpureo murice veſtis erat. 
Jamque ſaginatus generoſo ſanguine cultrum 
Imbuit, & vitulus viſus amare necem eſt. 
Dicat adhinc proles patrium ſervare favorem, 
Et diſcat quanto flagrat amore pater. 
Ut piget hunc ſceleris, genitor ſcelus omne remittit, 
t ſua pacifico brachia more patat; 
FPœnitet illicitz quem Vitæ, & conſcius error 
Quem præmit, in Celis gloria major erit. 
Nec cupit ut pereant peccati pondere preſſi, 
Sed magis ut vivant & relevetur onus. 
Sed diſcat proles dum Patris ſpernit babenas, 
Quas metuit pcenas filius, ipſe luir. 
Prodigus hic porcos glandeſque peroſus, amantem 
Longinqui repetit de regione Patrem. 
Vos — tenet, vos paſcere porcos, 
Vos filiquis paſtos Patre carere juvat: | 
O peregrinantes miſeri qui tenditis illuc, 
Sprerus ubi æterno vos cremet igne Pater. 
Vos tandem remeate ad fulcrum dulce parentis, 
Exemplo dodtus quilibet efto ſuo. 


Joann, 10. Bonus Paſtor dabit animam pro 9 
vibug. 


Paſtoris fig ſub imagine ceſſit Olympo, 
Admæti teneras paſcere Phœbus Oves. 
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Florileginm Metricum. 
Sol noſter petiit Cereris ſub imagine terras, 
Eſſe ut idem ovibus Paſtor & Eſca ſuis. 
Blandus & opilio miſerum & paſcit Ieſus, 
Per falebras gteſſus ditigit ille tu. 

Cum procul a Paſtore Deo tu devius iſti, 
Protinus imbellem te revocarit oyem. 
Te tener ac inter morſus rictiſque ferarum, 
Excubias ſacro pto grege ſemper agit. 

Cztera paſtorum gens gauder ſorte benign, 
Iſte lupis pavido pro grege bella gerit. 
Quim bonus eſt Paſtor, qui non detreQar acerbam, 
Pro grege Setvando fortis adire necem! _ 
Quam bonus eft Paſtor qui facrificabitur agnis! 
Sic crit 6. fic non Paſtor ut Agnus erit. 
Agnus erit fine labe Crucis maCtandus ad aras, 
Peccatis hominum Victima grata cadet. 
Victima grata cadet nec ſacrificabitur ulla, 
Hoſtia digna Deo ni Deus ipſe cadat. | 
Quam præcor indomitam cruor hic non leniat iram, 
Ira ex hoc guſtans Sanguine, mitis erit. 


Apoc. 12. Pugna Draconis cum S. Michaels. 


Angelici cætus Princeps jubet arma parari 
Lucifer, & ſocios raptat in arma ſuos. 50 
Scilicet affectans ſolium ſublime Tonantis, | 
En quatit in ſummum telacruenta Deum. 
Proh pudor! impatiens Ma jeſtatiſq; ſecundæ 
Poſtulat inſultans ſceptra fuprema poli, 
Authoremaq; ſuum ſpernit, Dominoq; rebelles 
Ftheris indigenas ſub ſua ſigna trahit. 
O quantos in bella duces! quz protulit arma 
erfidus, & quant4 prælia dira raba ! 
Quantus in xtheteis tollit fe Lucifer armis! 


Arq; ipſo graditur vix Michaele minor 
Quantis 
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intis 


Florilegium Metricum. 


Quantis & quam funeſtis concurritur iris! 
Dum ferus hic ſtellas protegit, ille rapit! 
Dum vulſos montes ceu tela reciproca torquent, 
Et non mortali deſuper igne pluunt. 
Vibrantur flammæ, commotu tonitrua rauco 
Admiſtis flammis inſonuère polo. 
Ac ſimul in ccelis Meſſi inſignia fulgt 
Cum Cruce Vexilla, præda cruenta, Dei. 
Attamen #thereis non cedet Lucifer armis 
Et metuit pugnæ non ſupereſſe ſux. 
O indigne poli fallax augete triumphos! 
Audes tam certas ſollicitare manus? 
Falleris heu multdm, vanos taptaris in auſus 
In ſuperos tragicd prælia flare tuba. 
Tu cœlum furiis agitas, agitatus liſdem oy 
Ter miſer ætherei vindicis igne cades ! 
Confeſtim miſſus cum fulminis igne, videbis 
Ipſe tuas tenebras, lux ubi nulla nitet. 
Inſanum eſt certare Deo cui militat zther, 
Cum propriis armis illicò vinctus eris. 
Quippe novum acquitir Michael certamine robur, 
Quo magis & premitur, tollitur ille magis. 


| Sub pedibuſq; ſuis jacet admirabile monſtrum, 


Et Sceptrum victi grande Draconis habet. 
Sic cadit attonifis mens omnis, & impetus omnis, 
Et caſſis dextris irrita tela cadunt. | > 
Ad pœnas fugiunt, & ceu foret Orcus aſylum, 
Infernis certant condere ſe tenebris. . 
Dum Michael Victor ſpoliis & honoribus auCtus 
Luciferi, ſtellis, Lauro imitante, nitet. 


R. BulLsTROPDRE. 
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An EXTRACT of 2 LETTER to bis 
Som concerning RETIREMENT. | 


| 
| | 
A S to what you have thought upon, and deſire my | 
Advice in, it i; indeed one of the moſt difficult things 
a-Man can do; for th ſolitary Entertainment of our J 
ſelves, i either one of the beſt , or the YE things we e 
can undertake. Ne that will withdraw himſelf muſt 
firſt prepare to receive himſelf. It x not Wiſdom to o- . 
verdrive Nature, which is to draw a Blemiſh upon our 
Judgment. Men that retire ſhould firſt examine the 
Diffealty of the Enterprize ; for without this prelimi- 
nary Prudence a Man may overburthen his Shoulders, 
and ſoon wade out of depth; and it is to many better 
in Proſpect than in Poſſeſſion. It is indeed no ſuch ea- | 
y matter as many Men believe, to make a ſafe Retreat 
from the World, to truſs up our Baggage, and bid our 
Company farewell; this is a Burthcn which few Men can 
take up handſomely. For a Man to leave off all Bi 
feneſs, to anticipate the Accidents of Fortune, to deprive 
bimfelf of his preſent Ad vantages, to place bimſelf up- 
on the loweſt Step in this World, thereby to ſecure himſelf 
from falling, is an Action of extream Difficulty, - as wel 
as of an extraordinary Vertue. Neither is it enough 
only to ſeparate our ſelves from the Converſe of Pec- 
ple, for tho we have freed our ſelves from Buſineſs, 
from the Court, from Weſtminſter Hall, yet we art 
not thereby free from the principal Torments of our 
Life : And as Socrates being ad by one who had 
been long abroad, why be had not more improv'd him 


ſelf 


An Extract of a LETTER, &c. 
ſelf by Travel, anſwered well, becauſe he had not left 


bimſelf behind bim, 2when be went to travel. So be- 
fore a Man leaves the World, if be do not firft diſs 


charge both himſelf and his mind from the burthen 


that preſſes her, retiring will but ſtir it the more, and 
preſs it the harder; as 4 ſick Man ſuffers more hurt 
than good by changing place : It i but ſetling an Evil 
inſtead of removing it; and if we caſt but à kind look 


upon what we have left bebind, we ſtill carry our 


Fetters along with us, and are not at Merty; we ought 
therefore at ſirit to recover our ſelves from our ſelves, 
for without managing our ſuperiour part, all the pains 
taken about the inferiour is to no purpoſe, 

It xs certainly a rare thing, that every Man ſhould 
ſufficiently ſtand in awe of himſelf, Ut ſatis fe quiſ- 
que vereatur, That we ſhould win ſo much upon our 
ſelves, as to be able to dwell and delight in our ſelves, 


We mutt not ſo tie up our ſelves to the things of this 


World, that our felicity depend upon them, but reſerve 
a Store-houſe to our ſelves, (what need ſoever happen ) 
wherein we may ſecure and eſtabliſh our true content= 
ment and principal retreat. Th World is a Comedy 
wherein every Man acts thas part which Providence 
bath aſſign'd him; and as it i eſteem d more noble to 
look on than to act, ſo there is no ſecurer Box from 
which to bebold. it, than à ſafe retreat, it being eaſier 
to feel than expreſs the pleaſure you will take with that 
your own Family, in ſtanding aloof off , and in con- 
templating the reelings and buſilings of the multitude 
upon this Stage of the World. 

There is no Counſel more proper for Men, than Te- 
cum habita, to dwell at home, and not ſuffer any thing 
to fteal us from our ſelves; there 1s neither profit nor 
pleaſure worth ſo much, that we ſhould go abroad to 
ſeek it. Even many of the Epicurean Set, ( who 
propos'd to themſelves no other end but their contents 
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An Extract of a LETTER, &c. 


ment) did bereave themſelves of all ſenſual delights, 
and contemn d the pomp of all worldly Greatneſs for 
tbe only pleaſure of Contemplation- | 

But you that are a wiſe Chriſtian, and bave 
provided for your ſelf and Family, and that may within 
your own heart enjoy both Vertue and God bimſelf, have 
much higher advantages, and much more reaſon to kee 
within your own bome, looking upon things without 
with an indifferent eye. That Man forgets bis origin, 
who puts bisfoulQout of poſſeſſion of ber ſelf, 6 continually 
running after byſineſs, and plodding ro Weſtminſter 
full of embarraſs; whereas be ſhowld abandon, and bid 
adieu to all manner of buſineſs, that may any way im 
peach the tranquillity of mind or body. He that thus re- 
rires, draws no man g ewoy upon bim; he reigns by 
himſelf ever bis family, and all the pomp which great- 
neſs draws after it, is not comparable to that which 
you will enjoy in ſecret by thus retiring ; which is in 
deed to ſhut up the proſpect of this world, that wi Ml 7 
may take the better wiew of the other, by a prudent 
precaution, to unt u iſt our affettions, and ſlide off from 
the World, before the World ſlips from us; whereas 
they twat continue in the throng of buſineſs, their mind; 
loſe their reſt; and many times after a man bath hi 
bis reſt be loſeth his labour alſo. 

We have newer greater cauſe to conſult our beſt wits, 
what we are to do, and how to carry our ſelves, tba 
when preferment, or publick employments are offered 
. us. He that hath ſtrengtb and wiſdom to manage fach 
Places, may receive them; but he that hath enough 
for bimſelf and family, ought not to entangle himſef 
again with more than he can well manage, and mali 
his whole life a burthen- to bim. And thoſe wiſch 
retire who being haraſſed with the fatigues of a publick 
life, foreſeeing il weather, are willing to put into port, 
when keeping out at Sea might endanger the 2 7 


An Extract of 4 Lzrres, &c. 


When God intended to converſe with Moſes, he calbd 
lim from the populous City to the top of Mount Sinai, 
and Chriſt did not diſcloſe the Glories of bis transfigu- 
ration at Jeruſalem, bus the Mount of Olives ; 
and when God did diſciple be beloved but rebellious 
People of Iſrael, be choſe firſt the Wilderneſs, and then 
the to Captivities to be be School. 

You dale the notable Anſwer given by Cy- 
neas the Pbilſopber ro Pyrthus, who told bim, be 
would conquer Greece, then Rome; and ſo all the 
World. Cyneas aK d him, Why he would give him- 
ſelf ſo much trouble? To which Pyrrhus 70/4 him, 
He would do ir, that he might afterwards live hap- 
pily and merrily with his Friends. But Cyneas 
ſharply reph'd, He might do fo preſently, and not 
take ſo much pains for it: And ſo you may do now 


with your Family. Indeed Men that are fill buſied in 


publick Affairs, whoſe mercurial Genins inclines them 
10 a reſtleſs Life, they (like Moſes on Piſgah) ſee Re- 
tirement their Land of Canaan afar off, but without 
hopes of enjoyment. And I have known ſome good Men 
in the laſt Age, who would never leave Employments 
till outed of them; hke Whales that never come on 
ſhoar till they are wounded, And certainly thoſe who 
after poſſeſſing great Places have been une xpectediy diſ- 
grac d, are more really condinc d of its ſlipperyneſi than 
thoſe that never found the Effects of ſuch Revolution. 
Nay thoſe very Men who ſeek greedily after Employ- 


ments pretend thereby a deſign for Retirement. The - 


Merchants who ſeek abroad ſo much for Riches, is on- 
ly to gain ſo much as may afford the con deniency of a 
Retirement; and Soldiers do ſweeten the bitterneſs of 
their life by the remote proſpect of a good Garriſon 
and Winter-quarter: And Cfar himſelf ſaid, Ali- 
quando mihi licebit mihi vivere, he deſired bit [pare 
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A Extract of a LETTER, &c. 
Hours, efteeming that part of bis life to belong to 
others which he ſpent for other Alen. 
I know and bave ſeen ſome Men retire from the 
World, who have yet hok d back at it, and oftentimes 
have kept their hearts in it. Thus many of the Phj- 
loſopbers left the World in effect, but not in affection; 
for they had only their arms and legs out of the throng, 
their minds were ſtill engaged. Theſe Men did not 
take the right way ; they — they had wholly ta- 
ken leave of all buſineſs, that they might live at 
more leiſure and greater eaſe, but they miſtock them. 
ſelves ; for tho they had ſhaken off the Court, and pub 
lick Employments, they had not taken leave of the 
prineipal wexations of life, nor diſcharged their mind; 
of the burthens which oppreſſed chem: They had mt 
order d their content ment to depend wholly upon them- 
ſelves, and that they could live alone in good earnett, 
and at eaſe. 
However Men may converſe with the World, ani 
yet leave it; we may paſs thro' a crowd, and un 
mingle with it. Every Ship that ſails muſt need; 
have ſome part of the Ship under water; every Man 
that lives in this World, mu#t needs have ſome of bu 
labours ſpent upon the World; but as that part 
the Ship by which a Man ſails is above the water, || 
that part of us, which is above the earth, we mus} n. 
move it from the World. Thus ſome Men (in whicl 
number I hope you are) have aitain'd to that ſublimit) 

mind as to be above all worldly cares and thi 
they meddle with the World as being in the World, jt 
they do it ſo ſafely, that they cleave not to it, nor att 
aftoniſh'd to leave it. 

It is a great miſery for a Man never to be his own; 
too much buſineſs makes us ſtrangers to our ſelves; tht 
content we expe by our conderſation is loft by tu 
much converſation >| and the advantages we get by un 

4 Employment 
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An Extract of a LETTER, &c. 
Employments abroad, are not to be compared with the 
ſatisfattion we receive in Retirement, (which I have 


found by long experience in the multiplicity of buſineſs 


greate#t conſequence, during the many Years I was in 
publick Employment :) For as Bees mutt retire to the 
honey after they bave gather d the matter from flowers, 
ſo is it neceſſary that we retire into our ſelves to ga- 
ther the fruit of aur experience; otherwiſe we ſhall be 
but ill Husbands of the wealth we have gotten. 
Jo retire for quiet and thinking is very recommen- 
able; Buſineſs and Converſation are thieves that ſteal 
away 4 great part of our time, and uſually ſtuffs our 
memory with rubbiſh ; Retirement is a great relief in 
ſuch a caſe, and wiſe Men are glad to get clear of the 
crowd, for freſh air and breathing; and a life led in 
ſweet tranquillity (which is the work, of reaſon) is 
much preferable to the great advantages which the 
World admires. In Retirement we taſte the ſweetneſs 
of a quiet repoſe, and entertain our ſelves with free- 
z nay, we live more in two days of retreat, than 
in two years full of buſineſs and trouble. And in this 
you may truſt me, who have gone thro' more buſineſs 
military and civil, than perhaps any Man now I- 
wing > and yet I have ſeen greater things in my re- 
tired life, than even ] ſaw abroad. For what do we 
fee great in the World, but Armies, Sieges of Towns, 
Courts of Princes, which ſeem great at firft ſight? 
But in Retirement, we look upon the different works 
of Nature, rhe Sun riſing and ſetting, a ſtill Night, 
and thoſe Planets which ſo majeſt ically rowl over our 
beeds, which we continually admire. I could ſay 
much more to you upon this Subject, having found 
great advantages fince my removal from the throng 
of buſineſs, and ſhall conclude with what Similis 
a great General to the Emperor Adrian did, who after 
bis Honours, Viftories, and Preferments, retired into the 
Country * 
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Country to bis own houſe for 


An Extract of a LETTER, &c. 


ſeven years before be 
died, and deſired the ſubſtance of this Epitaph to be 
engraved only upon bis Tomb ftone. Here lyes Ge. 
neral Similis of a very great Age, who yet lived 
but ſeven years, relating only to the time of bis Re- 
tirement. f 

1 hope yon will excuſe this long Letter; but I can 
ne ver leave talking iti you till I come to the bor» 
tom, eſpecially upon ſo good a Subject, and upon your 
own deſire; and I doubt not but you will chnſe what 
ſhall be mo#t conducing to your own content memt. 1 
have nothing elſe to add, but to aſſure you that I di. 
fire nothing more in this Worid but once to have the 
ſatisfatiion of embracing yon, and giving you my laf 
Bleſſing, with ſeveral Collections and Writing s of my 
own, which may be ſatizfattory to you, and preſerve 
my memory. Beſides I have ſuch a Collection of Ler- 
rers of the moi eminent Perſons of this lat Age as 
are not any where elſe, and all digeſted into order, 


. which I would moFt willingly put into your hands be- 


fore I die. To which end I would very willingly meet 
you at Antwerp, or any other place withm the 
Allies Dominions, believing my Lord Marleborough 
would eaſily grant me a Paſs, from whom 1 have re 
eei ved great Civilities during this War, which I do 
not find is now like to end ſo ſoon as 1 thought : Adien, 
and believe me ever mo#t intirely Yours, 


be 2205 
— — 

e. — 

ir Richard Bulſtrodes 
or» oh 
7 LET TERS, &c. 

: _ e 53 - 

aff . 
i. Brofſeb, April the 30, 1674. 

* May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 
der 


— 


| PON the Arrival of Don Bernardo Sali- 
nas, the Mafter de Camp General was 


be- 


ige between Broges and Gaunt, having 
ich bim a good Convoy of Horſe, they took 2a 
ll Party of French Foot, who had beſore ta- 
n ſome Priſoners upon the River, and were 
onvoying them to their Garriſon of Pouke, a 
ague and an half from the River; the French Par- 
were all taken, and brought hither Priſoners on 
nday Night. The fame Evening his Excellency 
4 long in Council with his General Officers, 
here Don Bernardo Salinas was admitted; and 
ac it was refolved, That the Maſter de Camp 
neral ſhould go with Don Bernardo to the 
Le, to adjuſt all Matters with his Highneſs in 
| | B relation 


ſent for from Flanders, who return'd 
hither on Sunday Morning, In his Paſ- 
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| relation to the Campaign, and they depart hence 
either on Thurſday or Friday at fartheſt, In the 
mean time the Duke de Villa Hermoſa continue; 

„ at Bruges in Flanders, for the receiving and dif: 
Wn  poling of ſome Regiments that are marching thi: 

8 | © ther from Holland. It ſeems the exceſſive Snoy 
1 and Bruges, that the Dike of the Paſſage River i 
= broken on both Sides, and all that Country is like 


þ a Sea, there being no Paſſage either ſor Boats a 
1 Waggons; the Boats are forced to go to the 8 
of Gaunt, and ſo by the way of Sluce. The Hi 
0 Way where the Dike is broken, on the Nor g 
= nde the River, lies fourteen Foot deep in Wawa 
F but many Hands are at Work to repair it. F 
Monſieur Lowvignies continues our Governd N 
here, where he was Yeſterday very buſy in dran 1 
ing together our Forces both of Horſe and Foot 

who were all in Arms in rhe\Market-Place, ani , 
the Sabloon, the Ports of the Town, being he 
kept ſhut fot the more ſolemn Execution of Yall © 
Jo the Butgher : He was hanged in the Marks 8 
Place, and afterwards his Body carry d oura n. 
hung upon'a Gibbet by the Fort, which he hal | 
defigned to betray. After the Execution his E m ; 
cellency declared publickly ,” That the Plot wall Ce 
ſo well laid, that had it not been ptevented Wi 5, 
the Spaniſh Captain's Diſcovety, it-would infalny .-. 
bly have ſucceeded, and the Fort, and conſequen Pez 
ly the Town, would have been taken. Be B,, 
his Execution, he confeſſed the Sentence apain that 
him was juſt, that be bad received for . that 
Months paſt 100 Crowns a Month, Penfion ff this 
France, and 100 Piſtoles upon his firſt Agreemeſſ men 

Some others, that ate in Priſon upon the 120 g 


Account, have not yet been put to the Quelii 


wid. 


As for his Wiſe and Siſter, he declat'd them in- 
nocent of the Plot, and that they knew not what 
was in the Letters they burnt, which was by his 
Command. . . De fo. GUT 

On Saturday Morning waited upon D. B. Saliias, 
who told me, amongſt other Diſcourſes, that our 
Ambaſſadors at Cologn would not return for Ex- 
gland fo ſoon as was believd, there being great 
Appearance that one of them would go to Vienna 
and the other to the Hague, in order to His Ma- 
jeſty's Mediation for a' General Peace; but with- 
out France quitted all that was taken fince'rhe 
Pyrenean Treaty with Lorrain, arid the Imperial 
Towns in Alſace, there would be no Peace; and 
faid farther , though His Majeſty had declar'd a 
Neutrality, yet *twas viſible by their Proceedings, 
that the Court of England was at this time as 
much French as before. I thought not fit to con · 
teſt with him, and ſo only gave him a calm 


hearing, 
Laſt Night being in Converſation with a prin- 
cipal Perſon of this Court, who is privy to their 
moſt intimate Councils, a Diſcourſe being raiſed 
concerning our pteſent War, and His Majeſty's 
making the late Peace, and quitting France; that 
Gentleman thereupon took an Occafion to fay, 
That it was the Opinion of the wiſeſt Men about 
his Excellency, that His Majeſty had made this 
Peace with the full Canſent of the King of 
France, which would in the end prove more to 
that King's Advantage than their Conjunction, and 
that it was a great Miſtake in thoſe, that thought 
this Peace was made hy Conſtraint of the Parlia- 
ment, which he had made rather by his own Ele- 
Qtion; and that the Reaſi ns ir ducing them here 
to be of this Opinion, Wie, That His Majeſty 
B 2 finding 


04) 
finding foftrong an Union againſt France, that it 
was like to be a general War in theſe parts of 
Europe, and that there was no diſintereſſed Prince 
ſufficiently puiſſant to become Mediator; Hz 
Majeſty therefore by quitting Fance, and decla- 
- ring a Neutrality, was the only Prince in Europ 
able to balance, and conſequently to be a Media 
tox, which he had refolv'd upon, and was at this 
time propoſing ; and that if the French King could 
but maintain the War this Summer, His Majelty 
of England would get ſo great Advantages by car 
tying away all the Trade, and would be ſo en. 
'rich'd by that and the Retrenchment of his Army, 
that he would the next Year be able, without the 
Aſſiſtance of Parliament, to carry on a War again 
thoſe that ſhould refuſe a reaſonable Peace. And 
that this was ſo much their Belief here and in Hob 
Land, (confirm'd now to them by D. B. S.) that in 
caſe they could take His Majeſty at an Advantag: 
upon a ſufficient and viſible Breach of this Peace © 
by his ſuccouring of France, that they would then o 
prevent his Mediation by declaring againſt him = 
He faid farther, That they feared either the Mar f 
queſs de Freſno had not taken that due Caution as he 

ould, in relation to that Article of not giving 
Succours to the French, or elſe that he does ndt 
take ſufficient notice of ſome Actions fince the 
Peace, which have raiſed great Jealouſies both in 
Holland and here, as to the Sincerity of His Ma 
jeſty's Proceedings herein; and ſaid, That it ws 
2 theſe were His Majeſty's Intentions i 
clapping up the Peace, fince he continued hi 
Ambaſladors {till at Cologs, tho' the Work wa 
done to their Hands, whoſe ſtay there is only in 
Order to His Majeſty's Mediation, that from be 
ing Parties they may turn Mediators. In fine, , 
2 conc 


* 
0 
concluded, That the weight of all depended upon 
the Succeſs of this Campaign, and that if the French 
could bear out this Summer againſt ſo powerful 
Oppoſition without any great Shock, we muſt 
then he neceſſitated here to come to a Treaty in 
the Winter; and believ'd the Reſult of all would 
be, France to quit all their Conqueſts in Flanders 
and Holland, except Lifle and Doway, which he 
was confident they would never part with; Ma- 
fricht to be given to us, and Ayre and St. Omers 
to the French, with the Reſtitution of Lorrain, 
and an Accommodement of the Differences in Al. 
ſace, and that a Peace upon Terms ſomething 
near this would be the end of this War, notwith- 
ſtanding all our great Demands. 

This being a Diſcourſe from a Perſon very con · 
fiderable in their Councils, by which ſomething of 
their preſent Temper may be judged, I thought 
fit to repreſent it ro your Lordſhip, humbly be- 
ſeeching your Honour to take my free Relation 
of theſe Particulars in good part; fince I am of 
no Faction, nor have any End or Intereſt , but 
faithfully to perform that Duty I owe to his Sa- 
cred Majeſty, and that Service which I ſhall al- 
ways pay to your * great Zeal and 
Obſervance, being in all Humility, 


My Lox, 
Wr Honours muſt obedient, 


and entirely devoted Servant, 
R. B. 


B 3 _ 
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1 Sr Rorrnr SoUTHWeLL. 0 
| Broſkl, Ari the 13, ; 1674 


15 am 1 2 1 tire both your Ka and his Lord. 
ſhip with the long Account I uſually give; 
it ſo, 1 beg you will give me a little Caution, 
and 1 will be ſure to govetn my lf according. 
ly. Our laſt Letters from England, which were 
ot the 307 paſt, and brought Orders for their 
Excellencies Returns, came too late to ga by the 
Poſt , and ſo went not till Yeſterday, and will 
not be with them till to morrow. Morning; but 
his Excellency wiites/me Word by his of the 100 
inſtant; that they are preparing for their Return Þ 
though they had not then receiv'd their Orders, 
finding the Emperor's Ambaſſador begin to demeſ- 
nage; and ſays he will fend me the preciſe Time o 
and Day of their Departure, deſiring that I would Wl ſ 
give them a meeting in Holland, in their Paſſage n 

being abſolutely neceſſary in relation to ſom ll 
Affairs they have there, and that it will not tabs u, 
me up above five or fix Days at moſt; in which WW ly 
time I will take Care the Wheel ſhall go in my b. 
Abſence; and I beſeech you to aſſure his Lord: Ml be 
ſhip, that I will return with all imaginable-Dili- WE h- 
gence to my Station here. It will be the latter end MW ſe 
of the next Week, I preſume, before I can have m 
an Aſſurance {rom his Excellency upon what Day Nh. 
they will depart; io that I ſhall ſcarce go from y. 
hence till Monday ſennight, and ſhall S, ſure to hi 
give you a preciſe Account when 1 go, and when Nu 
I ſhall return, I am in great want of Monfieut I yo 
Theuley,' who has been abſent above a Fortnight: 7. 
1 bt much Light from him, he being daily with WW to 


his — 1 1 585 [ was at Antwerp | made Wl 25 
in- 
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inquiry after him, where be lodged; hut fa 
tence he went to an Irp Paſtor in * and 


L have never fince heard of him, nor know; not 
where to ſend to him, to haſten him back; for 
if he were here in my Abſence, I could well di- 


rect how you ſhould have a good Account. I 
intend writing to him to morrow by an Engliſh Je. 
ſuit here, who tells me he will direct my Letters 
to him; and I hope he will be back before my 
oing far Holland, and I will fo contrive it, that 
[ will not be abſent above two Poſts. 
My whole ce is upon you, as to what 
Allowance his Lordſhip will pleaſe to give me 
and I ſhould be glad to be at 2 Certainty, tar 


W might the better know how to govern. my {clt, 


can aſſure you my Charges are very great, all 
things growing dearer than ordinary, by reaſon 
of the Placaert for all Houſe-keepers to ſtore them · 
ſelves with Provifions for two Months. I am 
neceſſitated to keep two Horſes, the Charges of 
which are great, and my Journies to and again 
upon Occaſions, with poſtage of Letters, not on- 
ly from England but from other Places where J 
have a conſtant Correſpondence, colts me much; 
beſides, the Pains I take is more than ordinary, 
having only Sunday in the whole Week tree to my 
ſelf; but I confeſs when their: Excellencies are re- 
mov'd from Cologn it will not be fo much. I 
humbly ſubmit all to your Management, deſiring 
you will pleaſe to manage it ſo tenderly, that 
his Lordſhip may not think I would not refer it 
wholly to his Generofity ; but however, I beg 
you will get ſach Directions from him, that Mr. 
Thompſon may have a. general Order from you 
to furniſh me with ſuch a Proportion Monthly 
3s may ſupply my preſent Occaſions, that I may 
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not run in debt, and loſe my Credit, for then 


hall be able do his Lordſhip no Service. Mr. N. 


pho had an Allowance of 20s. a Day, and yet 
xept no Horſe, and had all extraordinary Char- 
ges paid, of ſending Letters and Expreſſes; and! 
am ſure I ſhall do as much Service as ever he did. 
Igive you this Account more particularly, that you 


may the better know how to diſcourſe it with his 


Lordſhip, but in the interim, I beg you will pleak 
to ſend a Letter to Mr. Thompſon, that he may give 
me ſome Credit upon Occafion, for there may ſome 
Accident happen that may require my ſudden co. 
ming my ſelf to give an Account of it. But! 
muſt beg your Pardon that I give you fo great 2 
Trouble in my Concerns, which your own Gene- 
rofity and Kindneſs to me has brought upon you. 
The Baron, I perceive by his Letter this Day, 
ſtays his Journey to accompany the Ambaſſadors. | 
muſt humbly beg you will give my hearty Service 
to Mr. Knatchball; with my Excufe for not anfwwer 
ing his kind Letter, and be pleas'd to accept of my 


humble Acknowledgment for the Favour you did in 


fatisfying him for his Nagg. Mr. Lynch writes me 
Word, that if the Prince Barbanſen went over before 
the Convoy, he would ſend my Ladies things in the 
Yatch, which I hope are come to her Ladifhip by 
this; and I believe I ſhall have a Pair of very fine 
Servers to ſend over with the Ambaſſador's thing 
from Antwerp, if not, to carry with me into Heb 
land, and ſo fend them over by them. | 

And now tis time to put an end to your preſent 
trouble, by aſſuring you that I am with all due Re 
Ipecl and Obſervance, Worthy Sir, 

9 TY Your moſt obedient, faithfal, 

and moſt obliged S Tonk 


nl 


42M 
50 Bruſſels, April the 17, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
| Friday Morning before his Excellency's De- 
parture for Antwerp, he gave a Viſit to the 
Condeſtableſs of Colonna in the Engliſh Cloiſter, 
and there promis d her if ſhe would return to the 
Caſtle of Antwerp, the ſhould not only have the 
liberty of it, but alſo ſometimes to take a Turn 
in the City at the Zow la Mode, provided ſhe 
ſhould not alight from her Coach, but that ſome- 
times in the Fields ſhe ſhould have liberty to 
walk; to which ſhe willingly conſented, and on 
Saturday Morning was convoy'd to Antwerp. 'Tis 
faid his Excellency has receiv'd Orders from Rome 
for giving' her this Liberty , upon Complaints 
ſent thither of her ſtriQ Confinement, and like- 
wiſe of the great Diſturbance and Offence the 
Guard of Soldiers gave to the Religious. Tis 
thought ſhe may rowards the end of Summer re- 
turn again for aq. 

We hear his Excellency finds but little ground 
for the Impriſonment of thoſe Perſons at Antwerp, 
that the Scout has been fome Days fince releaſed, 
and the reſt are like to be ſuddenly diſcharged 
but I preſume your Lordſhip will receive a more 
particular Account of that Affair from Mr. Nipho 
who is upon the Place. His Excellency returns 
not hither till towards the end of the Week, ha- 
ving ſent Yeſterday for his Secretaries thither to 
make the Diſpatches for Spain. 

We hear there has been ſome tampering by the 
French at our Garriſon at Lieuue to have had a 
Half. Moon deliverd up, but it was diſcover and 
| prevented. 


(19 
prevented. The Deputy- Governour is ſecured, and 


ſent away to Tilmont, to which Place he is con- 
find at preſent; but whether he were guilty of 
Treachery is not ſaid. On Saturday eleven Spaniſh 
Companies of the Regiment of Velaſco were n 
out of Lieuue and ſent to Namur for the far- 
ther ſtrengthning that Place, upon intimation that 
the French defign either upon that Place or MAams in 
theſe Parts, or pres in Flanders. A his 

Laſt Night the Marquis d' 4{enlart came hithey 
by his Excellencys Command, having given him 
an Account of his Negotiation at the Hague. He 
aſſures us the Holland Troops are now matching, 
and that in fifteen Days Count Val dec will be 


here with Seventeen thouſand Foot and Eight 


thouſand Horſe. Great Preparations are making 
for the Lodgment of Ten thouſand Men about this 


City, which we intend to have all this Campaign 


here, and Baracks are prepating round the Town 
accordingly , and the Fortifications are haſtning 
with all imaginable Diligence. His Excellency's 


| Reſolutions are to have all his Garriſons well pro- 


vided with Men and Ammunition, and with a 
Flying Army to attend the French Motions; and 
if they ſhall beſiege any Place, he will be able to 
draw an Army ot near Fifty thouſand Men into 
the Field to raiſe their Siege. In the Interim we 
are reſolvd that the French Bravadoes ſhall not 
anger us into a Battel. nor their Violence force us 
to fight, but upon great Advantage, being reſol- 
ved to take all, but to give no Advantage. I wiſh 


the Succeſs of this Campaign may anſwer our Ex- 


pectation; bur uſually when Men lay too great 
weight upon ſuch Props, they are apt to break: 
The truth is, we are much encouragd by all the 


Encounters we have lately had with the French, 
| wherein 
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wherein we have ſtill ſucceeded, and that is a good 


Omen to begin a Campaign with, all their De- | 


fins having hitherto been broken, 
This Afternoon an Expreſs is come from the 
Duke de Bournowile, which tells us, that Monſieur 
Boveſſey a French Major-General, and an old Lor- 
rain Officer with Six hundred Horſe, moſt of the 
Reform'd Officers and Gentlemen, plac'd himſe 
in Ambuſcado to have fallen upon 4 Quarter of 
the Duke's z but be having timely notice where 
and when they intended their Ambuſcado, drew 
out Parties ſeveral ways, and ſo fell upon them, 
kil'd Two hundred upon the Place, and eighty 
Priſoners taken, moſt Officers and Gentlemen, 
ni Monfieur Boveſſey himſelf ſhot through the 

We have receiv'd certain Advice from Fluſhing 
that Two thouſand Spaniards are arrived there, 
one entire Regiment of a thouſand Men, the o- 
ther thouſand in diſtinct Companies for recruiting 
the old Regiments here : His Excellency ſent them 
Orders to fail to Ofend, where we believe by this 
time they are ſafely arrived. 

We hear alſo that Monſieur Rapenbaut that com- 
mands Six hundred Hollanders againſt the Biſhop 
of Munſter, hath. taken Newheuſer in Weſtphalia, 


wherein were Five hundred Men: That eight Re- 


giments of French are ſent by Monſieur Belleford 
for the Aſſiſtance of the Biſhop of Munſter, but 

that the Biſhop is like to be attacked on all ſides. 
From Burgundy we can hear no News yet of 
the Duke of Lorrains Advance thither, which gives 
us much trouble, that after all the Moneys he has 
feceiv'd, and the Promiſes he has made of mar- 
ching with ſuch a conſiderable Army thither, he 
(hould now fail us when we moſt needed him; 
or 
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W 
for which we are not backward in ſpeaking very 
harfhly of him: a tow | 
This is all the News which at preſent occurs 
here worth your Lordſhip's Notice; and I muſt 
humbly preſume upon your Lordfhip's Favour, to 

rdon my abſence for two or three Poſts, whilft 

make a ſtep to Rotterdam to meet their Excel. 
lencies, which they moſt earneſtly defire, both to 
convoy ſome things to them from Anrwerp, and 
to adjuſt ſome Matters with their Excellencies 
there: But I ſhall take ſuch Care here in my ab- 
ſence, that whatever of moment paſſes, your Lord. 
ſhip ſhall have an Account of it by Sir Robert 
Southwell, to whom I have orderd a Friend at 
Court here to write. In the interim I humbly 
throw my ſelf at your Honour's Feet, being with 


all Zeal and Humility, 


Mx Loxp, 
Your Lordſhip's mo#t obedient, bumble, 


and mot entirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


8 * " —_— 
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Antwerp, May the 22, 1704. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

Fter four Days being at Sea betwixt Rotter- 
A dam and this Place, I arriv'd here but laſt 
Night late, and ſo could not reach Bruſſeli this 
Day time enough to write by the Poſt, and there- 
fore thought belt to give your Lordſhip an Account 


from hence, though not ſo full as I might * 
one 
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done had I been at Bryſe/s, whither I ſhall haſten 
to morrow Morning. 

Notwithſtandlng our vigorous Preparations here, 
and that all the Prince of Oranges Army is now in 
theſe Parts to the number of Thirty thouſand, yet 
the French have adventurd to beſiege the Fort of 
Navagne, Which ſtands upon the River betwixe 
Maeſtriebt and Viſel, a ſmall Fort of four Baſtions, 
but of great conſequence, it being the only Fort 
and Pais we have upon that River tor keeping our 
Correſpondency with Limbourgh. The French bave 
raisd three Batteries againſt it of twelve Pieces 
each; and I heard the Rhinegrave this Day ſay, 
that unleſs it were relieved in ſix Days it would 
be yielded. 

His Highneſs the Prince of Orange is gone from 
bis Quarters at Duſſe, near Malines, this Morning, 
to confer with his Excellency at Bruſſels, that their 
Armies may be put in ſome better Poſture than 
they are at preſent, the Country ſuffering extreme- 
ly by them, and no Order nor Diſcipline amongſt 
them, which makes the molt fober People much 
doubt the Succeſs of our Campaign: And tis 
more than whiſperd that there are great Diſcon- 
tents and Diviſions amongſt our great Officers at 
Bruſſels, which has taken wind amongſt the Durch 
Officers, who ſpeak of ir with much regrer. 

Before the French laid Siege to Navagne they 
took the Caſtle of Argenteau, betwixt Viſel and 
Leige, a ſmall Caſtle, but thought impregnable, 
being upon a high Rock and a deep Graff round, 
and the coming to ir almoſt inacceſſible ; there 
were taken in ir a Company of Foot, and the 
French are now undermining of it with intentions 
to blow ir up. It's believ'd that when Navagne is 
taken they will beſiege Limburgh : This unex 3 
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Action of the French does much ſurprize us; fot 
we thought they durſt not have attempted am 
thing, but only ſtood upon their Defence: But 
we are like to find the contraty, for the Prince of 
Conde'is ſaid to be at Bincb attending our Motion, 
that if we ſtir that way he is ready to follow us 
with a confiderable Army; and the truth is we are 
not as yet in a condition to march, our Army not 
being yet modelled as it ſhould be, and the Holland 
Army are fo unruly and ill govern'd that we know 
not what to do with them, moſt of the Officers 
coming into this Place and other Towns neglecting 
the Care of their Companies and Troops. - His 
Highneſs returns again this Night to his Quarters, 
and *tis thought the Army will draw to a general 
rendezvous on Thurſday , in order to attempt 
ſomething upon the Enemy. FEE 

My Lord Caſtlebaven is ſent to Ruremond to 
command there, and to take care that confiderable 
Place be put into a good Poſture, there being in 
it near Two thouſand Men Horſe and Foot. 

By the next I ſhall be able from Bruſſeli to give 
your Lordſhip a more particular Account : In the 
interim I humbly beg leave to throw my ſelf at 
your Lordſhip's Feet. and to ſubſcribe my ſelf 
with all imaginable Zeal and Duty, | 


My Lox, b 
Your Lordſhipꝰs moſt obedient, moi humble, 


and mot entirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 
To 


Cs) 
To Sir RoBERT SOUTHWELL. 
| An : the 224, 1674. 
worthy Sie, twerp, May » 1074+ 


Have had ſo bad a Paſſage from Rotterdam hi- 
ther, that Sir Thomas Sandys and my ſelf 
have been four Days in coming hither, and arri- 
ved laſt Night but a quarter of an Hour before fo 
dreadful a Tempeft happen'd, that had we been 
in it we had been in great danger of being loſt. 
I was ſo ill and weary with my Voyage, that I 
could not poſſibly reach Bruſſels this Day time e- 
nough to write by the Poſt, and therefore have 
given his Lordſhip a ſhort Account from hence; 
and to morrow Morning I intend early for Bruſ- 
ſels, from whence you ſhall hear from me more at 
large by the next. 
The French have taken Argenteau, a ſmall Caſtle 
ſtanding upon an inacceſſible Place in the Spaniſh 
Territories on the other fide the Maeſe, berwixt 


Viſel and Liege, wherein were a, Company of Foot; 


the French are undermining it to blow it up. 

The Fort of Napagne ſtanding upon the ſame 
River, which was the only Bridle to Maeſtricbt 
is beſieged, and by ſome faid to be taken; but if 
it be not relievd within fix Days, of which we 
yet ſee no likelihood, twill certainly be loſt: 

The Prince of Conde is with a conſiderable Army 
about Binch waiting our Motions, that if we ſtir 
towards raifing the Siege of Nawagye he will be 
ready to follow us. 

This Day the Prince of Orange is gone to Bruf- 
ſels to confer with his Excellency about drawing 
the Army to a general rendezvous; but it is veri - 
ly belicv'd Nævagne will be loſt before we can be 
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in 2 to moe it, mock will - L. ill 
- Beginning of the Campaign, and 2 great diſheart. 
Wo 9:8 to. the Army. I muſt beg your Patience till 
the next, and then I ſhall give you a better Ac- 
count. Iam with much Reſpect, and great Truth, 


Worthy Sir, 
Nur moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 

R. B. 


—_ 


Bruſſels, May the 29**, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
INCE the taking Nawvagne, we have this Ac- 
count from Leige, That there was but one 


Man killed within, the Fort, and but thirty French g 
without ; that Preparations are making for blow- Ke 
ing it up, which is not yet done; that the Prince is 1. 


march d back towards Charleroy; that on Friday 
his Army encamped between Tongret and Leige, e 
and on Saturday the Van Guard of his Army came 
to Perwy, not far from Gemblours, taking the way 
of the Grand Chauſſey. Tis thought his Inten- 
tions are to cover his Garriſons in Flanders, and 
to be ready upon the Defenſive, either to march 
towards the Sea-Coaſt if rhe Dutch Fleet attempt 
any thing on that Side, or elſe to oppoſe any 
Defign we may have upon the conquer'd Places; 
and we talk as if we ſhould attempt Courtray, 


and by that means ſecure the River Ls, and ſo 
Pro: 


(17) 

proceed to Armentiers and Liſle. But theſe: are 

only Conjectures. Bet tC | 
Sunday Night we had News from the Duke 4: 

Bournouile, that ſome of the Imperial Recruits were 


come to him, that the Munſter Troops were upon 


their March with all Diligence, that the 24* in- 
ſtant General Souches was expected at Bonn, and 
that by the 26** it was hoped be would be with 
the Army near Limbourg, that upon his Arrival 
the Duke de Bournouile goes back to command the 
imperial Army in the Palatinate; in the interim, 
his Excellency has ſent Orders to the Duke Je 
Bournouile to advance this way with his Troops, 
and that the Recruits ſhould follow; and ac- 


I cordingly we hear that the Van of his Army ar- 


rived the laſt Night not far from Namur. 

On Sunday Morning Monſieur Lowvignies was 
ſent by his Excellency to the Prince of Orange to 
ke in what fotwardneſs the Prince's Army was, 
and with him went the Quarter-maſter General to 
give them an Enlargement of Quarters. At their 
Return *rwas told his Excellency," That there was 
more Engliſh than Dutch ſpoken at his Highneſs's 
Table, and that they fear the Engliſh Court has 
too great an Influence upon his Highneſs's Coun- 
cils, and a ſmall Matter is enough to raiſe a great 
Jealouſy amongſt us here. All Perſons admire 
our ſlow Progreſs, and our Military Men begin 
to ſpeak loud againſt it, being generally much 
liſcontented ; neither does the Prince eſcape their 

enfure, believing him not to be ſo throughly 

Hanch in our Concerns as we expected. We com- 
plain that his Army is not yet ready, and he re- 
orts the ſame upon us, and that not without 
auſe, ſince in Truth we are neither of us ready; 
ll our Forces not being yet come together, — 
ther 
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ther are the Fiexeland Troops come up to the 
Prince; beſides, his Train of Artillery, confiſting 
of thirty fix Pieces, were but diſembarked on Su. 
day at Malines, and ate not yet mounted, neither 
has he as yet Horſes ſufficient for his Train of Ar. 
tillery and Carriages. Yeſterday his Highnek 

changed his Quarters, and advanced nearer Loy 
vain, having fourteen or fifteen freſh Villages ap 
pointed for his Army, thoſe he hath hitherto had be 
ing quite eaten up. His Army commits fo great 
Diſorders, that the Boors are feign to quit thei 
Habitations, and come hither to complain; an 
notwithſtanding his Highneſs has publiſh'd ſtrid 
Orders for the better Regulation of his Army, yet 
it is altogether ineffectual, the Soldiers ſaying in 
their Defence, they do not ſo much Harm here, a 
our Auxiliaries did to them in Holland; which ct 
fes ma ny to ſay, They come rather to revenge thay 0 
help. I wiſh we may find good Succeſs by ther r 
Aſſiſtance, but I much fear the Continuance u 
our good Correſpondence, and that we ſhall en b 
ry Day ſee greater Differences than other. d) 
The Duke de Villa Hermoſa, with four thouſau a 
Horſe and Dragoons, has been for three or fou E: 
Days in the Campaign, betwixt this and Yz/vod MI nil 
along the Rivage; the reſt of our Army are up 
on their March trom ſeveral Places; and part d 
our Train of Artillery, conſiſting of twelve Field 
pieces, and near an hundred Waggons, are drami 
up in the Park under the Court, ready to be ſpanni 
at an Hours. warning; and we ſay that our owl 
particular Army, which ſhall march into the Cam 
paign,” will be about eighteen thouſand Men, « 
which ſeven thouſand are Horſe, one thouſand hit 
hundred Dragoons, and betwixt nine and ten tholt 
ſand Foot; and we are told the Prince of 2 do 1 

, FIN mJ 


(3) 


Army will be. thirty five wonder Men, 


and the Imperial Army near M many. But with 
all, theſe Armies there is nothing yet done hut 
ruining the Country; and we now 5 Late 

the fatal overſight we committed in ſuffering t 
Conjunction of the Prince and Belle fond, hic 
will put us to the playing an Aſter-· Game, where · 
in we are like to run great Hazard; whereas we 
might eaſily have ruined both thoſe Armies apart, 


with whom we ſhall now find enough to do. 


Re we om une = 1 5 Con- 
des Camp, which was not far from Perwy, 
towards Chae , that they gave ſeveral Fellies 
of Shot throughout their Army, and three Peal 
of Ordnance; the Cauſe of which we knew not, 
till early this Morning that we have received 
the ſurprizing News of the Loſs of the Citadel 
of Beſancon, and conſequently of that whple Pro- 
vince; that the King of France is marching this 
way with his Houſhold, and Court, and Body of 
bis Army, having nothing more to do in Burgun- 
4 but the reducing ſome Forts and Caſtles,” which 
a ſmall Force will eaſily do. This Account his 
Excellency received in the Night, and in the Mor- 
ning about five went in Perſon to viſit the Princeſs 
of Vaudemont, who had alſo ſeveral Letters. *Tis 
faid the Prince de Vaudemont was uſed with great 
Civility by the King, who ſent an Eſcort to con- 
vey him and his Followers to his Father's Army, 
This News has made ſo great an Alteration in our 
Councils, that we ſcarce know what Meaſures to 
take, and now find to our Colt the ill Conſequen- 
ces of not granting a Neutrality to Burgunay. 
Before theſe Letters came we were pufted up 
with the Thoughts of what great things we would 
do upon our Conjunction * the German Toene, 
2 an 
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| and now we are all ſo out of Countenance that 


we know not how to look upon each other; nei. 
ther has his Excellency appear'd in publick this 
Day, though the Rhinegrave, and many Holland 
Officers were at Court; and now we ſpeak not 2 
1 22 of Marching, which before we were full 
__ oy 
My Lord Caf lebaven is gotten into Srevenſwer 
with five hundred Germans, for the Security of 
that Place, being a Fort upon the Meuſe, betwixt 
Ruremond and Maſeyk, which he did by Com. 
mand from his Excellency ; but now the Prince 


of Conde is marched this way tis ſaid he will be 


recalled from thence. 

I was Yeſterday to wait upon Count Egmond with 
whom our Maſter de Camp General had ber 
two Hours in private. After his Departure, 
I foun&tbe-Count much diſcontented, who toll 
me in Confidence, that his Excellency would feign 
engage. him to ſtay here this Campaign, and to 
undertake the Care of this Place, by reaſon of 
his great Intereſt with the Nobility, Gentry, and 
Cirizeys, and with the Country in general; to 
which*the Count has given an abſolute Refuſal, 
unleſs he may have ſuch a conſiderable Body of 
Horſe and Foot with him, that he may not lok 
his Reputation by a ſeeming Defence, when he i 
not in a Condition to make it good. He alk 
told the Maſter de Camp General how he had 
often repreſented his Condition to the Court o 
Spain, and alſo to his Excellency, that all his E 
ſtate was confiſcated in the French Dominions, hi 
Wochs to a hundred thouſand Guilders cut dont 


and ſold, that he was unable longer to ſubſiſt, « 
- beaf' yp that Port that became his Quality, that 


no Care had been hitherto taken of him, _ 1 
. el 
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leaſt Compenſation given him, that at preſent he 
was reſolved to go into this Campaign with twW o 
Valers de Chambres, two Grooms, and/two Foot- 
men, not having Horſes to draw his Waggons, 
nor Money to provide them; that however he 
would ſerve the King of Spain in Condition of a 
private Trooper, rather than ſtay here in the 
Condition his Excellency propoſed. This Paſſage 
[ thought fit to relate to your Lordſhip , having 
it from the Count's own Mouth, which I heard with 
much Sorrow and Regret, to ſee a Perſon of that 
great Nobility, Honour and Merit, reduced to 
ſuch Extremities, whilſt other inconfiderable Per- 
ſons have what they pleaſe. 

I have no farther Trouble to give your Lord- 
ſhip, but humbly to throw my ſelf at your Ho- 
nour's Feet, being with all Zeal and Duty ima- 
ginable, oy | 


My Loxp, 125 
Tour Lordſhip's moſt obedient, moſt humble, 
and moſt intirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


Bruſſels, June the 1, 1674. 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


0 N Hidneſday Night arrived here the Prince 


de Jaudemont; be came poſt from Beſangon 


with the King of France's Paſſeport, whole Civi- 
lity to him he much extolls. He was received 


C 3 very 


; ( 22 ) | 

wy Kindly by his Excellency, whom he has af. 
rd, that the Whole Franche County may now be gi 
ven for loſt, He ſays the Governor of the Coun: 
try, Don Alvtdo, has put himſelf into the Caſtle 
of St. Anne, 8 honourable Cond i- 
ons; änd tis thought by this time Dole is ſurren- 
dred, and that the ſeveral Caſtles and Forts yet 
remaining, will be ſbon reduced, fince there is 
no Hopes of Relief. He fiys that never ſuch Exe. 
cution was done with Canon as againſt that Cit- 
radel, it being made quite level, four hundred 
and odd kill'd in ſeven Days time with Cannon- 
Shot, eighteen thouſand and odd hundred great 
Shot being made againſt it; that the Dexterity of 
their Canoneers was ſuch, that no Men 
could ſhoot with greater Exactneſs, five ſeven 
Centinels being kill'd upon the ſame Ground ſur- 
ceſſively in an Hours Time with the ſame piece of 
Canon. We have loſt ſeveral Perſons of Quality, 
beſides Soldiers; the Prince has a flight Wound 
in his Face by a Stone ſtruck up with a Canon 
Ball, and when he found the deſperate Condition 
they were in; he cauſed all the Horſe that were 
there to be turn'd out into the Counterſcarp, that 
they might be uſeleſs to the French, being mot 
of them -kilFd between both Parties; they had no 
other Conditions but to come out with white 
Sticks in their Hands. His Majeſty has pur into 
it a Garrifon of Sitzers, with a Swiſs Govyer 
nor, which gives the Cantons great Satisfaction; 
his Majeſty having thereby affur'd them, That he 
only ſeeks the Defence of his own Territories, and 
no Incroachmehr upon theirs. : 

The Prince fays the Duke 4Enguien is march. 
ing hither with ten thouſand Men, four thouſand 
Horfe, and fix thouſand Foot, to join his Father's 

Army, 
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Army; that His Majeſty, he believes, is gone 
to Pars, having left a ſufficient Army to I 
the reſt of thoſe Places, and to ſecure his Conqueſt 
there; which is Iook d upon here to be more con- 
fiderable than all the Conqueſts he made in Hol- 
and, this being a real Security to his own Country, 
which before lay open that way. . | 
We have now given over all Diſcourſe of the D, 
of Lorrain, his Army being very inconſiderable, and 
Marſhal Turene ſo poſted, that it the Duke were 
ſtronger he could do nothing. We are much in- 
raged againſt the Sers, at whoſe Door we lay 
the Loſs of Burgundy, and threaten more Revenge 
againſt them than we ſhall be ever able to take. 
Captain Mackully, a Captain in the Scorch Re- 
giment here, who put himſelf voluntarily into 
Navagne with thirty Men, juſt as it was beſieged, 
came hither Yeſterday by his Excellency's Order, 
to give him an Account of the Condition and 
Rendition of that Place, who ſays there was but 
four bundred Men in it, and the moſt of thoſe 
free Companies who figniſie very little; that there 
was not Arms ſufficient for the Soldiers, being in 
great want of Muſquets, and io ill prqvided for 
a Siege in relation to Proviſion, that the Soldiers 
were forced to drink Water thoſe few Days they 
were beſieged; which was ſuch a Negligence as 
is ſcarce to be credited, ſince they have been in 
daily Expectation of a Siege ever fince the War 
was declared. He ſays farther, That if they had 
not ſurrendered when they did they muſt have 
loſt it upon the Attack, and that it was a Batallion 
of my Lord Doaglæs Regiment that were entred 
the Trenches to have attacked them, who firſt 
entred and took Poſſeſſion of the Fort. He ſays 
Argenteau is 1azed, and that the Soldiers had been 
C 4. two 
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two Hours at work in demoliſhing Nævagne; but 
then came freſh Orders from the Prince to hold 
up, and repair the Breaches, which they are now 
doing, and have plac d a conſiderable Garriſon 
in it. Te hg . PE 

Yeſterday his Excellency accompanied with 
Marquis 4 Aſenlaer and Prince de Vaude mont went 


to meer the Prince of Orange at Dinner at Fon 


tain, near Vilvnd, and return'd in the Evening 
"Tis ſaid, and that by good Hands, that the Prince 
of Orange expreſſes great Diſſatisfaction at our Pro 
ceedings, and taxes his Excellency not to have per 
form d his Promiſe in having Twenty five thouſand 


Men ready to take the Field when his Highneſs 


Army ſhould be ready ; inftead whereof, he ſays 
he knows well his Excellency cannot draw above 


Ten thouſand into the Field, and leave his Gatti. 


ſons provided; whereas his Highneſs ſays he has 
over perform'd his Promiſe, having at this inſtant 
within theſe Territories Thirty thouſand efteCtiye 
Foor, Eight thouſand Horſe, and Two thouſand 


Dragoons: And this I heard Monſieur Fario affirm 


Yeſterday at Dinner. To this 'tis ſaid his Excel 


lency anſwers, that he intended a conſiderable Bo 


dy of the H.landers to be put into our Garrifons, 
and the Spaniards and Germans to be drawn out; 


and that he likewiſe reckon'd upon the German 


Recruits who are not yet come up. How thek 


Differences will be reconciled I cannot fay ; bur 


this is certain, that there is great Confuſion in our 
Councils. Al this Morning his Excellency has 
been in Council with the General Officers of his 
Army; but what Refolutions are taken as to the 
Campaign are not yer publick. In all appearance 
we ſhall not take the Field ſo ſoon as was expected; 
tor our Troops that were come with Lieutenant 
LG ERS General 
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General Agourto from Cambray as far as Valenci- 
ennes in order to join our Army here, are com- 
manded back again; and our Troops that were 
coming from Flanders hither are alſo counterman- 
ded. The Horſes for our Train of Artillery and 


Carriages being very numerous, having eaten up all 


the Graſs on that fide the Town towards Vilvord, 
are now remov'd on the other fide betwixt the 
Hall and the Flanders Ports; and when thoſe Mea- 
dows are deſtroy'd, I know no other remove but 
into the French Quarters. The truth is, all ſober 
People are amazed at our Conduct, and cannot 
imagine what end we propoſe; for tis not to be 
believ d that the Prince of Conde will fit ſtill, when 
the Duke of Enguien is join d, and in the interim 
we ruin our Country and do nothing. The Prince 
at preſent lies encamped with his Army a League 
on this fide Charleroy, where they have plenty of 

all ſorts of Provifions, having amaſſed a vaſt quan- 


tity at Binch and thoſe Quarters, that their Army 


cannot want. From Bouchain Letters ſay, that in 
Kenway and Landreey great {tore of Proviſions is 
made, and yaſt quantities of Ammunition-bread 
baked, that all the Mills in the Towns and Coun- 
try round have Orders to grind Corn inceſſantly, 
which makes them judge the Prince will draw 

that way. | 
We know no more as yet of the Imperialiſts 
than what I wrote in my laſt, only this, we hear 
they begin already to demand Pay, without which 
they will not only. plunder the Country, which 
they do already ſufficiently, but they will quick- 
ly moulder away; and however we flatter our 
ſelves, yet we are told, they will not advance 
much farther from their Borders than they are al- 
ready, being -not at all deſirous of a conjunQion 
with 


(26) 

with us; ſo that upon the whole matter, the Oyj. 
nion of the — * Men is, that we ſhall 
be neceſſitated in few Months to make a Peace 
and that not upon ſo good Terms as we might 
have done — ou — the Prince 
of O- (finding he is principally engaged in 
this War for our Aſſiſtance, and that we are in 
no condition of doing what he expected and we 
promiſed) ſeems not ſo eagerly to preſs it as we 
| imagin'd ; and unleſs ſome extraordinary Succeſ 
ar Sea ſhould give him farther Encouragement, 
we believe he will proceed but very coldly; for 
ſome of his principal Officers fay, if any Advan- 

tage be gotten at Land, the Sporiards of Tmiperia- 

lifts will have it, and that their Army is like only 

to be weaken d; and therefore we begin to be ap. 
prehenſive that when our Country is waſted, and 
no more Subſiſtance for his Army, he will then 
retire as he did the Winter Campaign. | 

'Tis ſaid that Orders are ſent after de Ruiter to 
proceed very warily and not hazard much; but 
we are here ſo confident of his Succeſs, that it 
was hotly reported on Tueſday- night late; that 
Dunkirk was befieg'd and no Men in it to make 
Defence, and on Wedneſday Calais was taken; and 
ſo every Day a Sea-Port is taken with us. 

My Lord Caſtlebaven writes from Stevenſivert 
of the 30" paſt, that he was there with Count 
Mansfei!t and Five hundred Germans believing the 
French would have attack'd that Place; that accor- 
dingly he was putting all things there in the beſt 
Poſture he could for their Defence, which his Ex- 
cellency had orderd him to make to the utmoſt, 
aſſuring him of Relief in caſe ir ſhould be beſie- 
ged ; but that Fear being now over, I preſume his 


Lordſhip will be ſuddenly recall'd from _ hole. 
have 
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[have nothing elſe to add, but humbly to throw 
my ſelfat your Honour s Feet, in the Quality of, 


My Loan, a 
Your Lordſhip s moft obedient, moſt humble, 

and mo#t intirely devoted Servant, 
R. B. 


ä — 


Bruſſels, June the 5 „ 1 674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 

[ Am forced to write with great Uncertainty to 
your Honour, ſince our Councils here are ſo 
ill tounded, that what is refolved one day is ſet 
alide the next; for notwithſtanding the Reſolution 
taken on Friday laſt for the Prince of Oranges Ar- 
my to paſs the Canal, and to incamp on this fide, 
as I then told your Lordſhip, yet the Prince, upon 
farther Conſultation with his General Officers, and 
upon the Account the French Marquis gave him 
of the Place, that it lay very open to be attack d; 
thought it not convenient to remove his Army, 
unleſs ours was alſo ready to march with him; 
and ſo his Highneſs ſtill continues his Quarters; 
and has only changed ſome Towns for Refreſhment 

of his Army. | 
On Sunday the Duke of Holfein being out with 
his Regiment brought in near thirty Priſoners, and 
One hundred and twenty Horſes belonging to 
Carriages and Baggage, which he took about three 


Leagues from Charleroy. The ſame Night a _ 
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of fiſty Horſe went out again, expecting another 
Booty, but had the Misfortane to fall in with 3 
| Party of Five hundred French Horſe, by whom they 
were all taken Priſoners or kill'd; the ſame time 
the French pillaged and burnt the Village of Borch 
three Leagues from hence. 
On Sunday at Noon a Peaſant of Burgundy came 
- - hither with an Expreſs to his Excellency from the 
Governour there; he paſſed both the French Ar. 
mies, and yet eſcap'd ſearching: The Contents of 
his Letters were kept very private, and none ſuf. 
fer d to diſcourſe with him, whereby we judge his 
News was not very pleaſing. 
- His Excellency is in daily expectation of an ex. 
traordinary Currier from Spain, with a Commi. 
fion for the Prince Vaudemont to be General of the 
Strangers here, and command all the Horſe a 
Lieutenant-General under the Duke de Villa Her 
moſa, and that all other Lieutenant-Generals and 
Serjeant-Generals of Battel ſhall obey him; and it 
is intended that he ſhall command our Army of 
Horſe this Campaign, if the Duke de Villa Her 
moſa can be prevail d with to ſtay and command 
here, which his Excellency much labours in. 
However, tis thought this new Command will 
make great Diviſions in the Army, and that the 
two Lieutenant Generals Agourto and de Velaſco will 
quit their Employments upon it, though tis cer- 
tain there is no Man here fo fit for that Employ- 
ment as the Prince. $1641 | 
The Diſguſts between his Highneſs and Excellen- 
cy rather increaſe than leſſen, and are like to be. 
get greater Difficulties in- our Army, than any Op- 
poſition from the French, his Highneſs continuing 
much diſſatisfied with the Weakneſs of our Army; 
and is reſolvd, as tis ſaid, not to divide his. 
| | the 


C3 
The Nobility in general ſeem extremely ſenſible of 
our ill Condition, and of the imprudent Manage- 
ment of Affairs, it being impoſſible for us to drax 
together any more of our Spaniſh Forces, than what 
we have here already, neither will the Prince of 


Orange put his Army to any hazard, till ours be 


in condition to march with him. 

The Prince of Conde s Army ſtill continues en- 
camp'd near Charleroy, and he is in Perſon diver- 
ting himſelf at the pleaſant Seat of the Count Buc- 
quoy's at Farcine. All our Hopes are, that he will 
lay Siege to ſome Place, whereby we may draw 
our Forces together out of the ſeveral Garriſons, 
wherein our Army at Preſent lies diſperſed , or 
elſe, that part of his Army will be commanded 
away, and then we ſhall be ſtrong enough to take 
the Field, and march into his Quarters : But the 
Prince ſo well knowing the preſent ſtrait we are 
in, will ſcarce be induc'd to give us that Advan- 
tage we defire. | 

His Excellency has ſent a very confiderable Sum 
of Money to the German Troops ; and we are told 
that Three thouſand which have been raiſed in 
Germany by the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, are marching 
this way towards our Army, and are to paſs by 
Rure mond, where my Lord Caftlehaven, dis faid, 
ſhall ſtay till their Arrival, and then march hither 
with them. His Lordſhip being again comman- 
ded from Stevenſwert to Ruremond. 

Laſt Night at Six his Excellency, accompanied 
with Monſieur Louvignies, went to his Highneſs's 
Quarters at Duffle to confer about taking ſome pre- 
ſent Reſolution concerning the Armies, and this 
Morning at two he return'd, and immediately at- 
ter diſpatched an Expreſs in great Diligence to 
General Soucbes, directed to him at Daitz over a- 

: gainſt 


e 
gainſt Cologye, This Day likewiſe ſeveral of gy 
Train- Horſes are gone to Malines to fetch ſony 
5 Pieces of Artillery from the Magazin 

= 


© From Limburg we hear that the Imperial 
is marching back towards Treves to beſiege tha 
Place, hoping by that means to divert the Fring 
of Conde to look that way, that fo we may dran 
our Army together; which as yet we cannot d 
without endangering the Places they are in, an 
likewiſe endangering the Troops being cut off i 
their Paſſage. * 

We fay that the Prince of Conde has already 
ſent away Four thouſand Horſe to join Marſhal 
Turene ; and that the Imperial Army in the Pala 
nate being join'd with the Duke of Lorrain haut 
belieg d Philipshwrg, which will cauſe the King v 
ſend his Forces from Burgundy thither, before he 
Has quite compleated bis Conqueſt there. 

This Day at Court it was hotly reported, that 
the Prince de Vaudemont has this Poſt receiv'd Ad. 
vertiſement from Pars that the Duke de St. Ge. 
man has obtain'd a conſiderable Victory againſt 
the French in Catalonia; but this, we preſume, is 
invented to divert the common Diſcourſes of our 
Affairs here, the Management of which is ſharply 
inveighd againſt, and ſuch bitter Comments mad 
of it, that his Excellency by a ſevere Placaert has 
ſtrictly forbidden all Diſcourſes of News, or of MW Du 
the Armies, or their Actions, or Generals, undet 
a very great Penalty, ſo that no Man dares as 
publickly any News. x 

I am told this Day from a good Hand, that his {MW Fri 
Excellency by this laſt Poſt from England recei d cell 
a Letter from the Marquis de Freſnoe, wherein be ill 


roundly told his Excellency how much his Repu- 
tation 


y 
F 


082) 
tation was leffen'd abroad, by ſuffering Nowvegne 
to be ſo pitifully loſt, and by agg taxed the 
ill reported Conduct of his Affairs; and that he 
far his own part was out of Countenance at theſe 
unexpected Proceedings, having been all along 
blown up by his Excellency with a Belief in hat 


good Poſture things were here, and what great 


Actions would be done, which were all come to 
nothing. | | | 

[ have nothing more. to trouble your Lordſhip 
with, but to lay my ſelf low at your: Honour's 
Feet, being with greateſt Zeal and Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Your Homour s moſt obedient, moſt humble, 
and moſt inirel devoted Servant, 
R. B. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

oo. Tueſday Evening Lieutenant-General Don 
Marco de Valaſco receivd Orders from the 
Duke de Villa Hermoſa to draw out the Troops for 
his Excellency's View, which the Lieutenant Ge- 
neral did; but underſtanding his Excellency's In- 
tention was to give the Command of the Horſe to 
Prince Vaudemont, he abſented himſelf, His Ex- 
cellency coming to the Head of the Troops, and 
miſſing the Lieutenant-General, ſent two ſeveral 
Adjutants for him; but he having no mind to ap- 
Pear, 


Bruſſels, June the 8, 1674. 
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nnen. | | 
pear, would not be found. | his Ex: 
cellency in great Anger declar'd to all the Officers 
(fince he had not found the Lieutenant-General at 
the Head of the Troops according to his Duty) 
that they ſhould no more own him as Lieutenant 
General, nor give any Obedience to him: And then 
farther fignified his Pleaſure, That Prince Vaude 
mont (whom he ſtiled General of the Horſe in 
Burgundy) ſhould be own'd and obey'd by them 
as Governour of all the Cavalry, and ro command 
them in chief next to the Duke de Villa Hermoſs, 
and his Excellency did then put him in Poſſeſſion 
of that Charge. 158 | 

The next Morning the Lieutenant-General came 
to the Duke de Villa Hermoſa, and declar'd his Rea- 
ſons why he did not attend. And that as to the 
Aﬀront his Excellency: had put upon him, by en- 
deavouring to take away his Charge, he expected 
no better Rom him ; but that it was given him by 
the King of Spain, and was not in his Excellency's 
Power to take from him. And that it might appear 
he would not retard his Majeſty's Service in this 
Conjuncture, he was reſolvd {till to continue his 
Charge, and obey Prince Vaudemont till his Com. 
plaint ſhould be heard at the Court of Spain. 

He farther told the Duke that his Excellency 
had put a double Injury upon him, firſt in not 
putting the King of Spain's Orders in Execution, 
wherein all Serjeant-Generals of Battel were com: 
manded to obey the two Lieutenant-Generals, and 
now in impoſing à General to command them, 
who had been a private Colonel only under them; 
and this not only without any Orders from Spain, 
but directly contrary to the Tenor of the King's 
Patent to them, wherein they are ordered to obey 
no General but the Duke de Villa Hermoſa, 7h 

| 8 
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(33) 
The fame Morning the Prince de Salm wrote to 
his Excellency, taking notice that his Excellency 
having made a new General of the Cavalry, who 


lonel) been under his Command, he thereupon 
thought fit to acquaint his Excellency, that it was 
not for a Perſon of his Poſt and Quality to be 
commanded by him who was ſo lately under his 

ommand ; and that therefore his Excellency 
might diſpoſe of his Regiment, for he would ſerve 
o longer in that Quality, but would accompany 
he Army this Campaign as a Voluntier. His Ex- 
llency has hereupon ſent to the Prince de Salm, 
md employ'd all that have Intereſt in him to ac- 
ept of his Charge again, and that he will ingage 
o have him made a Serjeant- General of Battel; 


SEASSTSTSSSET 


en. hut the Prince abſolutely refuſed, and laſt Night 
ted ent to his Excellency for his Diſcharge, which 
\ by Nas this Day given him. 

ys WE This has occafion'd various Diſcourſes in Court, 


Ind no ſmall murmuring in the Army, which is 
ke to be more increaſed by the Diſpoſal of the 
Regiment to a Reformed Major of Horſe, (which 
is ſaid his Excellency has prqqiſed) for then four 
the beſt Lieutenant-Colonels in the Army will 


ncy {uit their Employments (viz.) the Duke of Hol- 
not BW, the Prince de Salm, the Marquis Morebeck, 
10n, And Baron Cunier; the Marquis de Leda likewiſe 
om. retends for the Regiment, but his Excellency has 
and ot yer declar'd himſelf therein. | 
em, BW On Wedneſday Morning at Three the Marquis 


{ſſenlart went privately from hence to the Princz 
pam; Wt Oranges Quarters, where the Generals were 
ings Wot part of that Day in Council; and Yeſterday 
obey Wie Marquis and Count F/aldeck went together t5 


Wt with Genzral Soucbes about Fuliers, his Ar- 


had lately in this Service (as being a younger Col- | 


my being at preſent quarter d about Duren, ani 


And though this be ill News, yet 1 fear J (ll 


(340 


with him they are to adjuſt all Matters relating 6 
this Campaign; and till their Return all thing 
here are at a ſtand, which makes all People talk 
at random, the very Holland Pamphlets not fot 
bearing to jeet us. It's verily believ'd the Imp 
rialits will march directly for Lorain after taking 
of Treves, which they think will not bold then 
many Days when once beſieg d ; and ſrom Ly 
rain they make account of entring into Burg 
and recovering all our Loſſes before this Campaig 
be ended; but according as we proceed there is lis 
tle fign of doing what we pretend, _ 

It is whiſperd hers that there are ſome bad l 
ſtruments about the Prince of Orange, who do yer 
ill Offices in hindring, at leaſt weak ning that inti 
good Correſpondence, which ought to be betwix 
his Highneſs and his Excellency, and we are not lib 
wiſe without Diſgufts amongſt our great Offices 


ſend your Lordſhip more of it; for I confeſs I a 
not foreſee in this Conſtitution of Things, but thi 
we ſhall grow worſe and worſe, till we arrive: 
the worſt of all: Fqg having ſtumbled fo groß man 
in the very Entrance of the Campaign, we expel der- 


nothing but a Fall in the End; and the Impm and | 


fions which that Miſcarriage has made amongſt Wn: 
will ſcarce be remov'd; for what before was o mak, 
whiſperd, is now loudly ſpoken every where his 
many Letters having been lately receiv*d from Water 
Imperial Army, wherein all the Fault of not Hein 
ting Mareſchal Bellefond's Army , and relievifehey 

Nawagne, is laid at his Excellency's door. MÞDijip, 
when the Duke de Bournovile had ſent back Mcould 


Carriages and Baggage to fit his Army for an En 


gagement, and that his Vanguard were * 10 of 


9 


fight of the Freneb- Camp, the Prince' of Conde not 
being then come up: Ar that inſtant the Duke re- 
ceiv'd potitive Orders from his Excellency here, 
chat be ſhould” not upon any occafion engage or 
hazard his Army, when in all probability he had 
deftroy'd the French a „at leaft rais'd that 
Siege. 2 e 75. 
GoTueſday Night Two thouſand French Horſe 
tame towards this Place as far as Waterloo, and 
from thence ſent Four bundred Horſe very near 
the Town, who ſent a Party of thirty Horſe to a 
little Village without Namur- Port, adjoining to 
our Counterſcarp ,. it being Seven in the Morning 
our Horſe Guards were gone, and ſo they took away 
ſome Genrlemen's Horſes in the Village, and ſome 


mug Forragers, and recurn'd before our Horſe could 
wu follow them. In their Retreat the Peaſants in- 
to trapped a Lieutenant and two Troopers; but the 


French in Revenge plunder'd that Village, and 
carried away two or three of their Peaſants, whom 
as we hear fince) they hing'd in the Highway. 
Wedneſday in the Morning Captain Palermo of 
the Marquis #argnie's Regiment (who was Com- 
mandant of the Cale of Argenteau, and ſurren- 
derd it) was ſeiz'd at the Court-Gate, diſarm'd, 
and put in Irons, and then ſent to the Steen Port, 
and Orders preſently ſent to the Surintendant to 
make his Proceſs; and 'tis thought be will loſe 
as Life for yielding a Place ſo inacceſſible, that 
0 Waiter Agreement to ſurrender (the Draw-bridge 
being by Accident burn d) the French without and 
they within, were Twenty four Hours after all 
WUiligence uſed on both ſides before the French 
ould get in or they out. The Governour of Na- 
vagne being alſo in Arreſt at Raremond, the Cap- 
un of Maſter de Camp Scor's Regiment that went, 
| D 2 into 


either farther queſtion'd or clear d. 
On Wedneſday the Duke 4 Enguien artiv'd 2 


others more, and ſome leſs; the certain Numbe 
we know not, having but ſlender Intelligence from 
thoſe Quarters notwithſtanding they are fo nen 
us. But this Morning we are told that Yeſter 
Evening the Prince of Conde decamped, and is mar. 


lending Four thouſand Horſe towards Mareſchi 


with Four thouſand Horſe to inveſt Salines, t 
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into it after it was beſieg d, was by Order from 
his Excellency Yeſterday examin'd by the Sui. 


intendant, to- give an Account of that Siege and 
the Rendition of it, that the Governour may be 


Charleroy ; ſome ſay with Five thouſand Hork, 


ched betwixt Binch and Mons, upon what Deſg 
we are yet to ſeek. | 
And what was ſaid in the laſt of the Prince, 


Turene is now ContradiCted. | 
Letters came this Day from Burgundy of the lil 
of May, which ſay the King inveſted Dole the 
26**; that the 277 a Battery was rais'd on that 
ſide towards the River, being the weakeſt Par: 
That the King had ſent the Duke of Luxembuyl 


prevent their making Excurfions whilſt he was en 
gag'd in the Siege of Dole. 

Our Spaniſh Letters came this Morning, but 
bring nothing extraordinary; but we are much 
raiſed with an Expreſs come from Paris, as l 
faid, wherein is a Confirmation, with the Part: 
culars of the Victory of the Duke de Sr. German 
againſt Mareſchal Schonberg, who is ſaid to bt 
wounded and taken Priſoner, and all his Cannot 
and Baggage loſt. 

The News of the Election of the Crown. Gs 
neral to be King of Poland ſounds very harſh l 
our Ears, the Confirmation of which is this DIM 

5 com 


(37) 
come in ſeveral Letters from Germany much to the 
Regret of the Emperor, and Houſe of Auſtria; but 
its written alſo that the Lirhuanians are ſo highly 
diſſatisſied, that it's believ'd this Election will 
cauſe inteſtine Wars amongſt themſelves. 
We are told that Four thouſand Germans which 


ork, Wl were raiſed upon the King of Spain s Account, and 

nber embarked at Hamburg b, are arrived in Holland, and 

rom from thence are coming to Antwerp; which if true, 

nen will be a good Recruir to our Army. 

lter. It's ſaid here that Don Pedro Ronquillos our late 

ma. Surintendant now in Poland, is to come Ambaſ- 

clin WW fador in Ordinary into Eng land, after the Ceremo- 
nies of the Coronation are there over. 

nes We have now no Talk of fighting here, but what 

ſchal we bave in the Streets by the Unrulineſs of the 


Hollanders, who are ſo drunken and diſorderly, 
that no Day paſſes without Hurt done amongſt 
them, and no Night without a Murder or two 
in the Streets, where we have had this Week 
three or four Burghers kill'd. I pray God ei- 
ther ſend us Peace, or more engaged in War; 
s, Wor betwixt both this Country will be quickly 
ein d. | 

have nothing elſe to add, but laying my ſelf 
low at your Lordſhip's Feet humbly to beg Pardon 
for this long Trouble, and leave to ſubſcribe my 
elf with infinite Devotion, | ; 


_ May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
a Your Honour*s moſt obedient, mo#t bumble, 
and mot entirely devoted Servant, 


1h in R. B. 


com D 3 Bruſe 
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| Bruſſes,' June the 125 1674 
J ö 
Aar it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


N Saturday, being betwixt the two Poſts, | 
O took a Turn to Antwerp through the Holland 
Quarters to ſee in what Condition they were, and 
Joe them as likely Men to fight as Lever faw, both 
Horſe and Foot. The Country betwixt this and 
Antwerp is miſerably waſted, all Provifions both 
for Horſe and Man deſtroy d. Iu my Paſſage Lay 
thirty, forty, and fifty Soldiers in a poor Boot) 
Houſe, and all upon free Quarter both for Hark 
and Man; ſo that moſt of the Boors being quit 


Tv f 


ruin d have left their Habitations. Yeſterday ts 


Prince began to march with his Army : All thok 
Troops that were quarter d near Antwerp, are pal 
fed over the Seheld to Willibraoł, and the Village 
thereabour along the Canal, but ſome Regiment 
of Horſe ſomething higher into the County, 
His Highneis quarter d the laſt Night at the Caftl 
of Monſieur Vandernott at Sems, half an Hour from 
Malines towards Willibrook. This Day the Arm 
did not march; and in my Return hither this Mor 
ning on Horſe- back, I ſaw ſeveral of their Reg 
ments exerciſing as | came along, his Highneſs nd 
permitting any Days intetmiſſion without exert 
fing, but when they are upon their March. Thc 
Friezeland Troops are coming up to his Highneß 
Army, being three Regiments of Horſe, but whit 
Foot I know not. Tis ſaid his Highneſs will pak 
the Canal to morrow ; and indeed it is time, f 
thoſe Quarters will not longer maintain them 
His Excellency has ſent to the Magiſtrates of An 
werp to prepare all Materials ready for _ 
k Tos rige 


( 39) 


Bridge over the Scheid at Antwerp, and Boats and 
Timber are prepating accordingly. - _ | 

Yeſterday, the Ne to the Conde de Molina 
who is defign'd Ambaſſador from Spain to the 
Crown of Denmark, parted hence with his Lady 
and Family for - Holand, from whence. be is to 
imbark in a States Man of War. 

On Sunday about Two in the Morning Marquis 
$Aſenlger return d hither , having firſt been a 
Count Waldeck to give his Highneſs the Prince o 
Orange an Account of their Negotiation with Ge- 
— Ruremond, where they met him on 
Friday laſt, and all three ſign d a Paper, wherein 
all things relating to this Campaign were unani- 
mouſly concluded between them, for the carrying 
on the War with their feveral Armies as being all 
but one in Inteteſt. The Imperiali#s are to paſs | 
the Meuſe, and march this way, and Orders were 
given tor making the Bridge before the Generals 
parted, and Yeſterday General Sovches intended to 
begin his March. Great Preparations are making 
about Dieſt and Lowwvain, and all thoſe Quarters, 
for baking Bread for that Army, who tis ſaid 
will be about Dieß in few Days, and from 
thence are deſignd to paſs towards Namur, and 
ſo on towards Guiſe being all an open Cam- 
paign, and that way to entet Frawce, and give a 
Diverfion to the French Armies, whilſt we come on 
upon this fide, ; 

His Excellency having notice on Sunday-night, 
that the Prince of Conde had ſent away Six thou- 
and Horſe towards Lille, in order as 'twas thought 
to march towards re; he thereupon commanded 
Leſterday morning the Duke de Villa Hermoſa with 
Two thouſand Horſe to Gaunt, and to march on 


with all Diligence towards Tpre for Security of 
D 4 that 
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that Garriſon Lis Excelleney likewiſe ſent Mon 


(42) 

fieur Richards the Burgoignian Collonel , bei 

old experienc'd” Soldier, to go into wich 
Aſſiſtance of the Baron de Rock the Governour 
But laſt Night his Excellency was aſſur d, that 
thoſe Six thouſand Horſe. were not gone that way, 
but wheel'd about on the other fide of An, and 
that the Prince of Conde is with his whole Arty 
very near it, and has taken up Poſts at Roelx, and 
Chatteau q Havre, and all round the Town; and 
has commanded all the Peaſants both of Artois and 
Hamau to bring in Faggots to his Camp, as' tho 


he intended to beſiege ir, which much amazes us; 


becauſe we cannot imagine hedefigns the befieging 
of that important Place, ſo ſtrongly fortified, f 
well mann d and victuall'd, that there is want a 
nothing. There is in it the Regiments of Vaud 
mont, Belle- Roſe. Sermiento, Wargnies, and the Inj 


beſides many free Companies of Foot, with 


Companies of Dragoons, and two Regiments of 
Horſe ; and therefore cannot conceive he intend; 
to beſiege it, but only hovers there upon ſome 
other Defign; unleſs the King himſelf ſhould come 
in Perſon. I believe our Armies will now fu 
denly move, and watch the Motions of the French; 
and if they attack any Place, we are reſolved to 
relieve it, or hazard a' Battel. 

Our News from Burgundy of the 20 inſtant, i; 
that Dole was then much ſtreightend, and mb 
{erably batter'd with their Canon, and grett 
Hurt done with their Mortar- pieces, and that f 
was then believed it would be ſurrender d withit 
fews Days, if not Hours. 3 
His Excellency has diſpoſed of the Prince ! 
Salm's Regiment to the Prince's Lieutenant - Col 
lonel, whereby he has quieted all Parties tha 
Fay 4 pretendet 
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Court talk very loud of his Majeſty's ſending, or 
at leaſt permitting Recruits to go to the French. 


* 
2 = 
— 


low at your Lordſhip's Feet, and humbly to ſub; 
ſcribe my ſelf with infinite Zeal and Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhi p, 
Mur Honour s moſt obedient, moſt humble, 


and entirely devored Servant, 


R. B. 


Bruſſels, June the 19˙0, 1674; 
May it pleaſe your Lardſhip, 


vithi | | 

ON Saturday the Duke of Holſtein was diſ- 
ce 4 E by his Excellency to General Souches 
- Cof to baſten his March, and to advertiſe him where 
tha the Prince of Conde's Army was. The ſame Day our 
_ ge - Maſter 


lon: ed to it, it being his Right to have it. 
a A Veſſel coming from Scotland with One hun- 
the dred Men, being a part of the Recruits for Mar- 
or quis Dong lass Regiment, was taken by 2 Priva- 
that teer of Ofend, and brought in thither; but ano- 
way, WY ther Veſſel with treble her number got fafe into 
ant WY Dunkirk, His Excellency having notice of this, 
m and that the Men were willing to ſerve here, has 
and ſent down Collonel Scot to Oftend with Orders to 
and receive ſuch as are willing to take Service, and 
E to march with them hither, where they ſhall be 
tho muſter d in his Regiment. But his Excellency and 


I have nothing elſe to add, but to lay my ſelf 
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Maſter de Camp General, Prince Vaudimom, Count 
Valder, Marqueſs Aompelian, and Monſieur 
Lowvignies went with an Eſcorte of two thouſand 
Horſe to find a convenient Place for incamping 
our Armies, where they unfortunately miſſed of 
ſurpriz ing ſeven hundred Horſe who were onthe 
other fide of Hall, as our Generals were on this 
fide; and by their Scouts having timely difcover'd 
our Body of Horſe, they retired too ſoon to be 
engaged, their Retreat being through an incloſed 
Country, and rowards their Army, where they 
might have Ambuſcades laid. Our Generals all 
agreed to incamp our Armies at Tubiſe, a Vil- 
lage a League from Hall towards Mons, 'as being 
very advantageous for the Security of our Camp. 
On Sunday Morning a thouſand French Horſe, 
with ſome principal Officers, came to view the 
fame Place where we had been the Day before, 
having, it ſeems, receiv'd notice of our Intentions, 
which may now be probably alter'd, fince his Ex- 
cellency was this Day advertiz'd, that the Prince 
of Conde decamped this Morning at two a Clock, 
and is march'd with his Army towards Tournay , 
and a great Body of Horſe towards Aeth, to co- 
ver his March; and if this prove true, tis like- 
iy our Motion will follow his. 

Yeſterday his Excellency received an Expreſs 
from General Souches that he began his March 
from Duren on Friday, and the ſame Night in- 
camped near Aix la Chapelle, with Intentions to 

march on with all Diligence, by the way of Condro: 
towards Namur, to which Place his Excellency 
has ſent Commiſſaries to provide fifty thouſand 
Rations of Bread for that _ and has alſo ſent 
Orders for great Quantities of Bread to be baked 
In all the adjacent Parts. Tr's defigned the * 
; * 
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rial Army ſhall paſs. the Meuſe betwixt Namur 
and Hay at Anden, where a Bridge is preparing; 
and tis believ'd the Army will paſs there to mar- 
row, or on 7, at fartheſt. The Diſcourſe 
ſill holds that they ſhall march berwixt the Sam- 
bre and Meuſe, and that way enter France, whilſt 
our Army and the Prince of Orange s ſhall advance 
towards the new Conqueſts in #/anders; but this 
as yet is only ſurmize. Yeſterday after Dinner 


bis Excellency accompanyed with the Maſter de 


Camp General, Prince de Vaudemont, and Mon- 
ſieur Louwignies went to Fountain to meet his High- 
neſs and his Generals, where they were in Coun- 
cil till nine at Night, and have finally agreed, as 
we bear, without any more Conferences, for the 
marching of both Armies. Our Train of Artille- 
ry, with our Ammunition Waggons, and twenty 
Waggons loaded with Pontoons, are all ready; 
and to morrow we expect four hundred Waggons, 
with three Horſes in each, which are ſummon'd 
in from Aloſt, Dermond, and the Pau de Mats; 
ſo ſoon as they are all come we judge our Army 
will move; the Prince Vaudemen: aſſuring an Ot- 
hicer of Quality this Morning, that before the end 
of this Week our Armies would be marched from 
hence, expecting before our March the Arrival of 
the Io» rialilts at Namur, and an Interview be- 
twin -» Excellency and General Souches. It is 
nut „ Certainly known whether his Excellency 
goes Perſon into the Campaign; we ſee yet 
no vikble Preparations made for his own Train, 
which makes us judge that he will ſtay here. The 
Lake de Villa Hermoſa is ſtill in Handers with two 
thouland Horſe, at preſent betwixt Gaunt and 
Dermo;4 for the Retreilument of his Troops, from 
8 he can quickly join our Army upon 1 
March. f ls 
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His Excellency has ſent into Guelderland for our 
old Troops that are there to march hither in 
all Diligence, which are a Regiment of Croar:, 
the Regiment that was the Prince de Salm's, 
and Baron de Nong's Regiment of German Foot. 
'Tis thought my Lord Caſtlebaden will have Or- 
ders to come with -them , which his Lordſhip 
much defires, being of no uſe where he is; and 
it he continues there, it may be concluded he is 
kept out of the way that he may not be privy to 
their Councils here. 

The Prince of Orange has taken lately a Review 
of his Army, which are ſaid to be thirty two Re. 
giments of Foot, beſides the two Marine Regi. 
ments which are here at Bruſe!s, and thoſe in 
Flanders, and an hundred forty four Troops of 
Horſe, and two thouſand Dragoons ; ſo that he 
will be in the Field effectively between thirty and 
thirty five thouſand Men. What our own Army 
will be, we cannot yet make any Judgment of, 
becauſe they are diſperſed, and 'tis not yet decla- 
red publickly what Regiments ſhall march. 

The Boors. in thoſe Parts where the Hollander; 
are quartered (being infinitely oppreſſed by them) 


have taken their Opportunities of killing ſeveral 


of them, who have been found murdred in the 
Woods; whereupon great ſearch has been made, 
and Soldiers Cloaths found in ſome Boors Hou: 
ſes, upon which his Highneſs has cauſed four or 
five Boors to be executed. 

We hear that all the Priſons of Mons are full 
of French Soldiers, that the Duke 4 Ar{chort causd 
a general Muſter to be taken within the Town 
of all Perſons able to bear Arms, which amount: 
ed to near thirty thouſand Men. We cannot 
learn the certainty of what Force the French Ar- 

| 15 


(45) 
my is; all the Priſoners we take, and Deſerters 
which come from them, report them ſixty thou- 
ſand, which is more than a third part greater 
than we will give Credit to. But a Lieutenant 
of Horſe of ours that was raken near Mons, and 
is ſent back hither, who ſaw their Army all 
drawn up, judges them about forty thouſand Men, 
and thoſe as good Troops as he ever faw 

It has been whiſpered here fince our laſt Or- 
der from Spain , that his Excellency had recei- 
ved ſome Check for permitting Monſieur J Morte 
and Samur (being only Pen-Men) to intermeddle 
in the Councils of War, and for intruſting them 
more particularly in thoſe Affairs than his Gene- 
rals and great Officers, much to their Diſſatisfa- 
ion. And that which gives more Occaſion to 
believe it, is, that Monfieur Ja Motte ſince that 
time has not been ſo frequent in Councils as be- 
fore; and that his Excellency, to take him off 
from martial Affairs, has made him Preſident of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and has ſent Monſieut 
Samur to Gaunt, to be an Aſſiſtant to Count Rhe- 
nenburg, who commands there in chief. 

Letters from Ruremond of the 165 ſay, That 
the Cologn Troops which lately revolted, after ha- 
ving killed moſt of their Officers, and broken 
fiſteen Standards, have diſperſed themfel ves. 

Laſt Night Maſter de Camp Scot came hither 
with the ſixty Scorch Men that were taken at Sea 
by the Offend Caper. They were immediately 
multred, and his Excellency. gave Orders for 
cloathing them, and giving them a Months Pay, 
ana ſo the Collonel to march with them to his 
Quarters at Leue. There are two Lieutenants 
and an Enfign, one of them Mr. Maitelans . 
but they would not rake Service, and will, 1 
think. 
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ie 
think, be ſent to the French Army to morroy. 

I have nothing more of Trouble to give your 
Lordſhip, but humbly to throw my ſelf at your 
Honour s Feet, in the Quality of, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tour Honour's mo#t obedient, mo#t hamble, 


and mo#t entirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


2 _ — ” wy 
—— 
v. 


Bruſſels, June the 261 1674, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, ; 

I'T7 E continue here in the ſame Poſture we 
| did. The Imperialiſts are not yet advan. 
ted any tarther than they were, being ſtil] about 
Liege, and have been endeavouring to induce that 
Government to receive an imperial Garriſon into 
their Citadel, which we would fain perſuade dis 


et Y > Y rea. Leroy 


our ſelves here that they are inclinable to. It MI fur 
ſeems General Souches is reſolvd not to come ef 
much farther into theſe Quarters, till he is afſu- 5 

x 


red his Army ſhall want no Proviſions; and we 
how ſay they will not advance till the Corn is the 
nearer ripe, it being otherwiſe impoſſible to find 
ſufficient Subſiftence for all our Armies In the the 
mean time the Prince of Conde continues {till a: bein 
bout Mons, ſo miſerably 2 all that Coun- 
try, that there will be nothing left either for Man 
or Horſe. He has ſent Orders to the Chattel 
lany of Coartray to ſend to his Camp eight = 
| res 


SRP) 
dred Waggon-Horſes, and three hundred Cows 
for his Army, and all other Places are to provide 
proportionably. It is ſcarce credible how much 
his Army deſerts; not a Day paſſes here without 
conſiderable Numbers coming in; ſo that we have 
it from good Hands, that his Army is leſſened 
four thouſand Men ſince his encamping about 


where it was, and daily increaſes by taking in 
all Deſerters, which his Excellency here will not 
permit. On Saturday I was at his | Highneſs's 
Quarters at Semps, where there was no Appear- 
ance of marching, but an hourly Expectation for 
his Highneſs and -Excellency to go perſonally to 
confer with General Soucbes, which upon ſome 
Confideration is as yet delay d. I had a long 
Diſcourſe with Sir Malter Vane, who ſeems of 
the ame Opinion with General Souches, that there 


is not here a ſufficicot Store of Proviſions for their 


Armies, and that it would be ruinous for them 
to make any great Advance till the Corn be ripe. 
He was very inquiſitive to know really what Force 
his Excellency could ſpare to join with them, aſ- 
ſuring me that his Highneſs would part with none 
of his Men to put into our Garriſons; and that 
if his Excellency could ſend four thouſand: Horſe, 
fix thouſand Foot, and two thouſand Dragoons, 
they would expect no more; and doubted not, 
but with that Addition to do great things before 
the end of the Campaign. And we ſhall now cer- 
tainly he able to draw into the Field ten or twelve 
thouſand Men, our Troops being come from Guel- 
derland, and our Recruits from Germany being 
upon their March. 1 have undetſtood from very 
%00d Hands, that his Excellency has a great In- 


clination ” 


au die ern $ 
The Prince of: 's Army continues ſtill 


conſiſting of fix hundred Men, 


© ©. 
clination to befiege Arras, as a Place of the grey 
owns 


. reſt'Conſequenee towards regaining our loſt 


in theſe Provinces, and it is not unlikely but that 
may be the firſt Defign we go upon. | 

On Sunday Night the Marqueſs 
Governour of Dole, came hither, who was very 


kindly receiv'd by his Excellency for ſo well de: 


fending that Place. He gave his Excelleney an 
Account that one of our Regiments that was there, 
had all taken Ser- 
vice with the French, both Lieutenant Collonel, 
Major, and fix Caprains, with'their Officers and 
entire Companies. ten | 
Yeſterday Morning our German Letters gave us 
an Account of a long and ſharp Engagement be- 
twixt Marſhal Tarene and the Duke of Lorrais, 
who had with him Count Caprara, with ſome 
Saxon Troops. The Relation is differently repor- 
ted, but by a Letter of the 1) from the Duke 
of Bournovile to his Secretary here, which I had 
the Favour to ſee. It is thus written in 
Terms, That the Duke of Lorrain being inform'd 
that Marſhal Turenes Army and his were much 
about an equal Number, was reſolved to paſs the 
Neckar, and to fight him if he oppos'd his Paſ- 
ſage. That he had paſſed the River before the 
French came up, and being " upon an advan: 
tageous Ground endured ſeveral Attacks, and 
could not be forced from it; but Marſhall Turene 
having fourteen thouTand Men, and the Duke 
but eight thouſand, the French having Canon, 


and the Duke none, he was after many Charges, 


and four Hours diſpute, forced to quit that Poſt; 
but retreated in ſo good Order, ſtill bringing 
up the Rear himſelf, that he ſaved all his Bag: 


gage, and ſtill fought as he retired ; the Frenc 
preſſing 
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prelſing very hard upon him, inſomuch that there 
was no Regiment there that charged not twice or 
hrice that Day; that towards the Evening he re- 
treated to a great Wood, where the Marſhal Tu ; 
eme thought beſt to leave him for fear of an 
mbuſcade: And ſo concludes, that the Engage · 
ant ceaſed more favourably to the French than 
he Duke, that many Officers of Quality were 
i'd on the Duke's Side, and fo he believ'd on 
he French, and that the Loſs was judged near e- 
hual, and that then he had no farther Particulars 
ut that he was then drawing his Troops toge- 
her, and going in Perſon to Heidelberg, and that 
ing joined with the Duke, and the Palatine' 
toops, he doubted not of being quickly even with 

arſhal Trenne; which was the whole Subſtance 
f his Letter. There is another relation from Co- 

vn, dated the 18" inſtant, which is more parti - 

lar and long, and much to the Honour of the 
Duke of Lorrain in making ſo brave a Retreat, 

ing over · powered by a much greater Number, 
d ſays there was about two thouſand kill'd on both 

des. The Particulars will be at large in the 
ruſels Gazette, and therefore I forbear repeating 

tm to your Lordſhip. But notwithſtanding 

th theſe Accounts, the Prince de Vaudemont is 

d to have receiv'd an Expreſs of: a later Date, 

herein the Duke is ſaid to be victorious, and to 

we gained fifteen Standards, which is here re- 
ted with great Confidence; and laſt Night 

re great Fire - Works at the Prince's Houſe, for 

ly of the Victory, and his Excellency was there 

t; Wnſclf, with the Prince. Whether this be true 

ng not, your Lordſhip knows better from France 

g. Na we can here. But the moſt ſober People 

ab re judge theſe Fire Works to be in Imitation of 
ng E their 
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1 
their Neighbours, who were uſed to give Thanks 
for being no more beate. | 

Me are in great Ex pectation to hear what the 
Fleet has done for theſe two or three Days; ang 
have had a warm Report that they have take 
Blaye upon the River of Boundraux; but finding 
no Confirmation of it, that Report begins to cool, 

When I was at the Prince of Orange's Quarter 
Sir Gabriel Silvius told me of à ſad Accident thy 
bapned the Day before to Captain Max ine s Son 
who lately come from England, being fitting up 
on a Bank upon the River ſide to waſh his Fett 
the Ground ſail d, and he fell in, where he wa 
moſt unhappily-drown'd.' Tbete was an Engif 
Man with him, -who leapt in ta ve him, bi 
was very near being drown'd himſelf, and hal 
much ado to get off from him; his Body 8 
brought to the Camp while I was there, and hy 
Loſs much regrett ee. 

I have nought elſe to add, but, after laying m 
elf low at your Lordſhip's Feet, humbly to ſib 
ſcribe my ſelf with all imaginable Zeal a 
Duty, Y 817. 


4 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Nur Honour s moſt obedient, moſt humble 
and moſt intiroly devoted Ser vat . 


hoher jr 
Ma that þ 
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Bruſſels, June the 29, 1674 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 
i . the Prince of Conde decamp d from 
near Mons, and is march'd with his Army 


own Quarters were at the Abbey of Cambron near 
Chejiure. Tis believ'd he will ſpread, his Army 
terwixt Tournay, Oudenard and Aeth, to be ready 
upon the firſt notice of the Prince of Oranges and 


of Flanders. | 

Lieutenant General Agourto is come to Valenchien- 
de, with 1500 Horſe and Dragoons to be near 
the Rear of the Prince of Condes Army. Gene- 
tal Souches is alſo moving with his Army towards 
amur, though it be rather to enlarge Quarters 
han to go upon any preſent Action. His Army 
$ about Chenay, where they paſs the River Ourt, 
Ind tis faid the General himſelf is now at Mo- 
eff, the Houſe of the late Count Marcin. It 
ems his Army is much encreaſed fince their co- 
ing into the Pay de Leige by the Addition of the 


I Carriages, and ſo much Baggage, that they 
In move but very flowly, and find no fmall 
Vifficulty in getting Provifions for ſo vaſt a Num- 
r, and therefore the General ſays plainly, is 
practicable to march into the Enemy's Quar- 
Is till Corn be ripe,” and that if they advance 
boner into their Territories they muſt ſtarve , 
achat his Army will not live like Spaniards. 


E 2 The 


towards Tournay and Acth, The laft Night his 


our Army's advancing towards the new Conqueſts 


lunſter Troops; and they have ſo many hundreds 


: 
A 
— 
1 
* 


| l 

149 
k 1 4 
[ 

[ 

1 

| 

1 
1 1 
. 

1 
| 
1 i 
H 14 
i | 
{ 4 
1 
( 1 


% 2 
— — ꝓ—E — — . 


| the States of Leige to have receiv'd an Imperial 
Garriſon by N them, that their City being 


the Guard in every Port, when they had but ter 


( 52) 


The General had great Hopes to have frightned 


a Member of the Empire, his Imperial Majefhy 
expected they ſhould have received his Army x 
Friends, and it they did not he muſt look up 
them as Enemies; That he could not but take 
notice of their having three hundred Men upon 


cot twelve Men whilſt the French Army wer I. 
there, wbich ſufficiently teſtified their Inclin WM Hork 
tions; but he had as ſmall Succeſs with his Arm obſer 
as Biron ola had with his Rhetori: k, excepting Ml to be 
only, that the States opend their Purſe-ſtrings, WM many 
Phich gave his Excellency ſome preſent Saft Cana 
Aion. And he has now likewiſe touched u of th 
Spaniſh Money, his Excellency the Count Mons Berlou 


rey having conſigned a large Sum towards Pay L 

ment of his Army, ſome of the Imperial O Th: 
cers being here at this time about it; for till h time f 
be done, there is no hopes of their making u turn d 
great Advance. The two Bridges at Auen Abi Ex 
ready for their Paſſage, and we now expect ts Ce, 
ſhould paſs within few Days, all their Diff" all 


ties being remov'd. The 
Baron de Yong with his Regiment, and al ther V. 
Guelderland Troops, is come to Die/, where thafſW"-1s | 
are quartered, and at 7irlemunt and thoſe Pam w. 
and we hear that two thouſand of our new Gn Encc 
man Recruits are come as far as Guelderlanl 9d th. 
and that many more are embark'd ar Hambrough. ere n. 
On Wedneſday Morning early a Party of Fen fadya 
bravely mounted, (as we underſtand, moſt Off de Duk 
cers) came very near our Horſe Guards upon 1 
ding 


Hills, about Scarbeck and Diggam, to view h0 
01 


5 
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our Troops lay, which were indeed very looſely 
uartered, but upon that Alarm they draw each 


1 Har 
1 ght into the Field. 
(0 The ſame Day there came hither near an hun- 
died Deſerters from the Prince of Condes Army, 
of their Catalonian and Falian Regiments, who 
ko WY were immediately receiv'd into Service here by 
on WM his Excellencys Command, being all Spaniard: 
en and Lalians. | 
The Duke de Villa Hermoſa with two thouſand 
Wl Horſe ſtill continues about Dermond, ready to 
obſerve the Motions of the French that way, and 


to be in the Van of the Prince of Oranges Troops, 
many of which are quartered on this fide the 
Canal up into the Country ; and on the other fide 
of them, for their Security, lies the Baron de 
Hall. | | 

The Prince of Croye, who was taken ſome 
time ſince by the French at Erkelens, is now re- 
turn d hither upon his Rahſom eing paid; and 
his Exce!lency has given him Money for raiſing 
his German Regiments, and he returns to morrow 
in all haſt towards Cologn to raiſe them. 
The Duke de Bowrnowile has written to his Bro- 


nleſs the Germans had been all drunk or mad, 
hey would never have attempted 15 hazardous 
an Encounter as they did with Marſhal Turenne, 
and that it was little leſs chan a Miracle they 
rere not all cut oft, fighting upon ſo great a 
Dilzdvantage that it was contrary to the Senſe of 
de Duke of Lorrain, whoſe Advice, if they had 
bllowed, they had joy ned with him without ha- 
urding an Engagement. 

E 3 This 


Berlow with his Regiment of Dragoons near 


ther Viſcount Beriyn, by this laſt Order, that 


( 54) | 


This Afternoon his Excellency the Count Moy. 
terey, accompanyed with all his great Officer, 
| went out of the Scarbeck Port, to ſee the two 

Holland Marine Regiments of de Wey and Paly, 
| who lie in our Counterſcarp, drawn out into the 
Fields to exerciſe, which they did with great 

Dexterity, and much to bis Excellency's Satif 

A | 

We ate now prepared to march ſo ſoon as the 
Germans come up, and ſhall be able to draw ty 
gether ten or twelve thouſand Men. 

The Preſent for General Souches is ready, but 

his Excellency will not ſend it till he is nearer, 

and that he and the Prince of Orange have had 
| * with him, which will be within fey 

Days. "#6 

Here is at preſent nothing elſe worth you 

Lordſhip's notice, and therefore I ſhall humbly 

beg leave to ſubſcribe my ſelf, with all imaging 

ble Zeal and Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Your Honour s moſt obedient; 
moſt bumble, and 


moſt intirely devoted Ser vam, 


Bris 
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| . Bruſſels, July the 3, 1674. 


V is pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 
Y Letters from Cologn of the 29 paſt, we 
are told, that after Marſhal Turene had reti- 
red to Philipshargh, to refreſh his Army, after the 
late Battle, he there croſſed the Rhyne, and un- 


moſt of the Garriſon from Newſtad, he march'd 
thither, took it, and put a Garrifon of four hur- 
dred Men into it; and took alſo another ſmall 
Place, which he burnt to the Ground, there be- 
ing a Caſtle which had a Gatriſon in it, which 
he could not force. It's written alſo, that his 
Army is much increaſed fince the Battle, by a 
Recruit of two thouſand five hundred Dragoons, 
telides Monfieur Vaubrum's Troops who are joyn'd 
with him; that the Duke of Lorrains Army was 
about eight thouſand , beſides the Forces of the 
Circle of Franconia, and the Palatinate, and in the 
whole would be about twenty thouſand Men 
that he was marching from Ladenburgb towards 
Manheim, where he intended paſſing the Rhine, 
being reſolv'd to provoke Monſieur Turene to a 
Battle if he would accept it. The ſame Letter 
lays, that the 28** paſt, one thouſand five hun- 
red Foot, five hundred Horſe, and five hundred 
Biigoons of rhe Munſter Troops paſſed the Rhine 
ear Mulbeim, in order to their marching after 
be Imperial Army in theſe Parts. 

General Souches, with the Body of the Imperial 
my, lies encamped on the other ſide or che 
euſe near Arden, where they are to paſs, Which 
de !orbears till his whole Army be come vp, they 


E 4 1 WINE 


Brit 


derſtanding the Elector Palatine had withdrawn 
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Army, without which it would be impotlible t 


* a „ 


. 
having been forced to file off ſeveral ways to paß kee 
through the rugged Country of Condrot; befides, WM mu 


all the Munſter Troops are not yet come up to Wl tak 
him, which, tis thought, he will expect there, WM Pri. 
before the Body of his Army paſtes the River, WM to j 
His Army confiſts of fix Regiments and an half of WM mor 
Infantry, ſixteen Companies in each Regiment, pov: 
and one hundred and fifty Men in each Company, of « 
The Right Wing of their Infantry is commande i the 
by the Prince Pio, the Left Wing by Verrmulte, mak 
who was General in Candia. They have ten Re. 0 
giments of Cavalry, twelve Troops in each he Hor! 


giment, and eighty Soldiers in each Troop, which 
are commanded by the Prince of Lorrain and Ge 
neral Spark, as Lieutenant Generals. Marquek 
of Bade is General of the Ordnance, and the 
have fifty eight Pieces in their Train of Artillery; 
they have alſo the Munſter Troops which thy 
reckon at fix thouſand Men, and in the whol: 
they eſteem their Army thirty thouſand efteQine 
Men. But I ſhall have a moſt exact Account d 
their Army, and all their principal Officers, fron 
their Adjutant General, which I hope to ſent 
your Lordſhip by the next Order. 

We are told by ſome of their Officers, that 
the Army is very unruly, and notwithſtanding ths 
General uſes great Severity of Diſcipline, not 
Day paſſing without ſome Execution, yet it 8 
impoſſible to keep them in order, they declaring 
That if every Tree in the Country were a Gibb 
it ſhould not hinder them from taking whatere 
they find, which is Man's Meat, whether dead if 
alive. And therefore the General ſent to his Er 
cellency here, that notice might be given to MN! 
Country, that Cattle might be brought in tor lh 


kee! 


(57) 


WH keep them from ravaging the Country. And ris 
much feared, the Liberty which this German Army 
rakes will quite ſpoil the Diſcipline of ours and the 
Prince's Army, it they ſhall be near each other; 
to prevent which, his Excellency is publiſhing 
more ſtrict Placaerts than have been formerly for 
governing the Army. And his Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange uſes very ſtrict Diſcipline in his Army, 
the leaſt Fault not eſcaping Puniſhment , which 
makes them begin to live more regularly. 
On Saturday Night his Excellency's Guards of 
Horſe marched hence, having Orders to car 

with them four Days Provifions for themſelves 
and Horſes, and with them went his Excellency's 
Led Horſes, his Servants and Retinue, with his 
Waggons of Provifions, and went that Night to 
Lwvain, whither on Sunday Morning his Excel- 
lency follow'd, with Marqueſs Aſenlaet and Prince 
ie Vaudemont,, and arrived at the Cloyſter of St. 
Gertrude in Louvain, About two in the Aſternoon 
the Prince of. Orange , accompanied with Count 
Waldec, and many other principal Officers, paſ- 
kd through Louvain with his Guards of Horſe , 
and made no ſtay, but marched on to Tirlemont , 
where his Excellency overtook him, and thar 
Night, it was faid, they were to meet Gene- 
nl Souches at a ſmall Village not far from Tir- 
mont, in the way to Namur. His Excel- 
ency had cauſed all manner of Provifions to be 
ried for their Entertainment, and had two 


and the Prince of Oranges for their Security, and 
ne thouſand Curiaſſiers were to come with Gene- 
al Souches, Their Intentions were to return this 
Night, tor ſo I was told on Sunday at the Prince 
Oranges Quarters by Sir Gab. Silvius, who 
| | went 


bhouſand of his Horſe, beſides his Guards 
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tinues ſtill about Chieure and thoſe Parts, and tha 


(55) 
went with his Highneſs, and likewiſe by Sir le 
ter Vane, who ſtay'd behind by the Prince's Com 
mand to take care of the Army. But we hear this 
Day, that they are gone forward to the Imperial 
Army to ſee it encamped, ſo that we believe that 
neither his Highneſs nor Excellency will return til 
to morrow. Sir Walter Vane told me, after this 
Conference they ſhould ſuddenly enter upon A. 
Aion, and their Army would march fo ſoon as his 
Highneſs return d; ſo that I hope by the next] 
may give your Lordſhip an Account what Reſolu 
tions were taken in this Conference. 

On Saturday alſo went away from hence all 
the Duke de Vila Hermoſa's Equipage for this Cam 
paign, he being refolv'd not to come hither til 
the Catnpaign be ended. All the Hand-mills that 
can be found or made, are order'd to be bought 
up to carty with the Army for grinding Com 
and all imaginable Preparations are making a 
Proviſions and Forrage for the Army, and it is th 
general Belief it will not be many Days before ou 
Armies ſhall move. 

We are aſſurd the Prince of Condes Army con 


made « 
princip 
Oy and 
from t. 
ders fo1 


he has had confiderable Recruits come to him; 
but to what number we cannot, at leaſt are nd 
willing to ſay; for we ſtill continue that Humout 
of undervaluing our Enemies, and will not betiens 
them half the number that general Report maks 


them. There is a Convoy of Three thouſand ani — if 
odd hundred Waggons (of which the Country d 5 "of 


Arras furniſhed Two thouſand two hundred) com 
all ſafe ro the Army, and the Garriſons near | 
The whole Country has been charged to fend in 
great Quantities of Cattel for the Army; and w 


are told the Contribution Land of Kennaway bu 
givel 


d 
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iven Two thouſand Cows in Specie, which is 
to be rebared out of their Contribution, according 
to the Value ſet upon the Cattel by Perſons ap- 
pointed at the Delivery of them ; fo that now 
they have plenty of all ſorts of Proviſions, and 
we do not find that the Deſerters come ſo faſt to 
us as they did. | 

His Excellency the Count Monterey has lately a- 

with the Elector of Brandenburgh for Eight 
thouſand Men, who are to come hither for a Sup- 
ply of our Army, bis Excellency having now ſent 
Money and all neceſſary Orders for them; and we 
are aſſured they are already upon their March, 
and will be here in fix Weeks time at fartheſt; and 
though a good part of the Summer is paſt, yet 
me reckon we ſhall keep the Campaign for four 
Months intirely to come. 

On Friday laſt there having paſſed ſome angry 
Words berween Count Egmond and Count Me- 
rode, which came to his Excellency's Knowledge, 
he thereupon commanded them both in Arreſt, the 
frlt ro bis Houſe, the other to his Chamber, till 
they are reconciled. 

The Bridge which his Excellency ordered to be 
made over the Scheld at Antwerp is finiſhed, the 
principal Occaſion of it being for the more ſpee- 
dy and ſafe Paſſage of Convoys with Proviſions 
from the Pay de Waes, and thoſe Parts of Flan- 
ders for the Subſiſtence of the Army. 


* L have nothing elſe to add, but humbly to lay 

of” = low at your Lordſhip's Feet, in the Qua- 
ay 0 

wi J May it pleaſe your Lordſhi p,. | 

r 1. Tour Honour mo#t obedient mod humble, 

1G 1 and mo#t intirely devoted Serv ant, 

* ö R. B. 

y 1 


Bruſſels, 


Bag and Baggage at the firſt notice. 


( 60 ) 


Bruſſels, July the 10 1654 


Ulay it pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 
Olnce my laſt the Troops of the Prince of Orange; 
8 Army that were quarter d about Dieſt and 
Arſchot, are advanced towards Malines in order tg 
their going to a general rendezvous, which is now 
every Day expected, their Army as well as our 
having Orders to be in readineſs to march with 


On Saturday Morning his Excellency went t. 
confer with his Highneſs the Prince of Orange; 
and after his Return at Nine the fame Night, 
Monſieur Louvignies was diſpatched in great Di Waring 
ligence to General Soyches, to whom Yelterday his Thurſc 
Excellency ſent four Curriers with Expreſſes be. N Defigr 
tween Eight in the Morning and Three in the A: BWprincij 
ternoon; and about Five in the Evening a Genie bey he 
man of his Excellency's Chamber went Expreſs tu Ml Da 


General Soucbes, and this Morning about Fix ben t. 
Monſieur Lonvignies return d. It ſeems Generil to the 
Souches (notwithſtanding his Preſent of Diamond) uarte. 
before he paſſes the Meuſe with his Army expect Hess ( 


Month's Pay for them, which is to be paid jointly intend 
by the Prince of Orange and his Excellency : Ix ut as y 
Prince has depoſited his Proportion, and his EM The | 
cellency has given Orders for paying his Part, Aer 4c; 
ſignations being given upon Antwerp for it; -a0dWbich 1 
till the Army be paid, they «ill not paſs tiWnow th 
Aeuſe, They are at preſent betwixt Namur andWince we 
Ger, where they intend to throw over a BridglWs comin 
for Paſſage of their Army. Some Talk there pon he 
as if the Imperialifs ſhould paſs directly in, y. 
France by the way of Rocroy, whilſt our ArmiSWnd pot! 
| atten 


(61) 
attend the Prince of Conde. But I am told by 4 
great Confident of Monſieur Louvignie's, that his 
Excellency with Six thouſand Horſe and Dragoons, 
four Regiments of Spaniſh Infantry; two of Ger- 
mans, and two of Walloons, will march to join 
General Souches before he makes any farther Ad- 


1 

ace, and ſo endeavour jointly to give Battel to 
ne Prince of Conde, whilſt the Prince af Orange 
ich his Army ſhall beſiege Charkroy z and that 
5 WW General Sowches makes a Halt with his Army till 
uche Corn be nearer ripe, and that our Army draws 


Wo him. Whether this be our real Deſign I can- 
not yet fay, but a few Days will give us more 
light; in the interim this is the beſt Account I am 
able to give. The Prince of Orange's Army is pre- 
paring to march, and will certainly decamp on 


Thurſday or Friday at fartheſt, it for no other 
x WD:fign, yer (as I am inform'd by ſome of their 
principal Officers) Neceſſity will force them, for 


bey have no Forage left, their Horſes for five or 
fx Days paſt eating, green Oats and Barley; and 
den that is done, they muſt turn their Horſes in- 
o the Rye, which-will kill them all: Their new 
Quarters are appointed towards Alo; his High- 
neſs's Quarters will be in that Town, or near it. 
intend to ſee them at their general rendezvous; 
but as yet we Know not where it will be. 

The Prince of Conde continues ſtill his Quarters 
ear Heth, and his Army is encamp'd thereabouts, 
which we much wonder at, ſince he cannot but 
now the Strength of our Armies here, eſpecially 
ince we are told that his moft Chriſtian Majeſty 
coming in Perſon to his Army, which is look d 
pon here as a Romance, believing he will come 
ny where he is ſure to conquer, as in Burgundy, 


nd not in Flanders, where we make ſure he is to 
be 


. 
be beaten ; of which we are fo confident, thy 
great Wagers are offer'd to be laid that the $ 
niſh Army ſhall paſs Postneuſe near Pars delt 
the middle of Auguſt; and we make full Accoun 
that all our Armies here ſhall take up their Wiz 
ter-Quarters in France : This would be a great Al ( 
teration in the Face of our Affairs, if it ſhoul 
happen according to our Expectation. con 


We are very confident alſo that the Dutch Fi and 
have made a Deſcent about Nenx, having firſtu 
ken Bel- e, of which the Prince of Oranye has 3 
Particulars ;- however we believe it, upon om = 
Letters we haye had from Fance But the mt yt 
ſober People expect a Confirmation of it fm 1 
England, before they give Credit to the Repon " 

From Guelderland we hear that Grove is heile te 
blocked up nor beſieged, but that they are 'yey 15 
ſtrong in Garrifon, and make daily Locurge f le 
and that Maeſtriebr and Maſeyk do the like, hy ; 1 
ving in thoſe three Garriſons, with thoſe that wer of 125 
at Nævagne which is now demoliſhed, at laf Ha 
Ten thouſand Men, and that the Garriſon d a ; 
Ruremond is not without Apprehenſion of tht bei 


attempting ſomething upon them, unleſs Grave k ray 
ſuddenly beſieged by rhe Hollander. Dans 
This is all the Account I am at preſent able't Wo Be 
ive your Lordſhip, being with all imaginabe aa 
27 and Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, ceſſive 
Tour Lordſhip's moſt humble, moſt obedient, hing t 
and moſt intirely devoted Ser van, 


R. 1 Hopes, 


Bruſſ: 


„ 
uſe 
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Bruſſels, Fuly the 13, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
UR laſt Letters from Germany tell us, that 
Mareſchal Turenne being reinforced with a 
confiderable number of old Troops from Alſace 
and Lorrain, had advanced upon the Army in the 
Palatinate, and forced them to retire from Laden- 
bwgh, which he had poſſeſs d; and that he was 
marched with his Army, conſiſting of above Twen- 
ty thouſand effedive Men of old Troops towards 
Manheim, in order, as *twas thought, to beſiege 
it, Which Account does well agree with what 
the Duke of Bournovile has lately written hither to 
a ptivate Friend, wherein he complains of his ill 
Uſage in being ſent from the Imperial Army, which 
he had modelled with great Care and Difficulty, 
to command the Fragments of an Army compoſed 
of many Parts, which cannot be got together ; 
and much blames the Management of Affairs a- 
mongſt the Confederate Princes, in not ſending 
their allotted Supplies, whereby he is inforced to 
retire with the loſs of his Reputation, and with 
Danger to the Palatinate. This Account gives the 
Aflurance of Monſieur Twrenne's Victory in the late 
Battel, which we would by no means believe, ha- 
ring from time to time been deluded by the ſuc- 
ceſſive Relations we have received of the flouriſh- 
ing Condition of the Confederate Armies, magni- 
lying the Imperialiſts Power there, and viliſy ing 
that of Mareſchal Turenne s; which has ſo fill'd 
our graveſt Heads here with vain and impertinent 
Hopes, that we will not yet believe what the Con- 
[quences make evident. 

After 


— ——̃ — 222 ·˙ PU—— 
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' Quarters, fince the whole Country was eaten up, 


but the Conjectures are, becauſe Monſieur |: 


(6) 
After Monſieur Lowvignie's Return from Gene. (WM the 
ral Souches, and that he had given his Excellency 


an Account of the Advance of the Imperial 
near Dinant, and of their preſent Poſture and Re. que 


ſolutions, he went to give his Highneſs the like, tei 
and return'd the ſame Night with this Account ſo h; 
from his Highneſs, that there was an indiſpenſible (MW... 
Neceſſity for his Army ſuddenly to leave thoſe 


and that all their Horſe were forced to feed upon 
green Corn which would deſtroy them. 
Yeſterday Monſieur Louvignie was again ſent BF... - 
to the Prince of Orange with Reſolutions, as *twas . 
thought, concerning their March towards Alof, 
which Quarters have been ſome Days paſt allot: 
ted for them, and the Caſtle of Grimberg appoin- Meceive 
ted for his Highneſs's own Quarters, but upon Mfbe wa 
what account it has been deferred is not ſaid; 


Prince {till continues his Quarters about Ae:b, from Next! 
whence we expected he ſhould have retired upon 
the Advance of the Imperiali#s for the Defence of 
their own Territories; and it the Prince of Oranges 
Army ſhould advance on this fide the River, they Wh. hau. 
would lie fo looſe and open, that they would run rte x 
a great risk of being beaten up in their Quarters I the! 
by the French Troops. Beſides, the Troops that are 
to form our Army are not come up hither, nor the Nr aft 


General Officers yet artiv'd which his Excellency Ie Engen 


has ſent for. 

Several Reflections are made here upon thek WW... .. 
our reiterated Delays, and all the World wonders Ing the 
at our backwardneſs, that nothing is done eithet 
by Sea or Land before this time; whereas the, our 
Dutch Fleet might have given them a ſtrong and | 


confiderable Diverſion on the other fide, my 
| | the 


. 

the Imperial Army had made a vigorous Inroad u 

on nr of and the Prince of Oranges and our AS 
at the ſame time advanced into their new Con- 
queſts of Flanders; and i we ſhall ſtill let flip all 
theſe Advantages which we might have made by 
ſo happy a Conjuncture, it will make our Weak- 
nefs more than ordinarily conſpicuous. But the 
real Truth of our not moving fooner, is, that all 
our Generals have declared it abſolutely impracti- 
cable to march with ſuch powerful Armies into an 
Enemy's Country till the Corn be ripe; which 
ow drawing on apace, the Imperialifts are advan- 
ing, having decamped on Wedneſday Morning at 
Three a-clock ; but whether they will paſs the 
laeſe at Giver, is not publickly known; the more 
cceived Opinion here is, that they will march by 
de way of Baſfoign, and ſo to Treves, or elſe by 
ton, and fo towards Lorrain; and it's believ'd 
ne of theſe two laſt is their Intention: By the 
ext I ſhall be able to give your Lordſhip a more 
articular Account, of what at preſent we only 
ek by ConjeQuures: 

Thoſe of greateſt Judgment amongſt our Gene- 
I have propos d, as I hear, to fall upon ſome 
n the King of France's moſt confiderable Towns, 
mJ the Benefit of which we may be able to paſs 
I, and upon a ſolid Foundation maintain the 

be ar afterwards, and not to put our ſelves into 
Enemies Country, without firſt taking ſome 
ce for Retreat in caſe of Diſaſter. But others 


ek We: r2ther for making an Incurfion, and over-run- 
8 ls the Country, upon Preſumption that at our 


appearance there will be a Revolt, perſua- 
8 our ſelves that with theſe powerful Armies 
(hall do whatſoever we deſite, believing nothing 
5 What agrees with our own Imaginarions, and 
a F concluding 
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concluding before the end of this Campaign v: 
. ſhall have a great Part of Fance in our Hand 
which I am afraid will prove but a falſe he. 
flection, and that we be miſtaken in th 
Opinion we conceive of this JunQure to mi 
 Þrante. | | 

Before the Imperialiſt: marched, there was Mo 
ney allotted them by his Highneſs and his Excel 
lency together for a Month's Pay, which was e 
ry welcome to thoſe that had the good Fortune i 
receiye it, who, tis thought, will convert mdf 
of it to their own uſe, For their Infantry hu 
but a Rix-dollar a Man given them for a Succou 
and they generally murmur not only for wantd 
Pay, but of Proviſions, the whole Army bein 
four Days without Bread the laſt Week. 

The Duke de Villa Hermoſa came hither early a 
Wedneſday Morning, and continues here fil 
having left his Troops in their Quarters abel 
Dendermond, Who are ready to march at an Hou 
warning. Theſe two laſt Days have been ſpe 
in private Conſultations by his Excellency mit 
his General Officers, he not having appear d 
publick ſince Tueſday laſt till this Day; neitts 
is there yet any more appearance of our marchin 
than there was before. The Prince of Orang 
Army begins to diminiſh by Diſeaſes, many dyin 
daily, and great numbers ſick, occafion'd by thi 
ſurteiting upon Cherries, being quarter'd int 
midſt ot the Cherry-Country. 

His Excellency cauſed Yeſterday a ftrid Fi 
ciert to be publiſhed, prohibiting all Officers 
our Army, during this Campaign, to take elth 
the Tenchs, or any Share of Prizes which ſhall 
taken by any of their Soldiers, bur commands ti 


- 
. 


it te wholly divided amongſt the Soldiers | 
Ta 
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"WH their 7 — Encouragement; and has order d ano- 
ther Liberance to be prepard for this Month's 

Pay, which will be the fifth Payment they have 
had this Year. E IR ; 

Whilſt I am writing this, and was ready to end 
your Lordſhip's Trouble, Collonel Brandt, a Col- 
lonel of Dragoons under the Prince of Orange 
came to ſee me, being come in great haſte to 
Town to provide ſome Neceſſaries for his March, 
aſſuring me that Count Naſſau General of their 
Cavalry, did Yeſterday give him a private Item, 
that if he had any thing to do here, he ſhould 
come this Day and diſpatch ir, for that to mor- 
row the Army would certainly march towards 
Aloft. And I am alfo privately told, that our 
Army will march on Monday, his Excellency be- 
ing reſoly'd to pay his Devotions on Sunday at the 
great Anniverſary Solemnity of the Holy Sacra- 
ment, which is that Day kept here. 
| have nothing elſe to add, but, after laying 
y ſelf low at your Lordſhip's Feet, to beg leave 
o ſubſcribe my ſelf with all imaginable Zeal 
Wand Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


- — 


Your Honour's mo#t humble, mo#t obedient, 


and moft entirely devoted Servant, 


” R. B. 


tl F 2 Bruſſel, 
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| IB : ausge. hea 
tl. July the 17% 1616 N 
© Moy it pleaſe your Lordſbip, 57 


Ilnce my laſt, Monſieur le Prince decamped with WM fon 
8 his Army from about Aeth, and marched with a. 
it by ous on Friday in the Afternoon, bending Wi 111 
his Courſe towards the 24euſe to watch the Mo WM III 
tions of the Imperialifs, His: Head-Quarters u WM 1b 
preſent is at the Abby of Banne Eſperance, near thi 
Sam bre, and the Rene guar of his Army is polled 
at Mauvaige not far from Binch. We have ar 
Account from thoſe who are well able to judg 
who ſaw his Army at the rendezvous, and upa 
their march, that there are fixty Battallions d 
Foot, and One hundred and twenty Squadrons 
Horſe, which we reckon about Forty thouland 
But on Friday Night he ſent away ſeven or eigit 
thouſand Men towards Rocroy, and thoſe Part 
for Reinforcement of ſuch Garriſons he ſuſpety 
may be in molt danger. 

Upon the firſt notice of his March that wa, 
we were much alarm'd, fearing left he might gt 
{ome Advantage of the Inperialiſts, having ſo pet 
fect Knowledge of that Country; and therefor 
his Excellency. diſpatched three ſeveral Exprellt 
on Saturday Morning in great Diligence to git 
General Souches notice of it, and afterwards bl 
Excellency went to confer with the Prince 0 
Orange; and after a Conſultation had there, tis 
Rhynegrave was ſent to General Souches to let hi 
know what new Reſolutions were taken. It ſeem 
this ſudden Motion of Monfieur le Prince, andi 
unexpected Succeſs of Mareſchal Tarenne has muc 


alter d our Meaſures, For General Souche: * ul 
| el 
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( 
hear) is neceſſitated to ſend the third Part of his 
Troops to aſſiſt the-Confederate Armies in the Pa. 
latinate, and has thereupon made a Halt with his 
Army about Dinant and Chiney, till he is reinfor- 
ced by a Conjunction with, or a large Supply 
from the Prince of Oranges and our Army, who 
are now deſigned that way, we beginning to be 
ſettled in point of Reputation; which being much 
leſſend already by our ſo long lying ſtill, will be 
abſolurely loſt, if with ſo much Preparation and 
with ſo great Forces we ſhould conſume unproti- 
tably a whole Campaign, which at firft did ſeen 
to promiſe ſo much Advantage and Glory to Spain, 
and threaten ſo much Deſtruction and Ruin to 
France, And therefore after various Conſultations, 
it is teſolved that all ways ſhall be tried to force 
the Prince of Conde to a Battel, and according to 
the Event of that to-proceed afterwards to other 
Reſolutions 3, and with this Defign both the Prince 
of 0/ange's and out Army are advancing directly 
towards the Prince of Conde, not doubting but ro 
engage the Prince in a Battel in fix Day's time; 
the Succeſs whereof is little doubted, that this 
Morning at the rendezvous of the Prince of Orange's 


per Army, Count Waldeck told the Prince, he made 
oo queſtion bur in five Day's time they ſhould 
bare a Battel, and that his Highneſs ſhould ſe 


bat Army regain the loſt Reputation of the Hol- 
andert, and that he would loſe his right Arm, it 
that Army were not victorious over the Frencs. 
put 'tis thought fince Monſieur le Prince will be 
m much inferiour in number, he vill be more wary 
nd circumſpect than to run the ris)! of a Barrel, 
hich would be more dangerous in the Conſc- 
huences than in the preſent Loſs, ſince not on 
F 3 the 


Duke de Villa Hermoſa, and Prince Vaudemont march 


to paſs out early in the Morning; what the num. 
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the new Conqueſts, but the Fortune of France de 


pends much upon this Army. une 
Yeſterday the two Dutch Marine Regiment - 


that were here marched towards Lowwain, near 
which Place the rendezvous was this Day, his hap 
Highneſs having decamped this Morning very eu. '\ 
Iy, and js this Night quarter d at the Abby of | 
Betbelem near Louvain, the whole Army being in 
camped there. To morrow his Highneſs marches 
forwards towards Charleroy, and has this Day ſent 
a confiderable Party of Horſe and Dragoons to ſ⸗ 
cure two Paſſes upon the River of Dyle, over which 
he paſſes to morrow; one Part of his Army wil 
paſs at Hever, and the other at a Bridge betwin 
that and Havre. 


To morrow Morning Marquis Aſenlaer, th 1 


cernit 
Bell. 
good 
the C 
will t 
Relat 
veral 


with what Forces his Excellency can ſpare: The 
Ammunition-Waggons and Train of Artillery ar 
drawn up to the Park Gate near the Louvain Por, 


ber of our Troops will be is not yet ſaid. Hi 
Excellency ſtays here, not having a ſufficient Ar. 
my for his perſonal Preſence ; but all the Force 
he can get together are now about this City, and 
will certainly march to morrow Morning toward 
Namur, and will be to morrow Night near th; 
Prince of Orange. | 

I intend early to morrow Morning to go to tis 
rendezvous of the Prince's Army, and hope aftet 


wards to ſce ours, and ſo ſhall be able to give gun A 
Lordſhip a more particular Account by the next. e the 
"Tis very likely we ſhall not be many Days withou hs tal 
ſome conſiderable Action upon one Quarter or and t. 
ther of our Armies; for though tis not probable * lat 
the Prince of Conde will hazard a Battel upon Jud 

unequal 


C 2x: 


unequal Terms, yet his generous Spirit will ſcarce 

be reftrain'd from giving us ſome Side-blows upon 

the Skirts of our Armies; and whatſoever ſhall 

happen, your Lordſhip ſhall not fail of having a 
rticular and exact Account of it: 

Monfieur Odyke is this Day marched with the 
Prince; and now having ſeen the Army together 
at the rendezvous, he takes his leave to morrow, 
and returns to Zealand with his Lady, and Mon- 
feur de Lecks, who are both with the Army; and 
trom thence he will haſten into England upon his 
extraordinary Embaſſy. We are told alfo from 
the Printe's Camp, that my Lord Ambaſſador 
Teple arriv'd at the Briel on Friday Night laſt. 

is Excellency and all the Court are much a- 
mazed at the Relation they have from France con- 
cerning the Deſcent the Dutch Fleet made upon 
Bell. le, and upon that Account hope but for little 
good from their Army here, notwithſtanding all 
the Commendations that are given of it; neither 
will the Officers of the Prince's Army believe the 
Relation, though the Truth of ir be confirm'd ſe- 
veral ways. 

We hear from Ruremond of the 14 inſtant, 
that Grave was then neither beſieged nor blocked 
up; that the Garriſon conſiſts of Three thouſand 
Foot and Six hundred Horſe incamped without 
the Town, only Guards kept at the Gates, and re- 
leved from their Camp. 

It is written from Frankfort, that the Confede- 
ate Army in their Retreat thither loſt a great Part 
of their Baggage, and that Mareſchal Turenne 
ts taken ſeveral ſmall Places ſince their Retreat, 
* * they do expect he ſhould beſiege Fan- 
dale. 


F 4  Thave 


(72 ) 
I have nothing elſe to add, but humbly ko 
throw my ſelf at your Lordſhip's Feet, in the 


Quality of, 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 
' Tour Honour moſt obedient, moſt humble, 


and moſt entirely devoted 8 ervant, 


R. B 


— ———— 


Bruſſels, July the 24 167% 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

Hb Notice on Sunday that my Lord Am. 

baflador Temple was coming hither in his 
way to the Prince of Oranges Camp, I went to 
Fontaine to wait upon his Excellency , who cams 
in a Yatch from Holland. From Fontaine he {ent 
his Secretary to make a Compliment to his Excel 
lency, and to defire an E/corte for his ſafe Paſſige 
to his Highneſs's Camp, intending to make 10 
ſtay in Bruſſels, if Coaches could by any means be 
gotten, His Excellency return'd Anſwer, that be 
was much my Lord Ambaſſador's Servant, and 
would return his Compliment upon his Arrival: 
But that for his going to the Camp, the Prince 
would be marched bejore he could arrive there, 
neither could he tell where his Highneſs could be 
found; but that my Lord Ambaſlador's beſt way 
would be to return back to Malines, and from 


thence to Tirlemont, which he might do without Wick n 


al 
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u cane, and that there he might likely hear of 
e Prince. This dry Anſwer much ſurprizd his 
Excellency, ſince his return to Wako was to 
Joſe a Days time, that being farther 


4 
| rom Tirle- 
wont than Bruſſels, and that which added to his 
Trouble, was, that no Coaches were to be had 
till the next Day; whereupon 1 propoſed to his 
Excellency, that notwithſtanding it was late, and 
the ways inſecure, I would adyenture to the Prince's 
Camp by the way of Louvain, and would the next 
Moraing meet his Lordſhip at Lewvain, and bring 
his Highneſs's Anſwer. And accordingly I went, 
but his Higuneſs being marched in the beginning 
of the Night, 1 tollow'd him, and not without 
Difficulty overtook and found his Highneſs about 
twelve at Night, two Leagues from Louvain, up- 
on a very halty March; where bis Highneſs ha- 
ving no means to tead the Letter, demanded whe- 
m. ther | knew any of the Contents; to. which I re- 
bis WY ply'd, My coming was to intimate to his High- 
t0 WM nets my Lord Ambaſſador's Arrival, and that he 
ms would be the next Morning at Louvain, to re- 
ſent WM ceive his Highneſs's Directions when and where 
cel Wh he might attend him. To this his Highneſs told 
lige me, He knew not but that be might be twelve or 
; 00 Wfourteen Hours on Horſeback, and perhaps many 
s bs Miles from that Place, and that therefore it was 
t he Not poſſible for him to ſay where bis Excellency 
and might find him. And when I preſſed to know 
val: Whether Tirlemont was not a convenient Place, 
rince bis Highneſs told me that was the likelieſt Place 
ere, to hear of him; but I found by his Diſcourſe 
that he had no great mind to ſpeak at this jun- 
Qure of time with his Excellency , left perhaps 
It might create a Jealouſie in the Spaniards, who 
flick not to ſay that his Excellency's coming muſt 
* needs 


c hout 
an 
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needs be in Order to Propoſals of Peace, which 
they ſeem unwilling now to hearken to, Hi 
Highneſs told me farther, that if I would retum 
to his Quarters at Park, in my way back, there 
I ſhould find Sir Gabriel S;hvixs who was to match 


after him the next Day, and that I might dif. Þ 


courſe the Buſineſs farther with him, and his Ex. 
cellency take his Meaſures accordingly. And ſo 
from thence I went to Park, and wakened Sir G2. 
briel, and gave him an Account of the Ambaſſi- 
dor's coming, but could find no Encouragement 
from him for his Excellency's going forward; for 
he told me his Highneſs was marching with preat 
Secrecy and Diligence, with all his own and the 


Spaniſh Cavalry, towards Namur, there to join 


with five thouſand Horſe of General Soxches's Ar. 
my, who had receiv'd Orders to paſs the Meu 
that Night at Namur, and that the Spaniſh Ca. 
valry were marched the neareſt way, in order to 
their ſpeedy Conjunction with them , left the 
Prince of Conde being but four Leagues from them 
ſhould fall upon them before the Body of the 
Army could come up, and that therefore the De- 
ſign had been carryed with all imaginable Secre- 
cy; and that his Highneſs, with all his Cavalry, 
was haſtening that way, to be ready to ſecond 
them upon any Occaſion, and that the Foot were 
to march Yeſterday Morning at three, which ac 
cordingly they did, and that it was hop'd Yelter 
day by Noon the Spaniſh and Imperial Cavalry 
were join d, and that his Highneſs with his Army 
hoped as this Day to be up with them, and ſo 
jointly to advance towards the Prince of Cone; 
and that being united they ſhould be eighteen 
thouſand Horſe, and twenty two thouſand Foot 
effective. What General Souches will do with the 


relt 


CS - 
reſt of his Army, I cannot ſay, but I hear from 
good Hands that he is ordred to attend near Na- 
mur on the other fide of the Meuſe the Motions 
of the French , and accordingly to govern him- 
ſelf; and in caſe the Prince of Conde ſhould re- 
tire betwixt the Sambre and the 1 and ſo 
march back that way, that then the Imperialiſts 
ſhould move as faſt on the other Side, and paſs 
over at Giver, whilſt the Prince of Orange with 
our Army preſſes upon them on this Side; it be- 
ing now finally refolved to advance with all our 
Armies towards France; being impoſſible to find 
Subſiſtence any longer for ſuch Armies in our 
Territories. And it is verily believed, wherever 
they march they will be put to great Exigencies 
for Proviſions, not having any Stock to carry with 
them , nor ſufficient Conveniencies for grinding 
of Corn when it is ripe. # 
Laſt Night at twelve his Excellency parted 
hence after the Army; his going was carry'd 
with ſuch Secrecy that it was not known till 
Night, and then Orders were ſent to the Nohili- 
ty and Officers about the Town to accompany 
his Excellency. He took with him only his 
Guards, and Monſieur de Fue's Regiment of Horſe, 
and three or four Waggons with his own Ne- 
ceſſaries and Proviſions. The Troops had Orders 
to march without any Baggage, carrying only 
each of them a Sack of Oats. His Excellency 
left ſtrict Orders that all the Ports of the Town 
ſhould this Day be kept ſhut *rill twelve at Noon, 
and no Boat, Meſſenger, Poſt, or other Perſon, to 
go out before that time upon Pain of Death. 
This Afternoon I was inform'd , by an Officer 
who came this Morning from Mons, that the 
Prince 
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Prince of Conde was retiring with his Army, ani th 
was Yeſterday in the Afternoon at Maubeux upon e 
the Sambre, whictris a great way before our Troops fic 
and it is believ'd that he will ſufficiently rein: bu 
force Philipvil, Nocroy, and all the Garri ſons ot 41 
thoſe Parts, and then retire toward Doway, 
where he will encamp himſelf about thoſe Rivers - 
a\ 


and lie ſecurely, and want no Proviſion. 
© His Excellency has ſent for all the Troops that IM bat 
can be fpared from Flavders. The Regiment of | 
Velaſco is come already, that of Aldadoe, and 
the Regiments of Duke d Avery, Baron de Yong, fab! 
and Marqueſs Bournovile are upon their March 
and will be here in a Day or two with ſome Sys- 
viſb Troops alſo, and all the Troops that can he 
ſpared from Cambray , Valenciennes, and Conde, 
are fent to draw out and join our Army, All 
which Forces together will ſo far exceed the French, 
that we make no queſtion of making a quick De- 
ciſion in this great Buſineſs. Our Letters Yeſter- 
day from Germany, ſeem to intimate, as though 
Martial Turenne ſhould be bending this Way with 
his Army to ſuccour the Prince of Conde. 
Yeſterday, when we came from Louvain, |! 
ſent my Man back with Letters from his Excel len. 
cy to the Prince of Oranges Army, who is jult 
now return'd, having left his Highneſs laſt Night 
# encamp'd with his Army near Hey/:ſſem Abby, two 
P Leagues on the right Hand of Tirlemont ; He fays, 
7 Sir Valter Vane told him that they intended this 
1 Day to march forwards towards Charleroy, ani 
bl by the way join the Imperialiſts, which they 
1 huop'd to do this Afternoon. In his Return this 
Day from Tirlemont, he met his Excellency the 


; Count de Monterey about Twelve at Noon, palling 
| througb 
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through Louvain, having ſtay d ſome Hours to 
refreſh himſelf and Troops in the Fields on this 
fide Louvain, and ſo made no Stay in the Town, 
but paſſed directly towards the Prince of Oranges 


Lelterday, about Noon, Monſieur Odyke par- 
ted from Louvain to Malines, and ſo for Zealand; 
having firſt given a Complement to my Lord Am- 
baſſador Temple at his Inn. 

| have nothing elſe to add, but humbly to throw 
U my ſelf at your Lordſhip's Feet, and beg leave to 


„ ſubſcribe my ſelf with all imaginable Zeal and 
4 Obſervance, 

HM May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

f Your Honour s moſt bumble, mo#} obedient, 
1 | and moi? entirely devoted Servant, 
el. 

gh R. B. 
Iti | 


— — — —_ _— 


Bruſſels, July the 276, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
D Wedneſday Morning his Excellency my 
Lord Ambaſſador Temple parted hence for 
Antwerp, where he intended yeſterday to reſt, 
and this Day to go forwards towards the Hague in 

us Yatch. 

On Sunday Night and Munday Morning five 
ouſand of General Seuchen Cavaliy. paſſed the 
Meuſe 
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Menſe at Namur, with the General, and many of WW ". 
his principal Officers in the Head of them, and 
advanced that Day between Fudoign and Gem 
blours, the General's Quarters being at Boſſet Ab. 

bey. The four thouſand Spaniſh Cavalry , under hl 
Marqueſs Afenlaer , encamped between Fudoigy 
and Wavre. 

On Tueſday General Souches and the Spaniþ 3 
Cavalry join'd ; the ſame Night his Excellency the a 
Count Monterey arriv'd at his Highneſs's Cam, BY 
between Hyleſſem and Huygard. On Wedneſday Þ a 
Morning his Highneſs, his Excellency, Generl 7 
Souches, and all the other Generals met at Jauch 
where they held a long Council of War, imme 
diately after which, Orders were ſent by Generi 
Souches for his whole Army to paſs 8 2 
Namur, which they did accordingly ; the Rex 
of their Army paſſing yeſterday Morning, an 
they are now all united, being about ſeventy thou 
{and Men. 

On Wedneſday, after the Council of War wz 
ended, his Highneſs and Excellency, with all the 
Generals, dined together at VHaſtin; his High 
neſss Army that Night encamping betwixt Ju 
doign and Gemblours, the Spaniſh Cavalry about 
Peruez,, and General Souches's Army betwixt Gem: 
 blours and Fleura, his own Quarters being at Sow 
bret Abbey. 

Yeſterday the Army ſettled, and great Con 
ſultations were had what farther Meaſure 
' ſhould be taken, after which Prince YVaudemmt 
entertain'd his Highneſs and Excellency, &c«. at 
Peruex. 

It's thought his Excellency will not return ſince 
there is ſo great likelihood of ſpeedy Action, mz 

| m 
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ny believing there will be a Battle fought to 
morrow or Sunday, both Armies being now with- 
in three or four Leagues of each other, and that 
in a great Campaign, where ſeveral Rencounters 
have paſſed already betwixt flying Parties, with 
yarious Succeſs. | | 

By a particular Friend, come this Day from 
Nivele, I am aſſured that Monfieur le Prince was 
laſt Night encamped with his Army between 
Fountain I'Eveſque, Treſny, and Herimont, that his 
Guards were kept in ſeveral Places towards Senef, 
Revex, Brunſhove, and that the Guards of Gene- 
ral Souches were kept not far from them. 
The Duke d Arſcbott, with Lieutenant General 
Agourto, and all the Spaniſh Forces in thoſe Parts 
amounting to ſeven thouſand ate poſted near 
Moms, betwixt that and St. Giſiain, with Inten- 
tion to impede the Retreat of the Prince of 
Conde if he ſhould ſtir that way; and 'tis be- 
lier d that by this time the Imperialiſts have en- 
deavour d to poſſeſs themſelves of Pontlon upon 
the Sambre near Cbaſtelet, thereby to pals over, 
and prevent the Prince's paſſing at Marchienne an 
Pont; ſo that he muſt then be neceſſitated either 
to give Battle or to retire towards Maubeux, and 
pals there, having (as tis faid) thrown over ſe- 
veral Bridges between that and Marchienne au Pont. 
But by his ſo long ſtay in the Place where he is, 
being a Race Campaign, tis thought impoſſible 
lor him to retire without fighting, our Armies 
being drawn ſo near him. The general Diſcourſe 
here is, that if he does retire, one part of the 
my will beſiege Charteroy, whilſt the other fol- 
lows Monfieur le Prince, they being ſo numerous, 
and ſo much overpowering him, belidgs the Span ſh 

| Troops 
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Troops about 22s, and thoſe here, and that au 

coming from Flanders; bur whete to find Subf- * 

ſtence for all theſe Armies, I cannot imagine, the = 

Corn being deftroy'd in all Places they paß, with Wi; 

their Horſes and making their Barracks, fo that . 

there is none left to make Bread. And we heat 

that the imperial Army was the laſt Week thres 
Marqueſs 40/e#a General of the Ordnance is 

left Commander in chief here, and Viſeount By 

lin Governour. We have at prefent Monvalts's, 

Spinoſa's, Belereiter's, and Mindriſes Spaniſh Regi. 

ments, with Baton de Tong's of Gen mans, and half 

Marqueſs Wargnie's, befides the Regiments of 4. 

dadoe, Duke d „ and Marqueſs Boxynovil, 

that are marching 


hither from #a:ders with ſome 
Troops of Horſe, which being joined with the 
three Regiments at Namur, of Rado, the lalian 
Regiment, and. Count Boumont, will make 2 con: 
fiderable Body; his Excellency” being reſolved to 
drain all his Garrifons, having no Enemy to trot 
ble them. | 
A Company of Dragoons under Captain 4 


Ma 
Ince 


0 en 
lf of 


Maunie, in Garrifon at Bouhain, having receiv'd if 
Orders to march towards Mons to join Lieutenant es 
General Agourto, fell all into a Mutiny, and gene- phnet 
rally refuſed ro march, upon Prerence of ſome fals. 
Money their Captain had fRopped from them by Wii; 0. 
Order from his Collonel, for their Subſiſtence in ens E 
the Campaign. The Captain kill'd one that e. Nu of! 
fus d, and wounded many, ſo that they all fled MW: bear 
to the Church, from whence they were taken I 1,6 
out, and by the Governor forced to march; Nrween 
and fo ſoon as they joined Lieutenant General Nied 
Aourto, he caus d ten of the principal Muti. palit 
neels Kring 


5 
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ſhier d. © 


imaginable. Zeal and Duty, 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tour Honour i moſt bumble, moſt obedient, 


4 oo” oo 


and moſt entirely devoted 8 ervant, 


R. B. 


Brſſels, Auguſt the), 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Ince Saturday Noon all our Armies have been 
D encamped near Novelle, within a League and 
lt of the Enemy; the Imperialiſts betwixt Re- 
and Roſigny , the Spaniards and Prince of O- 
me's Army betwixt Archenne and Roſigny. His 
ghneſs, with his Excellency, and all the Ge- 
als, have had ſeveral Conſultations in the Su- 
lbs of Rivelle, where they are quartered. All 
lens Eyes and Ears are taken up with Expecta- 
dn of the great Reſults of their Councils, which 
| hear have been very unconcurring. 


2 3 S. A 5 & S 2. Ed La 


en I Monſieur le Prince ſtill continues in his old Poſt 
ch; Wivecn Peyton and 7 reſignie, where he is ſtrongly 
- hed with a great Trench round his Camp, 


J pallifadoed round; he lies at a cloſe Guard, 


ring our Army no Play except in ſmall Par- 
G ries, 


2 
8 


nets to draw Straws, and two were harquebu- 


[ have f6:%iag elſe to add, but to throw my 
ſelf low at your Lordſhip's Feet, being with all 
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tie „which frequently skirmiſh between boy 
mps. 

On Sunday Moraing early General Spark wen 
out with four thouſand Horſe to take a view g 
the Enemies Camp, and taking his way near Ch 
roy, he fell in with a Party of three hundre 
French Horſe, whom he attacked under the Cy 
non of Charleroy, whilſt they ſhot violently x 
him, and cut them all to pieces, not giving 
Quarter to the Collonel though earneſtly begged 
This Relation came this Afternoon from th 
Camp, by ſome Officers who affirm'd they wer 
pre ſent. | 

The Duke of Luxenburgh is quartered nit 
two thouſand five hundred Horſe and Dragon 
at the Bridge of Marchienne au Pont upon th 
Sambre, to ſecure that Paſſage , by which the 
greateſt part of Proviſions come to the Cam 
Moſt part of Sunday Monfieur le Prince was i 
Charleroy , in Council with his principal Off 
and we expected the Reſult would have been hi 
retiring Yeſterday with his Army, but we tl" 
e in him to leave ſo advantagecu Pitt 

oſt. 94 
Yeſterday Lieutenant General Agourto join d d 
Army with two thouſand five hundred Horſe 


Dragoons, and the like Number of Inſang . Int 
which came from Mon, and thoſe Parts; ant" 
was believ'd upon return of the great Convoy = 
our Camp, which went hence Yelterday, that d ole / 
Armies would have decamped this Day, be 
do not; another great Convoy being this Ac 
- noon come hither, and Monſieur Samur the! 0 con 
tendant of the Artillery is come with Orders e lis 
all our great Guns to go to Morrow to the Carpy > 5 
| * ed, 1 
cis, 


5 
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Our Armies have ſuffered ſome Scarcity through 
our own Diſorders, the whole Country being un- 


"IM inhabired thar ſhould ſupply chem, whilſt the 
ab by their good Government want nothing, 
4 having conſtant and orderly Markets in their 


Camp. This has occafton'd many of our Men 
to deſert, eſpecially the Hollanders; on Saturday 
twenty five Grenadeers deſerted in one Company, 
and great Numbers go away daily unſeen, be- 
ing ſo near the Enemies Camp. On Sunday fix 
were taken in their way between both Camps, 
nd immediately executed. It ſeems the Hallan- 
'rs entertain'd all French Deſerters, which now 
king near theit Armies run back again, drawing 
many more with them, which makes us judge 
beit former deſerting was a Trick. Great Con- 
oys are daily ſent to our Camp, but tis not ea- 
y to provide Victuals for fo many Mouths, one 
onyoy ſerving them but a Meal; however, 
hey want not ſo much for their Belly as for 
Drink, Moiſture being as neceſſary as Meat, and 
rſt ro an Army in this Weather is leſs ſuppot- 
able than Famine; and there is not only a want 
Beer, but good Water is ſaid to be more ſcarce 


8 | the Camp than Wine here. The Diſorders 
au Inſolencies committed by the Germans are 
aue credible. His Excellency has had ſharp 
voy ords with General Sowches concerning them, 
bat oo Anſiver was, That if his Excellency plea- 

“be would that Day hang one hundred, the 

two hundred, and fo double each Day till 
the come to a thoufand, but when all that was 
des e, his Army would continue the ſame Diſor- 


5; at which Anſwer his Excellency was much 
wed, it juſtifying in Effect his Soldiers Inſo- 
cies. However, his Excellency carries fair 

G 2 Wea- 
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Weather in his Face, though he have a Storm i 
bis Heart, and careſſes our Auxiliaries rather gy 
of Fear than Love. 

There is nothing to be heard in our Streets hex 
but crying and complaining againſt the bath 
rous Inſolence of the Germans; and indeed th 
ſad Spectacle of this Countries devaſtation, f 
much diſheartens the Minds of the moſt ſobe 


People, that they begin to ſay, They bad ratte ©: 
be conquer'd by the French than conquer with th Ver 
Germans; though as yet we are far enough frail It 
this laſt Point; for though our Armies are vey but 
numerous, yet the well diſciplin'd and ſmall T 


Forces of the French, under ſuch an experienct 
General as Monſieur le Prince, will be as &< 
ctual in Proof as our great Armies, which bein 
compoſed of a medly of Nations, are not lik 
to agree well amongſt themſelves. ' A pregnant 
Inſtance of which hapned the other Day: A fu 
ty of German Horſe watching a Booty about 
League from hence, encountred with a ſilk 
Party of Spaniſh Cavalry, with Intentions to a 
tack and pillage them, but underſtanding by thi 
Officer that they were Spaniards , they ſwore 
their uſual German Oath, That it was well the 
were good Friends, for had they been the Sk 
lums, (Hollander: they ſhould have been all cutd 
The Truth is they ſpare none, no Safeguard 
vailing where they are able to maſter, and fot 
Boors make as ſhort work with them, ſhoot 
them wherever they paſs. On Saturday twi 
of them were killed by the Boors not far in 
hence, with a German Count, much to the 1798 
ot General Seuches, who affirms that he had il, 
ther have loſt a thouſand Men in his Army. 
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What farther Meaſures our Armies will take 
is as yet impoſhble to ſay, but by the next I 
ſhall be able to give your Lordſhip a very par- 
on WY dcular Account, having this Day ſent an Expreſs 
to Sir Walter Vane, who ſtays with him till 
de Army decamp, which will be on Thurſday 


next. 
, We hear from Guelderland that the Siege of 
Grave goes on very flowly. We hear from ſe- 
* yeral Hands that Monfieur Turenne is marching 
with his Army from the Palatinate towards France, 
but we are not willing to believe it without more 
Confirmation. 
I have nothing elſe to add, but to lay my ſelf 
low at your Lordſhip's Feet in the Quality of, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Your Honour s moſt humble, moſt obedient, 


and maſt intirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


Bruſſels, Auguſt the 14", 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

© N Satuday Noon came hither the Count of 

Ol/denburgh in his way for the Hague, with 
n Eſcorte from the Prince of Oranges Camp, ha- 

ing that Morning early left his Highneſs mar- 

ding with his whole Army towards Marimont, 

Wl | G 3 where 


(860 
where they intended that Night to encamp. He 
told us publickly in Diſcourſe at Dinner, tha 
there was no gogd Correſpondence in the Camp Wt 
between the Spaniards and Hollanders, nor indegd 1 
between any of them: That he fear'd the gen Mi” 
Diſagreement in their Councils, would much pre. 5 
judice their publick Concerns, He faid in tho ,“ 
tew Days they had been incamped near Nowell, * 
Seven hundred of their Army had been taken Pri- WW” 
ſoners, Spaniards as well as Hollander: and German, Wt 
That on Thurſday the French took Three bundred l. 
German Foragets, and that our Army had not tz 
ken twenty French ſince their coming thither, ex: 
cepting Spies, which they took daily, and the 
Day before a very remarkable one, being a young 
German Gentleman of a very good Family and 
Quality in Pryfia, who was of the Daupbir's Re 
giment; and having (as he faid) loſt a confide 
rable Sum at Play, was induced upon Promiſe of 
great Reward to undertake that hazardous Em- 
—_— He came very confidently with his 
oots on into the Prince of Oranges Quarters, like 
an Officer of the Army, where he was preſently 
known, ſeized upon, put to the Queſtion, con 
felled his being ſent, and in two Hours after ws 
hanged before his Higneſs's Quarters. The Count 
told us that many of our Soldiers deſerted , and 
that thirty of his Highneſs's Guards of Grenadeen 
deſerting in one Company, who were all French, 
his Highneſs thereupon cauſed all the French to 
be ſtripped, and chaſed out of his Army: 
e laid, it was a fight would move Pity i 
Turks, to ſee ſo brave a Country as this ſo mile: 
rably ruin'd by their Armies, ſparing no Place, 
but pillaging and razing all in their way : Thal 
bis Highneſs was very ſevere in puniſhing * 
b a a |; eſs, 


are | 
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ters, having given ſtrict Command for the hang- 
ing any Soldier that ſhould be found ſtragling 
without Paſſeport, and that accordingly no Day 
rafſed without many Executions. He told us it 
was gencrally reſolved to attack ſome Place, and 
it was thought Queſnoy; that it was very proba- 
ble we might hear of ſome ſudden Action, our 
Armies marching ſo near the Enemy, and that be- 
twixt three and four thoufand Horſe were drawn 

out that Morning for —_ of the Army whilſt 

they match'd fo near the Enemies Flank. We 

jad no ſooner dined, than word was brought us 

that great ſhooting was heard without the Town 

towards Nivelle ; which continuing till ten that 

Night, made us conclude the Armies were en - 

paged. 


4 
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" The Count told us, that on Friday his Excellen- 
* y being defirous to ſee fome of his Guards skir- 
1 ſh with the Enemy ; thereupon Monſieur 4 


are and Don Domingo de Saiſel, the two Cap- 
uns of his Guards, took out ſome other Officers 
fell mounted with Intention to ſhew his Excel- 
ency ſome Divertiſement. But the Nimble- 
ls of the French ſurpaſſing their Spaniſh Gra- 
Ity, Don Domingo with two more was preſently 
tken Priſoners, and one kill'd, and Monfieur de 
are had been certainly kill'd or taken, bur that 
& was reſcued by a brisk Lieutenant, who told 
Im when he came back before his Excellency, 
hat there was much difference between skirmith- 
Is before an Enemies Camp, and in a Carowſet 
tlore Ladies, 
On Sunday Morning early many Dutch Waggo: 
s were at our Ports, with fome hundred of 
2ggon- Horſes cut from their Waggons, affir- 
ing that the French had fallen upon the Rere- 
G 4. guard 
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guard of their Army upon Saturday about Eleven te 
at Noon, had defeated them; and in the mean N 
time another Party had ſeized the Carriages of 


on 
the Prince of Oranges Army, and that they ha +: 
eſcaped with great Difficulty. This Relation put WM Le 
us here in much Diſorder, eſpecially a continued WM ty: 
number of People coming) from the Army in 2 il ott 
great Confuſion, and giving ſuch impertet WM all 
Relations, that we know not what Credit v to! 
give to them, ſince no Expreſs was come from Nan 
the Army, nor one Spaniard or German een + Ml Un 
mongſt them, which made us hope our Arm her 
were intire and fighting. The ſame Day ata ere: 
Dinner came ſeveral Dutch Waggons, and + Fer 
mongſt them one of Sir Walter Vane's, and tw ther 
of my Lord Clares, whoſe Servants came to coſt 
to get Admittance into the Town, Orders beig thou 
given to refuſe Entrance. After I had them aM Fe 


my Lodging, they gave me the ſame Relation T 
had before, but with this farther, That beſo Batt: 
they eſcap'd the French were got up to the tagec 
Carriages, and were pillaging them: That St 
Walter Vane had ten Waggons, and this was ol 


ſaved: That my Lord Clares were both ber the ! 
They told me when they were got ſome diltanah Army 
from the Army upon a riſing Ground, they ſ Grou 
the Prince's Canon deſerted , and nine EnligM pulſe: 
running away with their Colours, without o thouſ 
Soldier following them, and that never ua far en 
Contuſion was ſeen ; ſome Waggoners cutting were 
their Ropes, and running away with their H Suppl 
ſes; ſome endeavouring to drive their Waggu mies 
over Hedges, where they were overturn'd a Battel 
broken: That in this Diſorder they got away} Count. 
far as Nivelle, where they lay under the Wall part, 
that Night, the Town not permitting any to A &*rs of 


( 
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ter: That the ſhooting continued till Eleven at 
Night, the Heavens ſeeming all on Fire : Thar 
on Monday Morning early they came from N;- 
delle, and heard ſhooting till they came within a 
League of this Place, bur not fo violent as on Sa- 
turday. Theſe diſmal Relations one after the 
other gave the whole Town no ſmall Perplexity, 
all People thronging to the Namur and Hall Port 
to hear News. At laſt about Ten at Night came 
an Expreſs from his Excellency, being one of the 
Under-Secretaries, who brought an Account to 
her Excellency , that our Armies had gained a 
great Victory, kept the Field, and beaten the 
French with great Loſs into their Camp, purſuing 
them to their Trenches: That this Victory had 
coſt dear, many brave Officers loſt, and ſome 
thouſands of Soldiers on both fides; but that the 
French had much the greater Loſs. 
The manner his Excellency's Letter related the 
Battel was thus: That the French in a very advan- 
tageous Place had from a Wood attacked our Rear- 
guard, cut in pieces ſome Squadrons of Horſe, 
and Battallions of Foot, and had pillaged moſt of 
the Prince of Orange's Carriages; but that our 
Army turning Head upon them as faſt as the 
Ground would permit, they were preſently re- 
pulſed : That Monſieur le Prince having ſent Six 
thouſand Horſe to ſecond this Body, they were ſo 
tar engaged by our Cavalry, that freſh Troops 
were ſent to ſuccour them; and ſo in fine, one 
Supply was ſent after another till the whole Ar- 
mies became engaged, and that in ſo bloody a 
Battel, that the like has not been known in theſe 
Countries: That ſome thouſands are kill'd on our 
part, but more of the Enemies: That many Offi- 
cers of Quality were kill'd, and many miſſing, 
| and 


and amongſt them our Maſter de Camp General Pol 


Night in great Fury they attack'd the Line, ſur- 
Camp, Cannon and Baggage: That Monfieur le 
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Marquis Aſenlaer, and Prince de Salm: That the Vi 
Regiment of Ho/fein was cut in pieces, having 15 
endured the firſt Shock of the French Fury: That 
we were intirely Maſters of the Field; and in 


caſe the Prince of Conde did not retire from hi if 
Camp, they intended to attack him, and force it, — 
This was the Subſtance of ſo much of his Excel- - R 
lency's Letter, as the Marquis 4” Offers (who 5 
commands in his Abſence) was pleas d to commu- us 
nicate to ſome principal Officers for their general WM. 
Satisfaction; | but I am told, there were other Par- 5 
ticulars not ſo ſatisfactory, which were conceal'd. hy i 


This News was that Night carried to the Magi 
ſtrates, who were aſſembled in the Town-Houfe, 
and all the City rung of the Victory. Yeſterday 
there was great Rejoicing, and the Victory was 
magniſied to that degree, according to Men's ſe 
veral Inclinations and Inventions, that I have ne- 
ver heard ſuch Romantick Stories told: That af: 
ter the Germans had made a prodigious Slaugh- 
ter of the French without their Camp, in the 


mounted all Difficulties, and gain'd the Enemies 


Prince with ſome poor Fragments were eſcaped to 
Charleroy, where he was beſieged ; and that Eight 
thouſand German Cavalry were following the 
French, who fled over the Sambre towards Re 
croy : That the Duke of Enguien was mortally 
wounded, and taken Priſoner, the Duke of Lax: 
emburch and M. Rocheford (and Bellefond that ne- 
ver was there) kilPd ; and theſe Stories related 
at Court, and in all Places by Officers and othets, 
and counterfeir Letters written from the Camp 
produced of it, that] preſume by the laſt Nie 

0 
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oft for Gems and Holand, the News is car- 
101 into moſt Parts of Cbriſtendom of the 92 
Victory that ever was obtained againſt the French, 
lor we talk of no lefs than Ten thouſand kill d on 
our fide, and Fifteen on theirs. © 

Our great Counſellors and Politicians were al- 
ready concluding the Peace, and that nothing leis 
than reducing the French King to the Peace of 
Worms would be accepted, that of the ans 
to he ſet alide as well as that of Aix. Theſe 
Things I do affirm feriouſly ro your Lordſhip 
Jdere ſpoken in my bearing Yeſterday at Dinner, 
by ſome of the great Council of Rrabam. Yetter- 
tay in the Afternoon about Three came another 
Exprefs from his Excellency, which being in Cy- 
pher took up ſo much time, that we knew no- 
thing of it but in general Terms that it was a 
Confirmation of the Victory, but ſomething more 
moderated than before: By this time our Heat began 
alittle to cool; and at Night there came to my 
Lodging a Gentleman of Nvelle, of the Houſe of 
Lunoy, a ſober Perſon, and always well affected 
he to the Spaniſh Intereſt ; and he aſſur d us, that 
hatever Relations we had of the greatneſs of 
be Victory, the Prince of Conde ſtill continued 
n his Camp, had taken many Priſoners, much 
Booty, many Colours, and as ſome ſaid Cannon: 
hat our Armies were gone towards Mons, his 
xcellency retiring that way when the Battel be- 
n, where he might hear it, and have an Ac- 
ount given him without Danger: That he was 
It preſent in or near Mons, and his Highneſs the 
nince of Oranges and General Souches's Armies 
camped about Men, and betwixt that and 
Buch, That if it were acknowledged a drawn 
tel, it was much in our Favour; for that by 

"ROW" wad hes cat? 2 


wounded, may ſomething retard, if not change 


yet to any Hand that we can give Credit to, 


which your Lordſhip ſhall receive by the next. 


£82) 
all Circumſtances the Victory rather inclin'd to the 
French, fince they continued in the ſame Poſt 
they were before the Battel, having perfomd IM © 


what they attempted, and more than they ex. 


pected. He fays farther, that Yeſterday in the 
Afternoon the Prince of Conde ſent a Trumpet to 
the Prince of Orange to give notice of what Pri. 
ſoners of Quality he had; amongſt which wy 
our Maſter de Camp General wounded , but 


— dangerouſly, and many more of great Qu. 


ty. 
What farther Meaſures our Armies will take 
is not known, but tis much feard the loſs and 
want of ſo many principal Officers who ar: 


the Reſolutions = had taken, 
There are no Particulars ' of the Battel come 


A Letter came laſt Night to the Princeſs of 
Vaudemont , being written on Sunday Night at 
Mons, and by the Favour of a ſpecial Friend, 
I here ſend your Lordſhip a Copy of it, which 
is the only Account I have yet ſeen, and I be. 
lieve much of Truth in it. I have this Mor: 
ning ſent a Trumpet Expreſs to Sir Valter Jau 
and my Lord Clare, to acquaint them of their 
Waggons being here; and at his Return, I ex 
pect to have the true and full Particulars, 


In the interim, your Honour will be pleas! 
to accept of this broken and imperfect Reli 
tion; which it it ſhould paſs through you 
Lordſhip's Hands, to thoſe of his moſt Sactel 
Majeſty, and that any Weakneſs or Error ſhould 
be found in what I have written, I muſt the 


humbly implore your Honour will pleaſe to . 
erci 
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to plead my Excuſe fe the Imperſections of, 
May it pleaſe your Lotdſhip, 
Tour Honour's moſt humble, moſt obedient, 
and moſt intirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


Since the Writing hereof we had certain 
News that our Maſter de Camp General is dead 
of his Wounds in the French Camp, and 
e fat Count Merode is Priſoner there, and woun- 
ded; the Prince de Salm is Priſoner, but not 
of wounded. 


lor. Bruſſels, Auguſt the 17, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


als, W are as yet every Day more than other in 
the dark as to our great Victory, which is 

eaxU related ſo many ways that ſober Men begin much 
(eli todoubr the Truth of it. I have ſpoken with ſeve- 
you ral Officers of Quality of our Side, prudent, well- 
ace remper'd Men, that were in the Battle, theſe ſay 
would they believe we had a Victory, becauſe our Ge- 
tdeng nerals tell them fo, otherwiſe they ſee no Foun- 

0 dation for it. That if we had a Victory, it was 
ercik managed 


erciſe that part of your accuſtomed Goodneſz, as 


tel, had the Pillage of the Field, and continue 


(94) 
managed to our eternal Diſhonour, becauſe, the 
Battel continuing till Midnight, we did — liay 
till the Morning, but marched off from the Pla tt 
of Battel before Day, without Sound of Trum. 
pet or Drum beating, leaving not only our dea 
and wounded Men upon the. Field, but the Fl. I. 
lage of the Field to the French, who came early il © 
again on Sunday Morning upon the Place of Bar. Ml © 


there to carry off their dead and wounded Men, 


wherein two hundred Waggons were employet 4 
all that Day; whilſt our Men were left wounded geit 
and dy ing without Aſſiſtance, to the great Scan. 5 
dal * old Generals, it being not only an 0) 1 5 
miſſion of Conſequence in point of Conduct an Pl 
ation , but alſo in point of Humanity, u ; * 
leave fuch Numbers of poor wounded Creature wat 
to the Mercy of our Enemies, whilſt we cry d uy Wl Ir. 
our ſelves victorious. But the truth is, our Ce. t. . 
nerals (being moſt wounded, or perfectly tired will. 
out with that Days AQion) conlidered not what r © 
was fit to be done till they had marched a League WI. C 
from the Place of Battel, and then it was not 175 
thought Prudence to march back to hazard om — 
Armies. The Fault of this, and ſome other Miſ: their 4 
_ carriages that Day, are faid to be laid to Mon * 
ſieur Louvignies Charge, againſt whom his High . 3 
nefs the Prince of Orange was ſo much we + b for 
that we are informed he told him, That the King = 
of France was more obliged to him in this Battle uk 4 


than the King of Spain. And that which make 
us the more credit this Relation, is, that Mot the Pri, 
fieur Louvignies is come hither two Days ſince, in Nn Acce 
great Trouble and Difcontent. It is acknowledg- ber- 
ed by all Perſons, that the Courage and Condutt N 


of the Prince of Orange was that day to 1 
: mir 
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mird, - who flew .irom one part of the Field to 
another, not only to N his Men, but from 
the firſt to the laſt of the feveral Engagements, 
and in the Heat of every Attack, was the fore- 
moſt , and has thereby gain'd immortal Honour. 
I's aid alſo, that Monfieur le Prince never de- 
igned any Battle with greater Skill, nor managed 
it with more Conduct, and that when all Parti- 
culars ſhall be fully known, this will be eſteem d 
e and braveſt Actions of his 
Life. 
The Relations which I herewith ſend, are the 
beſt and moſt pertinent of any come to my 
Hands, and the trueſt to ſo much as they relate; 
it being impoſhble for any (though upon the 
Place) to give an exact Relation of all Particu- 
lars, becauſe they were attacked in ſo many ſe- 
reral Places. By the next Poſt I hope to ſend your 
Lordſhip a very particular Account as to the Loſs of 
the Spaniſh Side. though I Apa your Honour 
will receive a much better by the incloſed from 
ut BY Sir Gabriel Sylviu, being upon the Place, than 
ny other can give. I have underſtood by ſeveral 
Holand Officers, who came hither to recruit them- 
10 ſelres after their Loſs, that they really believe 
* dbeir Army is leſſened ten thoufand Men by this 
1 Engagement, in thoſe that are killed, wounded, 
8 , aken, and run away; thirty five or fix kill'd 
>= {Wis ſome Companies, beſides the wounded, and 
tmenty four or five in the leaſt, which made them 
e 20gry laſt Night when the Guns went off 
er the Victory, and faid they did really believe 
the Prince of Orange would hardly give the States 


„n Account of ſo great a Victory as we made it 
eig ere. 
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Our Armies are at preſent encamped nem up 
Mons, his Excellency with our Spaniſh Troops a: WMll xr: 
St. Symphoſion, the Imperialiſts nearer to Bab, WM thu 
and the Prince of Oranges near him on the other Wl beit 
Hand. All our Armies being now together-en- 0 f 
camped in Battalia, in open Campaign, upon the T 
Plains near Binch, ready upon the firſt Allarm to as 
draw to Battel. All our Spaniſh Troops that Ned b 
can be ſpared are drawn out of our ſeveral Gar: I men. 
riſons in Hamault, and we have now a confide- coy; 
Table Body of our own Foot together. On Body 
Wedneſday Night Lieutenant General Ag˙nm ment, 
went out with three thouſand Horſe and tuo Meat 
thouſand Foot, but upon what Defign is not Nes 
known. It is moſt certain that our Armies will Mf the 
ſuddenly attempt ſomething of Moment; and ax 
I was told, by a confiderable Hand in great Con- be Fi 
fidence, Douay is the Place deſigned to be beſie. Momo: 
ged, both in regard of the great Conſequence of 
the Place, of the great Supplies we ſhall have of Wipce(: 
Provifions from Valencbiennes and thoſe Parts, and Meral o 
that the French will find but one way to relieve Nis ki! 
it by the way of Arras, where they muſt come Wh be; 
in an open Campaign, whereby we may have 2. it 
fair Battel , which is the only thing we deli, 
For if they ſhould come by Valenchiennes, they 
will leave all our Garriſons behind them, and 
will be embaraſſed between the Rivers; if by Lk, 


| un | 
ought 
The L 


they muſt defile with their Army. Our only Feat Mable 
is, left Monfieur le Prince ſhould march directly , vor 
hither, or relieve Grave, which Siege goes on ich . 
but ſlowly, notwithſtanding the Arrival of the Wo were 
Confederate Troops; their Attacks not being Mead of 
much advanced, as my Letters of the 15 Inſtant Wd Ch. 
ſpeak. It ſeems Marqueſs Chamil; would yield i 


up the Place, as the Prince of Orange is inform, 
— upol 


upon honourable Terms, but thoſe will not be 
granted, but only to yield at Diſcretion ; and 
thus it may prove a long Work, the Governor 
being reſolved to have honourable Conditions, or 
to ſell it at a dear rate. * 
This Morning early the Body of Sir Walter Vane 
as brought hither with a Convoy, accompany- 
ed by his Nephew and ſome other Engliſh Gentle- 
men, and is at preſent in my Lodging, to be 
conveyed to the Hague and there interred. The 
Body of de Palm, Collonel of the Marine Regi- 
ment, is alſo here, to go to the ſame Place. Their 
Deaths are both much lamented , and his High- 
jeſs was pleas'd to expreſs a very lively Senſe 
ff the Loſs of ſo worthy and experienced a Com- 
ander as he was; and when he was carry'd off 
he Field, the Prince came to the Waggon to 
omfort him. 
Its ſaid, the Ptince of Orange, by an Officer 
xpreſs, has ſent an Account to the States Ge- 
al of the Numbers and Qualities of the Per- 
ns kill'd and wounded in bis Army, which will 
it be made publick here till the States have re- 
fit. Sir Malter Vane made his laſt Requeſt 
the Prince that his Lieutenant Collonel Lil- 
en might have the Regiment, which is 
vught will be granted. 
The Loſs amongſt our Spaniards is very conſi- 
Mable; our Cavalry did not anſwer Exp<Qati- 
„ nor indeed any of the Horſe in our Armies, 
ich was the Loſs of ſo many of our Officers, 
do were forced to ſtand the Shock themſelves 
kad of their Soldiers, who never made one 
dd Charge all Day. Irs ſaid that Count de 
& will execute the Place of Maſter de Camp 
H General; 


% 


*Z +, 
General, till his Majeſty's Pleaſure be farthe 
known; neither could there be a better Choice 
he being eſteemed the beſt Foot Commander i 
our Armies, and the beſt beloved. The Boch 
of Marqueſs Aſenlaer was ſent by the Prince d 
Conde to his Excellency, and was Yeſterday inter 
red with great Solemnity at Mons. Young Pring 
Maurice was wounded and taken Priſoner in the 
Head of his Regiment, but ſent back by th 
Prince of Conde, as was alſo the Prince d Soni c, 
- releaſed, upon his Promiſe not to bear Arms 4 


gainſt France this Campaign. 5. 
General Souches's Son, with great Secrecy, u ;;- 
in Diſguiſe like a Poſtillion, paſſed through tell = 
on Wedneſday Night for Germany, making u 
ſtay, but changing Horſes, and went for Lava — 
and ſo by the way of Ruremond. 
This is the beſt Account I can give your Lot 
ſhip at preſent, and wherein I am defeQiye, 
hope theſe incloſed Relations will ſupply, 
have nothing elſe to add, but to lay my {felt lu 2: 
at your Excellency's Feet, in the Quality of, Inc 
\ 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, I 
* * he Var 
Your Honour s moſt bumble, mort obedim, We 
Ve 
aui moi intirely devoted Servu . 5 
un, is (s 
Nc 
campe 
| bey fta 
We have News here that three thouſand H 2 


more ate join d with Agour to, and that he! 


ere is 
alt to 
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bout Towrnay , and ſome ſay he has inveſted it, 
there being very few Men in it; but others think 
ke only hovers there to put them in Apprehenſi- 
on, that they may ſend ſome Forces from Douay 
thither, and ſo clap before that Place. 

'Tis ſaid the Prince of Orange is highly incen- 
ſed againſt Louvignie, and that more eſpecially, 
for being the Cauſe of the Loſs of his Baggage, 
which it ſeems was particularly left under his 
Care; having ſent his Excellency's a ſafe Way, 
and left the Prince's uncover'd from the Army; 
ſo that he is like to be quite out of Play, and 
diſgrac d. | 


Bruſſels, Auguſt the 21, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

Ince my laſt there has not much of Moment 
occur d. We hear our Armies are removed 
itther from dons, The Imperialiſts who have 
Nee Van were Yeſterday encamped about Kiewraing, 
en t ween St. Ghiſlain and Conde, having laid a Bridge 
ver the Heyne, between Vaurelle and the Abbey 
| Creſpin, The Prince of Orange, with his Ar- 
hy, is encamped near St. Ghiſlain, and his Excel- 
cy with our Spaniſh Troops in the Rear, are 
iczmped betwixt Mons and St. Ghiſlamm, where 
bey ſtay in Expectation of a Convoy that is 
te preparing, which muſt go very well guar- 
dor it may run a great Risk; for we hear 
ere is a conſiderable Body of French lying in 
alt to intercept it, and therefore two of the 


H 2 Spanifh 
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Spaniſb Regiments here have Orders to march 
with it, and ſome Hollanders are coming hither 
in their Place, but are not yer arrived. Whe. 
ther the Spaniſh Regiments of Spinoza and Mm. 
talto ſhall march directly to the Camp, or return 
hither after their meeting with the Convoy that 
comes from the Army, I cannot fay. 

*Tis ſaid the Prince of Conde being much an: 
noy'd in his Camp, with the ill Scent occafion! * 
by the Number of dead Bodies and Horſes, hy 
removed his Camp farther on that fide Charley 
toward Fleurns, being at preſent encamped between 
Gilly and Cbattelneau, upon the Sambre. Four how 
thoufand of his Horſe were Yeſterday fort . 
towards Nivelle, and three Days fince a Party 
French Horſe came very near the Namur Port d 


this Town, where they killed a Spaniſh by book 
ral in the Suburbs, and took fix Spaniards Tg | 
foners. Ami. 
We ſee daily the ſad Effects of the late Batte "ns 
but no Trophies of our Victory, many wound, the 
Officers of our Armies being brought hither tron mizhe 
Charleroy, On Saturday the young Count Dougal be 
of Sweden, a Captain in bis Highneſs's Foo. 0 
Guards, was brought from thence in a Litter, ł We 
ing dangerouſly wounded in his Thigh with ole 
Musket- Shot; there was then little Hopes of ie Ba 
Lite, but the great ſwelling in his Thigh begun 
ſince aſſuaged, there is ſome Hopes he may ii mig 
cover. ebore 
Yeſterday the Counteſs of Valdee came hin,, 
from Holland, in her way to Mons, to vilit | firm t. 
Husband, who is in a fair way of recovery of! erday 


Wounds, which are three, in his Hand, ns Hie 

Thigh and Arm. The Prince of Conde fent Negimer 

ther a Paſſeport for the Counteſs, her = in de 
2 4885 
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Baggage, and for an Eſcorte of forty Horſe, who 
went forward with her Yeſterday after Dinner. 

Lieutenant General Agourto continues {till in his 
Poſt about St. Amand, to cut off all Communi- 
cation berwixt Douay and Towrnay ; one of which 
Places, tis confidently ſaid, we ſha beſiege, and 
the firſt moſt likely, becauſe Tournay is ſurroun- 
ded with ſo many French Garriſons, that we 
ſhould be much incommoded as to our Convoys 
ae the Camp. If we befiege Douay, we are not 
a without Apprehenſions that the Prince of Conde 
EE may take a Turn into theſe Parts, and if he 
u could attack Malines and Vilvord, and take them, 
S and pillage Louvain, which he may eafily do, he 
Y would put us to a great Trouble in theſe Coun- 
t 08 tries. There are ſome Thoughts that he may 
15 bok towards Grade, but being ſo far off we can- 
tu not believe he will abandon France whilft our 
Armies are ſo near it. We are told, how true J 
know not, that the King of France is very angry 
at the Prince's coming to a Battle, believing he 
might eaſily have retreated with the Baggage, af- 
he had defeated the Rear of our Army, with- 
ut coming to any farther Engagement. 
We hear from our Camp that the French ac- 
nowledge to have loſt eight thouſand Men in 
be Battel, and that ours is inconfiderable to it; 
nuch undervaluing our own, but verv dextrovs 
magnifying our Enemies Loſſes; and though 
klore the Buttel we would not acknowledge the 
ech above thirty five thouſand, yet now we 
firm them forty tive thouſind. I was told Le- 
erday, by a Major of the Holland Army, that 
s Highneſs's Regiment of Foot-Guards, the 


ae W*giments of Prince Maurice. the Duke of Fil- 
am WM, de Palm, Senne y, Linſdif and Verſtiu 
"" H 3 wele 
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were very ſeverely handled, that moſt of the ; 
Captains in his Highnefs's Guards were killed ie 
or taken Priſoners. | 
We are told alſo by ſome Officers, that are fo. 
Priſoners in the Prince of Condes Camp, that be nd 
highly complains againſt the barbarous Cruelty Tro 
of the Ger mant, not only killing many Perſons Wl Fee 
of Quality that begged their Lives, but ſeveral 
Officers after they were Priſoners, which was 2 
Cruelty beyond that of Turks, that the Prince of 
Conde had written to General Souches concerni 
it, and had no other Anſwer , but that his Men 
had been uſed to fight with Turks, and fo could 
not leave that Cuſtom. 
Me talk here. as it the greateſt part of thoſe C 
man Troops that are at the Siege of Grave ſhould 
be; ordered to march hither; but hearing nothing 
of that from Ruremond, I know not how to pine 
credit to it, My Lord Caftlebaven is till at 
Nuremond to his great Regret, being there altoge 
ther uſeleſs; and notwithſtanding he has often 
follicited to be drawn into the Campaign, a 
leaſt to have leave to ſee the Siege of Grave, 
yet neither will be allow'd him. His Lordſhip, 
by his laſt of the 18*" Inſtant, tells me that 
Siege goes on but very {lowly , their Attacks 
not being much advanced, and that the Garriſon 
makes many Salltes. | 
By an Officer of Quality come this Day from 
our Army, we are told, That the greateſt Dil 
courſe in our Camp is concerning a Peace, an 
that the King of France will yield to the Pead 
of the Pyreneans, reſtoring all his Conquel 
here to Spain, and the imperial Cities in 4% 
to the Emperor, retaining only to bimſelf res the 
Franche Comte of Burgundy, And this Diſcoug and 
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is very warm both in Court and City, but I be- 
lieve without any Foundation. 

[ have nothing elſe to add but what comes 
from Ratisbone to me, which I ſend here incloſed, 
1nd therefore ſhall end your Lordſhip's preſent 
Trouble, by lay ing my ſelf low at your Honour's 
Feet, in the Quality of, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
np Your Honours moſt bumble, mai obedient, 
len | 
uld and moft entirely devoted Servant, 
507 | R - B. 
uld 
ung SEE 
We | 
| at | 
oe Bruſſels, Auguſt the 24, 1674. 
fren 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
z N Monday in the Afternoon a Council of 
War was held by his Highneſs, with the ſe- 
nl Generals of our Armies, at Mons, in the 
odgings of Count Waldec, whoſe Wounds will 
it permit him ſo ſuddenly to take the Field as was 
oped ; but the Prince of Lorrain was fo well as 
be at the Council, and begins to walk abroad. 
de Reſult of this great Council is not made 
lick, but our Armies {till continue their Poſts 


PeaMWour St Ghiſlain and Rieuraing, without attempt- 
que; 2ny thing, and are not like to advance till his 
Aa ebneſs's Army be recruited with ſeveral Neceſ- 


W's they want, which were loſt in the late Bat- 
and particularly with a great Sum of Mo- 
H 4. ney 
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ney coming from the States, which is not yet 
arrived here; neither durſt our Convoy ſtir from 
hence, being advertiſed that Six thouſand Hench 
Horſe were roving about N:vdle, waiting to in- 
rercept it: And Yeſterday Morning about Tuo 
our Scouts brought word that a great Body of 
French Horſe were marching within three Leagues 
of this Place; which gave us ſo hot an Allaim, 
that in great Confuſion we drew all our Waggon 
and Carriages, with our Horſe-guard alſo within WW y 
the Barriers of Andernech Port, where they ſtil BW w 
continue. | if 
On Wedneſday Night three Regiments of Du WM Int 
Infantry came from Ypres to Gaunt in their way WM all 
hither, and tis ſaid more are following; but e mc 
are not yet certain whether they ſhall march 1 ner 
the Army with the Convoy, or ſtay here, and the WW wh 
three Spaniſh Regiments go in their ſtead, who a P 
have receiv'd Orders to be ready to march upon of 


on? Fa ep ny own om 


the firſt notice. In the mean time our Armis (hal 
lie ftill, do nothing but harraſs the Country, an bays 
diminiſh daily more and more, the Flux raging cha: 
much amongſt them; of which yet there is not i beſic 
much danger, as of the diſagreeing Humouts dit, 
our Generals, and of the particular Factions *i an 4 
mongſt them, which increaſe more than thei niſe 
Diſeaſes; and this was ſeen moſt evidenily nM to © 
their late Council of War, where, tis ſaid, th wor; 
broke up in Confuſion, without coming to M maki 
Reſolution, our late Victory having much inci ma, 
ſed our Differences amongſt our Generals, cin 


the Imperialiſts are now much blam'd for the M Subg: 
fortune that happen'd to us in the beginning of ul eine, 

Battel, becauſe they march'd ſo tar before tf Armie 

reſt of the Army, without making any Halt, fire ; 
took up their Quarters, and ſent out their For tbem: 
| 95 
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gets as being unconcern'd, whilſt the other part 
of our Army was engag'd many Hours betore 
they came to our Aſſiſtance. We hear this Day 
that great means have been uſed to reconcile 
Monfieur Lowvigny to the Prince of Orange ; and 
tis faid that his Highneſs has forgiven all paſt Miſ- 
carriages, ſed manet alta mente repoſt um. 

This we have from very good Hands, with 
this farther, that his Highneſs and General Souches 
will not attempt any thing againſt the Enemy, 
whilſt bis Excellency continues in the Camp, who, 
if he had ſtudied to promote the King of France's 
Intereſt, he could not have done it more effectu- 
ally than by going into this Campaign; and the 
more he finds his Preſence diſtaſtful to the Ge- 
nerals, the more reſolv'd he ſeems to ſtay ; by 
which your Lordſhip may eafily judge in how ill 
2 Poſture our Affairs ſtand ; it being the Opinion 
of the moſt ſober and unbiaſs'd Perſons, that we 
ſhall do as little by Land, as the Dutch Fleet 
have done by Sea, for the Seaſon of the Year 
changes apace; and whatever we pretend as to 
beſieging any Place, there is little appearance of 
it, whilſt Monfieur le Prince has ſo conſiderable 
an Army in the Field ; who, it he be not able to 
niſe the Siege, will at leaſt hinder all Convoys 
to our Armies, and by that means put us in a 
worſe Condition than the Beſieged: And for our 
making a Winter War, which we ſay is the Ger- 
mans Trade, there is leſs Appearance how that 
can be done, ſince our Armies can ſcarce find 
Subſiſtence in the Summer; neither can I ima- 
pine, as far as I am able to judge, where our 
Armies can take up their Winter. Quarters; I am 
lure theſe Provinces are not able ro maintain 
em: And if we cannot carry the War - far 

rom 
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from hence, as to take fome ſich confiderable 
Poſts within the French Territories, as may ſe. 
cure a Subſiſtence to our Armies in thoſe Parts 
this Winter, I believe the difintereffed Part of the 
World will then conclude, that the great Charges 
we and our Allies have been at to carry on this 
War, will hardly quit Coſts; and that his Excel. 
lency, the Primum mobile of this War, and his 
Miniſters who adviſed it, have taken very wrong 


Meaſures. | 
Since the Artival of our laſt Orders from Spain, 


our Diſcourſes are all for Peace, which that 
Court, as we are told, ſeems much inclin'd to, 
by the urgent Interpofition of his Majeſty, as 
alſo by the prefent Poſture of their own Affaitz, 
which facceed not ſo profperouſly as they ex- 
pected: And we hear from the Camp, that Peace 
is more their Diſcourſe than War, our Confede- 
rates beginning to be weary of it, foreſeeing the 
Difficulties that will daily grow upon them; and 
theſe Advertiſements come from the beft Hands 
in the Army. 

I was this Day aſſured from Monfieur Ja Vl. 
lette, one of the four Members of Flanders who 
came Yeſterday from our Camp, and is a Man 
much intruſted and privy to their cloſeſt Coun- 
cils, that we ſhould make a Peace before this 
Winter's ended, there being no likelihood of our 
making any Advantage by the War; that the 
only Difficulty is. their great Jealouſie that the 
King of France will break it fo ſoon as he finds 
Occafion. But their great Confidence in his 
Majeſty's Care for the Preſervation of theſe Pro. 
vinces to the Crown of Spain; and his continual 

ood Inclination towards them, do induce all 
the Members of theſe Provinces to ow 295 
| IVId4!ENY? 
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Majeſty's Mediation with all imaginable Alacri- 
ty, not doubting, of a good, firm and laſting 
Peace thereby. 1 preſume to give your Lordſhip 
this Account, becauſe I find at this time private 
Deputies are come hither from all the Provinces, 
who cry out much for Peace, and labour to in- 
duce all People to be of the fame Sentiment, 
foreſeeing nothing but an inevitable Ruin to their 
Country without it. 

| have this Afternoon ſeen a Letter from the 
Duke of Bournovile, dated the 18** inſtant at 
. Gerſheim , near Mayence upon the Rhine, to the 
Deputy of the Province of Artois, wherein he 


2 fays, That if the ViQory againſt the French be fo 
© great as related, tis like to make a great change 
x, of Affairs: That the Marquis of Bade who was 


marching towards him with the Imperialiſt: and 
e. ter Troops, having receiv d Orders to return 
ne nnd join again with General Souches, has there. 
upon made a Halt, and will neither advance 
towards him, nor return hither till he receives 
new Orders, whereby he is wholly uſeleſs to 
bim: That the Forces of Lunenburgh and the Con- 
ſederate Princes were not then come up to him, 
but daily expected; ſo that he was then altoge- 
ther without Infantry, which might encourage 
Monſieur Turenne to advance againſt him; and 
that if he ſhould receive any Foil, it was not his 
kault, he having done all he could to be ſer- 
iceable to the Empire ; and that whatever ill 
accident ſhould happen in this Conjuncture, 
could not be imputed to him, who had ſo long 
waited the Conjunction of the Confederates : This 
| faw under his own Hand, and therefore I pre- 
une to give your Lordſhip this particular Rela- 
Won of it, 


Several 
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Several Parties of French Horſe have been two 
Days fince near Louvain, and have paſſed between 
that and Mechlyn, inforcing great Sums from the 
Villages to prevent their being burnt, and hare 
likewiſe had their Engagements to ſend in Proyi. 
hons to Charleroy. 

The Marquis Bergomeny that came from Br. 
gundy is for the preſent made Maſter de Camy 
General, till her Majeſty's Pleaſure be farther 
known. The Prince of Conde is marched Yelter- 
day with his Army on the other fide of the Sambre, 
and is at preſent incamped at Anſeureuſſe, waiting 
the Motions of our Artnies, being ready either to 
paſs the Sambre again at Manleuæ, to follow us 
it we bend towards Doway Or Tournay, or elſe to 
march on the other fide of the Sambre by us, in 
caſe we intend for Fance. The Duke of Holfem 
is kept Priſoner by the Prince of Conde, and will 
not be releaſed upon his Parole, or any other 
Terms, being defigned an Exchange for the Prince 
de Furſtemburgh, they being both equal as Princes 
of the Empire and Colonels. 

A Trumpet of the Prince of Condes came this 
Day from Charleroy, with 4 Paſsport for the 
Counteſs Bucquoy to go to Namur, who aſſures us, 
that Monfieur Aontall is paſt all danger of his 
Wounds, and that the Duke of Luxenburgh is not 
wounded : That the Prince of Conde conceives he 
had a great Victory againſt us, and that his moll 
1 Majeſty has ſent him particular Thanks 

OT It. 

[ am this Day told from Ruremond, that the 
Letters from the Camp at Grave of the 21“ in 
ſtant ſay, That there is no great Advance made in 
their Attacks; bur that they had taken by Affault 
a Redoubt near the Meuſe, and a 

eiten 


To 
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beaten out of it with ſinall Refiſtance, pretending 
for their Excuſe that they feared it was under- 
mined. | | | 

[ have nothing elſe to add, but laying my 
ſelf low at your Honour's Feet, to ſubſcribe my 
elf with all imaginable Zeal and Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordillip, 


Your Honour s moft humble, mot obedient, 


and moft entirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


— 


Bruſſels, Auguſt the 28, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

\ f Onfieur Beaumont Secretary to the States of 

Holland nrived here two Days fince with 
3 conſiderable um of Money for his Highneſs's 
army ; tis faid One thouſand Guilders will be 
piven at preſent to each Company of Foot, and 
Two thouſand to each Troop of Horſe. 

On Sunday Morning fifty Bylanders arrived here 
with five Duteb Regiments of Foot from Handers; 
leſterday came alſo the Regiment of ” Avergne 
Irom Aalines, they are in the whole about Five 
thouſand Men: This Day the Convoy is marched 
#!th them out of the Andernech Port, commanded 
by Major General Fario, who came hither early 
on Sunday Morning diſguiſed as a common Troo- 


PEE 


(1200 


per in the Eſcort that came under the Prince 9 
Condes Pais with Sir Gabriel Sylviu and Monficy 
Geldermaes (who was Deputy from the State; 
General with the Prince of Orange) both which 
departed Yeſterday for Antwerp on their way t 
the Hague, from whence Sir Gabriel will haſten 
to your Lordſhip, 


On Sunday Evening his Excellency very une. MI | 
pectedly return d hither, with all our Nobiliy {M 
that attended him this Campaign, with a Saf. [ 
guard of Three thouſand Spaniſh Horſe comman. 
ded by the Prince Yaudemont. Tis contidently P 


ſaid at Court, that his Excellency after he hath 
ſettled ſome Affairs of the Country, intends w © 
return again to the Camp within a ſhort time; 
and I am told in confidence, that either to mor. WM . 
row in the Evening, or on Thurſday Morning, be M 
goes for Antwerp, and from thence to Gaun, 
which is kept very ſecret; and by the marching 
of ſome of our Troops that way which came 
with his Excellency, its thought that either Ou: 
nard or Courtray will be beſieged. 

Yeſterday his Excellency cauſed the Horſes of 
all the Waggons that could be found here to be 
arreſted, and not ſufferd to depart, till the Con. 
voy was ſufficiently provided with Horſes, neither 
is the Arreſt as yet taken off. How far the Con- 
voy goes this Night is not declared; but I preſum 
they are only to draw together not far from tix 
Town, and fo put in order ready to march earl 
in the Morning. All our Spaniſh Infantry, wit 


the Horſe that were here, have Orders to match, Garri 
and ſome hundreds of Pioneers, and great quan * 8e 
tity of Ammunition ; but upon what Defign I a 1 
not yet able to ſay, farther than that we hall a Wa 


rempt ſome Siege; for fo I am inform d from ti 
| Camp 
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Camp, and from ſeveral good Hands here; The 
Prince of Curland came hither laſt Night in his 
way towards our Camp attended with a very 
hand ſom Train and Equipage, and is this Day 
gone with Major General Fario under the Con- 
voy : His Regiment is at the Siege of Grave, 
which has only the Name of being beſieged, very 
little or no Progreſs being made in ir, as I under- 
food from one of his Gentlemen that came from 
thence. | | 

Our Confederate Armies are at preſent incam- 
ped between Nieuraing, Conde, and Valenciennes; 
and tis written from thence, that ſo ſoon as this 
Convoy ariſes, they will go upon ſome confidera- 
ble Action; the Money for his Highneſs's Army 
is alſo gone with this Convoy, under the Care of 
Monſieur Beaumont. 

There is ſo great Scarcity of Forrage near our 
Camp, that the Forragers are fain to go every 
Day between three and four Leagues, where they 
are taken in great numbers by the French, beſides 
thoſe who take that Opportunity of deſerting, 
which they do very much for want of Proviſions, 
no Week paſting without our Armies wanting 
bread a Day or two, and Beer as thick as Puddle, 
at eight Stivers a Quart throughout the Camp, 
and very ſcarce to be had. Great Complaint is 
made by our Confederates, that ſince we have 
been ſo long preparing for this Campaign, there 
was not ſufficient Magazines of Ammunition 
and Stores of Proviſions laid up in the ſeveral 
Garrifons of Hainault, which we knew would be 
the Seat of War. But that to the hazard of our 
Convoys, to the unſufferable Fatigue of our Ca- 
Yalry, and to the great Loſs of Time, we are ne- 
Glitared to have all our Convoys both for Am- 

munition 


of the Generals: And that his Highneſs is reſolyd 


have been a fatal Day to our Army: But the Col- 
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munition and Proviſion from hence, never any | 
War being laid upon ſo weak and tottering a i 
Foundation. Theſe and many other Particulars, 
wherein tis loudly faid, his Excellency has failed, 
are the cauſe that he is very ſharply cenfur'd by the 
Datch Officers in general, (and alſo by our own) 
who ſtick not to make it their Table Diſcourſt 


here, even within the Smell of the Court, affir. WM 
ming, that if his Excellency returns again to the WI" 
Army, there will be an end of the Campaign xz MI" 
to any Action; not one Day having paſs d whilſt 5 
his Excellency was there, without ſome viſible e 
diſtaſte or other betwixt his Excellency and ſome ( 


to attempt nothing, until his Excellency make ＋ 
good his Word, fo far at leaſt as to ſend Fifteen 
thouſand Men into the Field. 

Whilſt his Excellency was in the Camp he pre- m 
tended to give the Counter-fign each Night, be- 
cauſe the Prince gave the Word, which his High- 
neſs would by no means permit, to the great di. 
ſtaſte of his Excellency ; neither indeed is there 
any much better Correſpondence between his High- Nee Ge 
neſs and General Souches, who ſeems unſatisfied 
that his Highneſs ſhould carry all the Honour of t S 
this War; which certainly is far leſs than he me- 
rits, it being an undoubted Truth, that if in the NIcip 
late Battel his Highneſs had not ſhew'd a molt ex. 
traordinary Courage and Conduct, our Armies Ni 
had been all deſtroy'd. And if a German Collo- Bets 
nel, who commanded ſome Battallions of Foot, MF 


had not diſpenſed with General Sonches's Orders, I mer 


and immediately obey'd bis Highnels, it would 


lonel ſeeing the Neceſſity of it, told his Highneſs, 


though General Souches had given him Orders ro! 
to 
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to quit that Station, yet he would for once diſo- 
bey him, and follow his Highneſs's Orders, who 
led them on ſo vigorouſly, that they repulſed the 
Switzers from that advantageous Poſt with great 


Lok, and thereby became Maſters of our Artille- 


) 
, 
ry, which otherwiſe had been loſt. As to the gi- 
oe your Lordſhip a true and exact Account of 
. With: Battel in all Particulars, I find it impoſſible 
e WW be done; the Relation in French which I ſent 
WM") tbe laſt Orders as to the manner of the En- 
& osement, is faid to be the exacteſt we are like to 
le ke on this fide. k | F 

5 On Sunday Night I made it my buſineſs by 
my of Diſcourſe to get the trueſt and ampleſt In- 
formation I could from Monfieur Gelder/maes and 
onfieur Vaſſenaer, as well as from Sir Gabriel Syl- 
iv, of the preſent State and Condition of our 
mies, both as to their Numbers, and Method 


de. ien in their Affairs, and of the Factions and 
oh. TLifferences ſo prevalent amongſt them; and they 
. Wl agreed in this, that there was ſo ill a Cor. 


eſpondence betwixt his Highneſs, and indeed all 
& Generals, and his Excellency, that there was a 
xceſſity for his Return, They told me farther, 


r of WW Souches was not that great General he was 
me. emed; that he was no Obſerver of Martial 
\ the Wcipline, whereby his Army was like a Herd 
rer wild Beaſts; that he was old and doting , 


d wholly loſt his Memory; that he preſently 
ets what Orders he hath either given or re- 
wed from his Highneſs. That General Spark 
ders, MW? mere Brute without common Civility, almoſt 


vould manity: That he may be a good Commander 
Cal. wo or three thouſand Horſe for a Flying 
hnefs, try; but that be has neither Temper nor Parts 
rs rot 8 40 degree proper for ſo great a Charge; and 


t0 | 5 they 
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they agreed in general that our whole Armies arg 
in want of good Officers. That for the German, 
ſetting aſide the Prince of Lorrain , Prince pin 


Count Leſley, Marquis Grana, and Monfieur Che- 


{ 
vigniacl, there is not a good Officer amongſt | 
them; of which the laſt is the beſt in Eſteem, Ml ; 
That their Army is now between ſixteen and , 
ſeventeen thouſand, the Prince of Oranges more Wl a 
than twenty thouſand, the Spaniards between ſe 
ven and eight thouſand ; but now theſe Recruits a 
going to the Prince's Army, and our Span 
Troops from hence, will make a good Addition, r 
That his Highneſs was extremely mortified, to WM 1, 
ſee Matters in general ſo ill managed, and ſo er 
little Probability, through our own Faults, to Oo 
to do any great Things this Campaign. Tha WM mo 
never any General more endeavour'd to put a {nz 
Army in good Order, or took more. Pains, o for 
was more diligent in that great Station than his and 


Highneſs, being ſo indefatigable in his Perſon um 
of 1o excellent a Temper, ſo valiant againſt h | 
Enemies, and ſo obliging to his whole Army, 
that he is in general cried up for the mall 
hopeful Prince living, and that he is like to be 
a greater General than any of his Anceſtors, 
The Prince of Conde with his Army lies es. 
camped on the other fide the Sambre, betwee 
Marchienne au Pont, Ham ſur Hauſe, and Ws 
court, and fo towards Philipuille, the Van of I 
Army being near that Place. At Marchienn 4 
Pont he has left a conſiderable Body of Hotk 
and Foot for the Security of that Paſſage : Tix 
his Army has Plenty of all Proviſions, lying 7 
their Eaſe, and out of Danger, ſecured by ti 
River and Woods, and is ready upon Occalic 


to follow our Motions, which he watches e 
diligent! 


4 
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diligently , having Parties continually skirting 
upon our Camp. He has releaſed ſeveral of 
gur Officers that were Pri ſoners, upon their Pa- 
role not to bear Arms this Campaign; and 
has now no Priſoner of Quality of our Spaniſh 
Army, but the Duke of Holfiein, the Count Me- 
rode being two Days ſince dead of his Wounds, 
alter his left: Arm was cut off, to the great Re- 
24 his Excellency, as well as of his private 
riends. 01 | | 

I ſend your Lordſhip here incloſed a particu- 
ar Account, as preciſe as I can yet get it, of the 
Laſſes in the Prince of Oranges Army; but 1 
wo to have it more large and exact: This I 

y ſend yaur Honour as a Taſte till it comes 
more fully; but what is in this your Lordſhip 
may rely upon as Truth, for ſo I received it 
om Monſieur Geldermaes, Monfieur Waſſenaer, 
and Sir Gabriel Sylwins together, and had it con- 


md to me alſo from the Camp. | 


| have nothing elſe to add, but throwing 


ſat low at your Honour's Feet, to ſubſcribe my 


elf with all Zeal and Duty, 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Your Honour's moſt humble, maſt obedient, 
and moſt extirely {VET Servant, 


R. B. 


I 2 Bruſſels, 
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Bruſſels, September the 3, 1614 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, if 5 
Suppoſe I can now give a particular Accom 
of the Cauſe of the ill Correſpondency which 

hath happen d from the beginning of this Campaig 
between his Highneſs, General Souches, and his 
Excellency ; which being related to me in Conk 
dence by a prime Miniſter here, I think it m 
Duty to repreſent to your Lordſhip, as I hadi 
by way of Diſcourſe ;- the Source of which Diff 
rence began thus: * 
General Scucbes, at his Arrival with his Army 
upon the Borders of our Territories, made a preat 
Demur upon ' paſſing the Meuſe, hovering from 
one Place to another, occafion'd. principally by 
his Inſtructions from the Emperor, that he ſhoull 
march to the Meuſe for the Aſſiſtance of thelt 
Countries, acting what he thought convenient fa 
the Advantage of the League, but not paſs th 
Meuſe without a preſſing Neceſſity, which wa 
left to his own Diſcretion to Judge of; howen 
if the publick Exigency of Affairs required hi 
Paſſage, he was from that time of his Paſſig 
to govern himſelf and Army according to the U 
ders he ſhould receive from his Excellency. Th 
occafion'd General Souches to halt on the oth; 
tide of the River, and to keep himſelf ther; 
propoſing to befiege Maxiera and Charleville 0 
that fide the River, whilſt his Highneſs and E 
cellency, with their Armies, ſhould act on the 
ther tide; and this was one great Point of th 
C onterence at their Interview at Landen. But] 


as he was marching that way, and had made ai 
wi 
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with his Army to take in Dinant, News came 
from the Palatinate of the Defeat and Retreat of 
the Duke of Lorrain's and Bournovile s Troops, 
with Letters at the ſame time from the EleCtor 
to General Saucbes, to have part of his Troops 
ſent immediately for the Succour of his Coun- 


hich , Which the General refuſed without expreſs 
a Orders from the Emperor, which the Elector 
1 ed home at Vienna, affirming, that in caſe 


part of thoſe Troops did not return for his Suc- 
cour, he ſhould be inforced to make his Peace 
nith Fance. On the other Hand, his Excellency 
by the Spaniſh Ambaſſador , uſed all imaginable 
Arts to hinder the dividing General Soxcbes's Ar- 
my, aſſuring his Imperial Majeſty , and his Ele- 
Qoral Highneſs, that the Luxenbureh Troops, to 
the Number of nine rhouſand Men, that were 
| defigned for theſe Low Countries, ſhould march 
hou directly to the Palatinate, and would be there 
10 much ſooner than the imperial Troops from hence. 
ent M in fine, General Souches receiv'd Orders from his 
Wl imperial Majeſty to ſend back part of his Troops 
under the Command of the Prince of Baden for 
Wuccour of the Palatinate, which he did accor- 
ed I lingly. Immediately whereupon his Excellency 
arther preſſed General Souches to paſs the Meuſe, 
Ince there could be no thought of his doing a- 
Wy good upon Maxziers and Charleville with his 
Wilngle Army, and withal that there was a Neceſ- 
ty of a ſpeedy Conjunction of their Armies. 
but General Souches ſtill held off upon his Reſo- 
Wtion of not being commanded by his Excellency, 
and finding in his Inſtructions that he was equal- 
If obliged to obey his Highneſs the Prince of O- 
awe, he thereupon ſent his Son to his Highnels's 
uygers at Park near Louvain, to adjult that 

I 3 Matter 


En) 
Matter ſo, as if it could be agreed that his Ex- 
cellency would promiſe not to come to the Ar- 
my, nor pretend to command it, but leave the 
ſole Diſpofition of it to his Highneſs and Gene. 


ral Sonches, that then he, the General, would be 
contented to paſs the 24enſe, and according to his WM i; 
Inſtructions obey the Prince of Orange. h 
this there was an Aſſurance given by his Excel f 
lency that he would not come to the Army, Wl :r 
whereby his Highneſs and General Sozches were Bl th 
fully ſatisfyed, and a Probability of a very good WM th 
Correſpondence between them, and in order w ty 
it, General Souches reſolv'd and prepar'd to pak il to 
the Meuſe, and his Highneſs marched from Part | 
to Join his Army, which was no ſooner done, but BW nz 
unexpectedly comes his Excellency from Bruſe Wi tur 


to Fanch, where the Armies were, which ſo tur Wl ind 
prized General Souc hes, that for ſome time h pre 
would not ſee him, making great Complaint of lenc 
his coming to the Prince of Orange. Hereupa , cell, 
his Excellency ſent the Marqueſs Burgomenie u 
General Souches, to let him know his coming was 


to haſten the advancing of their Armies, bei wbic 
now joined, having loſt ſo much time already lte 
with this farther, That his Excellengy had note ig: 
from the Spaniſh Ambaſlador at Vienvs, that GeMout « 
netal Souches had Orders to obey his ExcellenoMCom; 
To this General Souches reply'd, Thar he wou hae 
not have paſted the Meuſe but that his Excellenoto the 
had promiſed not to come to the Army, nor p era! 
tend to the Command of it; that for his part Min 
had not ſpent ſo many Years in the War, a In: 


brought a veteran Army of that Strength inis Ex 

thoſe Countries, to receive Orders from two ſuſi con 

young Generals as the Prince of Orange and Mr his 

Excellency, whoſe Orders were like to interte top 
ö als 
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every Day, and ſo his Army be bandied from one 
Place to another; that ir was not for a General 
of his Age and Experience to be thus uſed, and 
that he would act no farther upon ſuch Terms; 
but that for his Highneſs, he had his Inſtructions 
to obey him as well as his Excellency , and that 
his Highneſs being in the Head of a more power- 
ful Army than the Emperor's, he was contented, 
and reſolved to obey his Highneſs ſolely ; and 
that for his Excellency, who had only brought 
three thouſand Horſe and Dragoons inſtead of 
twenty five thouſand Men, he would have nothing 
to do with him in point of Cominand. 

This Difference continued for ſome Days, which 
mas increaſed by ſome Diſputes of the ſame Na- 
ture between his Highneſs and Excellency, who 
finding his Highneſs and General Souches both a- 
greeing in the main Point, of outing his Excel- 
lency from any Pretence of Command; his Ex- 
cellency thereupon declared that he would only 
continue with the Army in quality of a Volunteer 
till be ſaw more of his Troops join'd with them, 
which he did accordingly, but in that unſoldier- 
le manner, that by his feaſting and entertain- 
ng the German Ladies, he put the Army much 
out of Order, many of the principal Officers in 
Complaiſance being at his Balls, when they ſhould 
ave been at their Poſts, being ſo near an Enemy, 


ellen o the ſo great diſtaſte both of his Highneis and Ge- 
jor preiieral Sauches, that they reſolved to attempt no- 
part fling whilſt he continued with them. 

r, ln this Interval happen d the late Battel, whilſt 
h ins Excellency was gone towards Mons with a ve- 


I) conſiderable part of his own Troops, merely 
or his Guard, when there was no Danger; which 
loops and Dragoons, had they been preſent, 

[ 4 might 


vo {UC 
and! 
nterte 

ere! 
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might have made a great Alteration in that Dan 
Service; and notwithſtanding his Excellency was 
ſo near all the time of the Bartel, that he might 
have come in with all thoſe Troops much to our 
Advantage, and much ſooner than the German, 
yet he never did it, to our eternal Reproach in 
After Ages, when it ſhall be ſaid ſo bloody a Bat 
tel was fought in the Heart of our Territories 
by our Confederates engaged for our Intereſt, 
- Whilſt the Governour of the Country, with a prext 
part of the Spaniſh Troops, kept at a diſtance 
and never came in to their Aſſiſtance, there being 


only ſome few Regiments of our Spaniſh Cavalry 
engaged, who deſerted their Officers and refuſed 


to Charge; diſcouraged, we preſume, by the Ab I 
ſence of their other Troops. b 

The Viader General, who was at that time 
with his Excellency, when he heard the fit u 
ſhooting, importun'd his Excellency to return be 


the Battel, affirming it to be an erernal Infany 
to any Perſon that had Spaniſh Blood in his Veil tei 
to ſtand there diſcourſing of the Battel , whill 
their Confederates were fighting for them, but 
Monfieur Ia Motte was of another Opinion, 9 
which his Excellency more willingly adhered. 

I am alfo inform'd that the Duke de Villa Hr 


moſa publickly declared fince the Battel, that & Th 
is in Honour engaged to ſerve this Campaign MF nag 
but will never ſerve an Hour longer in the Qu rate 
liry he now is whilſt this Governour continu fon 
And I am told from no ordinary Hands, TH citic 
all theſe Circumſtances, with many more e tru! 
long for a Letter, are repreſented with muq to n 


Sharpneſs, both to the Courts of Vienna and 3 
drid, ſeconded by all the Generals of the Count! 
excepting only the Prince de Vaudemont, No 


4 
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N all theſe things confidered, I preſume your Lord- 
74s ſhip will not much wonder at the ill Correſpon- 
tht dence amongſt us, and that there is but ſmall 
Jut Appearance of our doing any great Matters this 
m, Campaign. And your Lordſhip will eaſily judge 
in by the preſent State of things here, whether our 
Br Neceſſities will not urge us to a Peace, fince little 
es, Redreſs is like to be by the Sword; for though at 


elt, W the firſt opening of the Campaign, by comparing 
rent our Forces with the Enemies, there was à ſeem- 
nce, WM ing Probability of doing great things, yet far 
ein WI ought I ſee hitherto the Remedy appears worſe 
val WW than the Diſeaſe, and our Neceſſities will be ſoon 
fuſel WY tedoubled upon us; for we do not only want 
> Ab Treaſure ro maintain the Charges of the War, 


but eyen Subfiltence for them that fight for us; 
ſo that thoſe that aſſiſt us here, are growing fo 
weary of it, that I am afraid they will hardly 
be drawn to continue it much longer. 


time 
fllt 
In to 


ifamy We are in great ExpeQation of our next Let- 
Veil ters from Spain, it being the general Opinion a- 
whillWy mongſt the wiſeſt ſort here, that we ſhall ſud- 
„du denly fee great Alterations in our Government, 


there having never been fo univerſal a Diſſatiſ- 


n, on! 
faction amongſt all our Officers Military and Civil, 


ed 


Is Has well as amongſt the People, many crying our, 
hat There can be no leſs than Treaſon in the ill Ma- 
paign WW n2gement of our Affairs; whiiſt the more Mode- 
e Qui rate bewail the Miſeries of our Country, occa- 
ntinue i ſion d (as they ſay) by the Weakneſs and Incapa- 
„ Tu cities of thoſe that are at the Helm. Thus I have 


ore truly repreſented to your Lordſhip what has come 
1 mud to me from a very good Hand, which I thought 
nd May worthy your Honours Knowledge, thouga the 
Lon length of it might prove tedious. 

: 


1 
v 
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I have nothing elſe to add, but humbly to deſſie 
your Lordſhip's favourable Aſſiſtance and Aid; that 
my Care how to ſubſiſt may not hinder the only 
Care I have how to be ſerviceable to your Lord. 
ſhip in this kind; and I do moſt humbly aſſure WM 
7 Lordſhip, that if Neceſſity forced me not, 
ſhould forbear moving this for many Reſpeds, 
and therefore I hope your Lordſhip will pat. 
don this Rudeneſs of mine, who am by all man- 
ner of Title obliged to be with all imaginable 
Zxal and Duty, | N 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tur Honour's moſt humble, moſt obedient, 
and moſt intirely devoted Servant, 
E. 


Bruſſels, September the 4, 1674 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
UR Armies ſtill continue in the ſame Poſt 
they were, with this only Difference, That 
the Imperialiſts are ſaid to be fortiſying thell 
Camp, and particularly at the Abbey of Cre/pm, 
where they intend to continue to watch the Mo 
tion of the Prince of Conde, whilſt the Prince ol 
Orange with his Army ſhall befiege Tournay, and 
his Excellency, as'tis ſaid, with our Spaniſh Troops 


ſhall at the ſame time beſiege Oudenard. Thet 
de 
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are our general Diſcourſes here, grounded upon 
the great Preparation his Excellency is makin 


to draw his Troops together from all Parts, there 
being in the ſeveral Provinces at leaft fifteen thou- 
nd Peaſants ſummon'd in with their Arms, the 

eateſt part of which are to be made uſe of as 
— The moſt of our Forces are drawn from 
fir and St. Omer, and are gone for Vre, whilſt 
the Country Militia is drawn into thoſe two Pla- 
ces for their preſent Security, there being no E- 
nemy like to attempt them. 

On Saturday laſt all the Peaſants from about 
Luvain, Tirlemont, Dieſt, and thoſe Parts, with 
their Proportions of Waggons, came in hither, 
and are marched from hence towards Gaunt, all 
their Waggons being filled with Ammunition, 
Spades, Pick-Axes, and all other Materials for a 
Siege. Thoſe from Malines and Antwerp are like- 
wiſe gone to Dermond, as allo thoſe from the Pa 
d Waes; and by this means the poor Country 1s 
ſo drained of their Inhabitants, that there are 
not left ſufficient to till their Land; fo that the 
greateſt part will lie waſte this Year. A Famine 
in all Appearance being like to ſucceed this War, 
4 well as Sickneſs, which has begun already in 
many of our Garriſons. 

Yeſterday ſeven Companies of the Prince de 
Poſt MI Bades Regiment of Germansarriv d at Louvain, and 
Tun Parched from thence to Malines, where they are 

to be tranſported with a Dutch Regiment towards 


he Caurt; his Excellency uſing all Diligence to get 
> Mo feen or fixteen thouſand Men together out of 
"ce of N Garriſons, beſides his Troops already in Haz- 
and d, that he may no longer lie under the Cen- 


lyfe of the Prince of Orange and General Sorches, 
wr not having his alotted Number of Men accor- 
ding 
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ding to his Agreement, the want of which they 
ſem much to regret. TEL 

We hear the Imperialiſts have made great In. 
curſions into France, committing all the barbaroyg 
Cruelties that could be expected from the work 
of Enemies, not only burning all Places they 
could maſter, but killing all Perſons they could 
find, without Exception of Age or Sex. That 
this laſt Week they went as far as St. Quintin 
near which Place they took a Caſtle, after ſome 
Reſiſtance, where ſome Perſons of Quality wen 
retired for their Security, whom they killed, vio- 
lating all the Women, and then ſet Fire to it 
and burnt it to the Ground. That for ten Leapug 
together there is neither Man, Woman, or Child 


to be ſeen in thoſe Parts. Theſe and many o- tl 
ther the like ſad Relations we have from the he 


Camp, there being nothing elſe done but ruining 
the whole Country; and becauſe we yet think the 
we have not enough to do it efteQually, we are 
told that fifteen thouſand more Germans are Ml 10 


ming towards us, who perhaps may come time e. Prop 
nough to make this poor Country their Winter C0 | 
Quarters, which will this Year be entirely ruin'd, ſal; 
Io behold our Nobility and Gentry here i Iron 
now really a fad Spectacle, they being becom! ! 
| heartleſs, ſeeing no Appearance of any thing but Thar 


Deſolation to their Country, and that by those 
from whom they expected Relief. And as to 
our talking of Sieges, it's look'd upon by many 
as a Romance, fince either we do not really in. 
tend it, or elſe defer it too long; and truly, [ 
am inclined to believe we ſhall do little or nothing 
this Campaign, the beſt Officers the Prince of 0- 
range has being ſtill uſeleſs by their Wounds. 
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| am certainly inform'd that the Imperial Ar- 
my is not at this preſent above fifteen thouſand 
Combatants, and yet they will have the Continu- 
ance of fixty thouſand Rations of Bread each 
Day, of which there is already ſo great want in 
the Camp, that though they are in the beſt Pro- 
vince of the Country yet they muft be ſupply'd 
by a Convoy from hence; by which it may ea- 
fily be Judged in what Condition we are to be- 
gin a Campaign in an Enemies Country, when 
our Armies cannot find Subſiſtence in that plenti- 
ful Country by our own Garriſons. 

There is certainly ſome evil Angel ſuperviſes | 
dur Affairs here, or elſe it were impoſſible things 9 
ſhould be ſo ſtrangely managed; and with all 1 
this, his Excellency ſeems no more concern d, 
than if this Country were in the greateſt Pro- 
ſperity z and nothing is buzz'd into our Ears by 
the Court-Flies but the preſent befieging two Pla- 
ces at once, one being too little for their victo- 
tous Armies; but if we make no quicker 
Progreſs with theſe Sieges than our Confederates 
do with their Siege of Grave, I am afraid we 
Hall then make but a ſad end of this Campaign. 
trom which Camp I am told, by Letters of the 
1* inſtant, that their Attacks go on as ſlowly — 
ever, and the Holland Reſident ſaid Yeſterday, 
That till they had five thouſand more Foot, 
ere was little Expectation of doing much good 
won it. 

We hear from Cbarleroy, that Monſieur Mon- 
l is paſt all Danger, and ſo well recovered 
8 to walk in his Chamber; his Troops rove 
much about the Country, and take great Boo- p 
J. On Saturday laſt a Party from thence = | 

4 8 
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all the Bag of Marques Conflens , going 
from thence after him to Namur, where he com 
mands at preſent, the Governor of that Place be 
ing ſo indiſpoſed that he is unable to take Cars 
of it. : 
The Prince of Conde with his Army is in. 
camped on the other fide the Sambre near Malen 
waiting the Motions of our Armies. Some fiy 
he is reinforced with freſh Troops; but we 
will as little believe that, as that his mo 
Chriſtian Majeſty is like to do any great Matter 
with his Arrierban, who, we lay, will not pak 
out of their own Territories. that we and 
our Allies ſhall have the Pleaſure to deſtroy 
our own Country without the Aſſiſtance of our 
Enemies: 

And if we can take two or three Places befor ff 
the end of this Campaign, we ſhall then affirgd- 
ly have the Subſtance of the late Victory, though 
the French have it, as yet, in Appearance. 

I have nought elſe to add, but to throw my 
_- oo at your Lordſhip's Feet, in the Que e 
ity of, | 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tour Honour s moſt obedient, moſt bumb l, 
and moſt entirely devoted Servant, 
R. B. 
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* Braſſels, September the x3 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

Ver fince I had the Honour to be known to 

your Lordſhip, you have been pleasd to 
look down upon me with a favourable Eye; but 
your Honour has lately made this appear by great 
bffects, by ſo far advancing me in his Majeſty's 
good Opinion, as to protect me by his Royal 
Hand in appropriating me to his Service, there- 
by to ſecure me from that Danger of which I 
had no great Apprehenſions, being ſo wholly 
concern'd in doing that Service impoſed upon me 
by your Lordſhip, that I had not time to think 
whether I was in danger or not, However by 
your Lordſhip's Interpofition and Favour, I am 
not only ſecured from any thing of that kind, but 
am alſo thereby inabled to have more full and 
ample Relations from the Fountain head, than 
tefore I gathered ſometimes from broken Ci- 
terns. And 1 ſhall now uſe ſuch Diligence to 
underſtand all Affairs both Military and Civil, 
that I will continually write what is done, ma- 
king 2 Journal of all remarkable Paſſages here, 
„ble, Which 1 preſume will not be unſatisfactory to 

your Lordſhip. 
"va", WW The Patent bearing Date two Months fince, I 
mas neceſſitated to make his Excellency acquain- 
ted wich it Yeſterday, and to make my Excuſe 
nat 1 did it not ſooner, having been out of the 
Guntry fince his Excellency's coming from the 
ampaign : His Excellency ſeem'd very well 1a- 
hed with it, and told me, that upon any occa- 
on of Addreſs to him, he would readily —_ 
| wit 


& 2 EE eSSEESSASEST 352 


(18) 

with what ſhould be defired ; and faid, when my 
Lord Caſtlebaven came to Town, whom he had 
fent for, he would talk farther with me. 
- T have little left to ſay to your Lordſhip, being 
abſolutely aſtoniſh'd with your Honour Favours, 
I ſhall only hope your Lordſhip will have no rex Ml 
ſon to repent your own AQ in favouring me; WM 
and that as your Lordſhip has laid a Foundation, Wh 
fo you will pleaſe by preferring me {till in your 
Honour's good Opinion to build me up to ſuch z . 
Capacity, that I may be more fit for your Lord. 
ſhip's Service, to which I will bring a faithfal 
and intire Devotion, which I can ſafely promiſe, 
and wiſh I may ſhew it with as good Proof as | 
can ſay it with Truth, being with all imaginable 
Zeal and Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tour Honour s moſt humble, moſt obedient, of 


and moſt intirely devoted Servant, Ip i: 


R. N. 


Bruſſels, September the 14˙, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
O Tueſday Night Lieutenant General 4zou-W 
to came hither from the Camp with I'wo 
thouſand Horſe and Five hundred Dragoons, 
who were that Night encamped without ths 


Flanders Port; three Horſe were commanded 
out 


£20 


out of each Troop, Spaniards, Germans and Dutch, 
d fpourto was all that Night with his Excellency. 

and Monſieur 4a Motte, till Five in the Morning 
> dat he was ſent to his Troops to march with 
dem to Aſeb in the way to Aloft, where he had 


83 1nd then to purſue his March according to his 
n iadructions. That Evening about Six came an 
** Expreſs from the Camp to advertiſe: his Excel- 


kncy, that the Duke de Villa Her moſa with the 
San 10098 had paſs d the River at Pont al Hayn 
the Day before, and that the Prince and General 


7 aches had that Morning decamped, and jointly 
Me ud the River upon Bridges laid over for that 


jucpoſe, having alter d it ſeems their former Re- 
alutions of dividing, their Armies. Hereupon his 
cellency forthwith diſpatched Monſieur Ja Motte 
ter Lieutenant General Agourto to  baſten his 
uch, and that from thence he ſhould go to 
mond and Gaunt to haſten thoſe Regiments, and 
p ſee the Boors put in order, and the Dutch Veſ- 
|, with the great Guns, Cc. to be drawn up 
dards Gaunt. HOY 

lt ſeems the Armies are marched betwixt Het 
d Towrnay directly in the way towards Oude- 
7d; but their Armies being all united, and ſo 
kat Forces going from all Garriſons in theſe 
ts, makes many believe their Deſign is more 
dderable than the attacking Oudenard and Cour- 
Various Conjectures are made according to 
ers Fancies z and its whiſper'd amongſt ſome 
It they intended to march directly towards 
mirk, where they are leaſt expected, and the 
nch worſt provided; but this is only Surmiſe, 
Lyour Lordſhip mult be content to be in the 


Kas to the Certainty of their Deſigns till the 
K next 


Orders to {tay till Midnight to refreſh his Men, 
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next Poſt; though many do not ſtick to ſiy, that 
Oudenard was this Morning inveſted. 
Laſt Night three of our Spaniſh Regiments that 
were here, (viz.) Montalto's, Spinoſa's and Byl. 
widere's, had four Day's Bread given them, and Ml 
this Motning they march'd early to the render. i | 
vous without the Handers Port, about half 3. 
League from hence, I rode out to take a view of MW; 
them, which I did very carefully. The Regiment 
of Spinoſa was about Nine hundred, Montalto Six 
hundred, and Belvidere Five hundred. The Bog 
were drawn up in fix Battallions, and were inten 


ded for Five hundred in each Battallion, but way; 
ted of that number. There was Four hund er 
Waggons upon the King's Account, befides thoſd tt 
that marchd with the Regiments, and belong e 


to the Officers, and two great Mortars, but n 
Cannon; great ſtore of Granades, and all Mar 
rials for a Siege; they march'd directly rowdy; 
Aloſt, and I believe will this Night encamp abou 
Asch. The Marquis 4 Offera march'd with theniiid : 
and commands all in chief: I am told that thi: 
Regiment of Aldado, the Duke 4 Avery, Copm 
Duffey. and a German Regiment, with about Fo 
thoutand Boors, are to meet them to morrow 
Aloft, and the next Day ſome more from Gam 
There was not one Troop of Horſe thar march 
with them this Day. 

By Letters from Valenchiennes of the 12" | 
ſtant I am told, that betore the Armies decamꝑ 
from thence the Regiment of Boumont conilt 
of Tv eve hundred effective Men was ſent yon 7 
Cambruy, upon the Arrival of which fix Com 
nics of the Kegiment of Molambeck were k 
from thence to Boucharn, and that fix Companl 
of the Count de Sore's Regiment were ſent ift 
R [ 
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in Wl 7 alencbiennes' to Conde: for reinforcing; their Garri- 

ſons, leſt the Prince of Conde in the abſence. of 
bat WW the Armies ſhould attack any of them: Thar the 
Bil. prince of Conde was not then moved, but conti- 
aud nued in his Station upon the Sambre: That the 
ime Morning old Prince Maurice was brought in 
ck from the Camp to Valenchiennes, not being 
able to march with the Army. 

Our German Letters fay, that the Brandenburgb 
Troops are marching this way, bending their 
Courſe towards the Meuſe; and that upon their 
miral there, his Electoral Highneſs will conſider 
what is fit to be farther done in order to the ge- 
ral Intereſt of the Confederates; and tis ſaid 
fer the taking Grave, Which 'tis luppos'd will 
e within few Days, that that Army ſhall attend 
bout thoſe Quarters to join the Electoral Troops, 
ud either fit down before Maeſtricht, or march 
bwards France on the other fide the Adaeſe. They 
keming now on all fides reſolvd to attack France, 
Ind ro make a Winter-War againſt them, with 
tit numerous Armies; but which way they will 
kt Proviſions in Winter in an Enemy's Country, 
ten they can ſcarce ſubſiſt in the Summer a- 
bonglt their Friends 1 do not well ſee. And to 
event their Subſiſtence in the French Conqueſts, 
vict Orders have been ſome time ſince ſent from 


12 d round, to ſend in all their Proviſions of Corn 
ecame N Forrage into the next adjacent French Garti- 
anfällig, reſerving only for their preſent Subſiſtence; 
ſem on Penalty of having all that remains burnt; 
Com proſecution of which the Marquis 4“ Anere 
vere erernour of Aeth has cauſed the Towns of Lef- 
ompaniW and Chieure, with the rich Abby of Chambre, 


& burnt to the Ground, becauſe the Boors had 
K 2 carried 


ſent 1 
| 


k French Garriſons to all the Towns and Villa- 
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1 
cartied in great Stores of Corn thither, and 0. 
into his Garriſon according to his Orders. 

At Tournay they are very apprehenſive of a Siege 
and have therefore publiſhed ſtrict Orders, requi- 
ring all Burghers upon Pain of Death nor to fiir 
out of their Houſes in caſe of a Siege; and that 
their Wives and Maid-Servants ſhall have liberty 
each Day to go out for two Hours to buy Proys 
fions and Neceſſaries for their Families, but not to 
be out any longer. 

At Courtray, it's ſaid, the Governour and In. 
tendant have profter'd to quit that Town, if the 
Burghers would give ſuch a conſiderable Sum x 
they demanded, but that the Magiſtrates abſo 
lutely refuſed to make any ſuch Agreement. Ir 
generally reported that Oudenard is very wel 
mann'd, and wants nothing neceſſary for a Siege; 
but it's ſaid here 'tis impoſſible to keep it, th 
_u that is near it commanding it intirely on tht 
de. ; | 
By a Gentleman come this Night hither fron 
the Siege of Grave, which he left three Dy 


tince, I am inform'd, that he thought it not Arn. 
any great likelihood of being ſo ſuddenly taxa... 
as is here ſpoken, He left my Lord Caſtlebav Arm 
upon his March with two Regiments of Span ; 
Horſe, and a German new raiſed Regiment thoy 
Foot coming this way, and that he would be tl Ip, 
Night at Malines in order to his coming hitte that 
that Regiment being deſign d for Security of W;. > 
Place, with Monſieur de Fue's Regiment of Hor 7; 
It was whiſper'd Yeſterday and this Day at Cou ply | 


that de Ruiter has been repulſed at Martinid Mc 
the French with great Loſs. Young Count H 
paſſed by here Yeſterday in great haſte from frre; 
land to the Camp. 36 


I ha 
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[ have nothing elſe te add, but humbly: te 
ſubſcribe my ſelf with all imaginable Zeal and 


Dwy, | 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt bumble, mo#t obedient, 


and moi entirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


— 


— — — 
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Bruſſels, September the 18'*, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

* are informed by my Lord Caf lebaven, 

who came from the Camp before Grave 
on Wedneſday laſt, that the Beſiegers were then 
lodged at the Foot of the Glacis of the Counter - 
(carp: That General Rabenbaut having but a ſmall 
Army of Twelve thouſand Men, thinks not fit to 
attack the Place by Force, to the hazard of his 
army, the Place being very ſmall, and many Men 
to defend it; and therefore he goes the ſurer 
nem though the longer way, and has now fo cloſed it 
Wp, and has fo ſtrong a Line of Contravallation, 
lat it is impoſſible either for Relief to enter, or 
the Zeſieged to fally. 

That there are many Batteries againſt it, which 
Play inceſſantly; and the Beſieged have ſtore of 
Cannon and Powder, are not backward in retur- 
ling the Salutes of their Enemies, there being 


more great Guns diſcharged daily than hach been 
K 3 known 
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known in any Siege for theſe many Years. That | 
the French are all lodged in their Works, but 
that the wet Weather will quickly force them in- 
to the Town, and more prejudice them than the | 
Dutch, who are lodged upon drier Ground, and 
have abundance of all Froviſions. , 
His Lordſhip ſays, there has been a great Over. : 
fight committed by the French, in not breaking Ne 

down the great Dyke that was betwixt the Town 
and River, whereby the Beſiegers could have Ml r 
made no Lodgment there without much Lok, Nd 
who are now lodged there in much Security, F 
Sir Wiliam Ballandine having lately brought 4 
over ſix Companies of Foot from Scotland to Bol. 
duc, went on Taeſday laſt to pay his ReſpeQs to u 
General Rabenhaar, and after that would in Cu- WI 0 
riofity go down to the AMenſe-fide to ſee the BI C 
Approaches, and the Fort which the French had Bil 2: 
blown up and quitted, which he enter d; and in WM it 
his Return back he was kill'd with a Canon-ſhot. e. 
which hit him in the back, took away the greateſt WM of 
Part of his Body, leaving his Head and Arms th 
hanging by a Httle Skin; his Heart was found MI be 
intire ſome Paces from the Place; there was 1 th: 
Lieutenant alſo killd with him; the remaining dle 
Part of his Body was taken up and convey'd to has 
Bolduc, and there interred. Ar 
This Afternoon another Gentleman is come [bc 
from Grawe, who left it on Hiday laſt, and ſays He 
that the States had ſent poſitive Orders to Gene and 
ral Raben haut to make as quick a Diſpatch ot 
that Work as was poſhble; and that he ſhoul 
proceed with his Attacks more vigoroutly tha 
be had done hitherto; and that the General wal 
reſolvd to proceed accordingly, hoping to be 
Maſter of it in ten Days. But my Lord Cafii 


have 
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leven ſays, no Judgment can be made when the 
Town will be taken, it depending upon their 
Wants within, not the Force without; and that 
when he left it, the General himſelf thought he 
did a great Work, if he became Maſter of* it in 
1 Month's time; hoping by that time ſome one 
necefſary thing woyld be wanting, which would 
enforce them to a Surrender, 

The Prince of Orange, with the three Confede- 
nte Armies, hath beſieged Oudenard, and on Sun- 
day opened their Trenches: The Duke de Villa 
Hermoſa, with the Spaniards , is poſted at the 
Abby of Enam, on that Side towards Gaunt; and 
tis ſaid that Aldado, with the Spaniards, bath at- 
tacked and taken a Redoubt: That the Prince of 
Oranges Army are poſted on that fide towards 
Courtray and Lille, and the Germans towards Aetb 
and Tournay , being encamped along the River 
from Potts to Oudenard, We are told, that it was 
refolv'& ſo ſoon as this Siege was form'd the Prince 
of Orange ſhould with his Army beſiege Courtray, 
the reducing of both which Places are eſteem d 
here to be only a Work of eight Days, and after 
that they would fall upon ſome more conſidera- 
ble Siege: But the moving of the Prince of Conde 
bas alter'd thoſe Reſolutions, and will cauſe their 
Aimies to draw cloſer together, left the Prince 
ſhould take them again at the ſame Advantage. 
te paſs'd the Sambre with his Army the 14, 


and (as our Letters from Mons ſay) marched to 
Lueſnoy, and from thence bended his March be- 
twixt Bouchain and Valenciennes, paſſing the River 
at the Village of Denning, a League from Bon- 
cbain; that from thence be marched towards 
Douay, and paſs'd that River at Pont de Raſh. 
We will not believe here that he is above Twenty 
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five thouſand Men, and thoſe in very ill Condi. 
tion; and that the Confederates will be able to 
keep their Siege, and fight him, their Armies 
being near Fifty thouſand effective, beſides the 
armed Peaſants, and ſome Regiments of his Ex. 
cellency's Infantry, who are ſent to Pre, Ahr, 
and St. Omer, to reinforce thoſe Garriſons. 

There is an Expreſs come this Afternoon from 
Monſieur le Motte to his Excellency , who left 
Gaunt at Ten this Morning : What News he has 
brought is kept very private, which makes ys 
Judge tis not very good. *Tis ſaid the French did 
Yeſterday make a Sally, wherein they loſt eighty 
Men, but no Loſs named on our fide. The Guns 
have play'd all Yeſterday and this Day; but the 
great Guns from Gaunt were not arrived at the 
Camp, but will be there this Night. We are 
told the Prince of Conde is advancing apace towards 
the Confederates; and *tis ſaid, that this Night 
he will be encamped with his Army qt Leun. 


berwixt Aeth and Tournay within five Leagues d 
Oudenard; but we expect a Confirmation of that 

by this Night Poſt, before we give Credit u f 
it; and if that prove true, his Army mult tz | 
much ſtronger than we report it. We were in 1: 
great Apprehenſions of his taking a Turn this way, e 


and have therefore kept two German Regiments 
here, with one Spaniſh ; and the new rais'd Regi 
ment of the Prince de Croye is at Malines, for de. 
curity of that Place; his Excellency was likewik i br 
prepar'd to go to Antwerp after his Lady, but now W 
ſhe is return'd hither. the 
I am told from a good Hand, that his Excel 
lency fays, the Prince of Orange and Genel 
Souches do now as eagerly court him to come 0 

the Army, as they did before defire his Depit 


" A 4 
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ture: That for his part, he will go no more to 
che Camp ; that all his Employment is to be their 
Providore ; that he has now ſent them Bread and 
Meat for twenty Days for all their Armies , and 
that having furniſhed them with what they defi- 
red both as to Men, Ammunition and Provifions, 
it ſhall be no more his Fault but theirs, it they 
proceed not vigorouſly, and make a great Ad- 
vance into France, fince he knows the Prince of 
Conde with all his Supplies will not be able to 
make Head againſt them. I am alſo told in con- 
fdence from the ſame Perſon, that his Excellency 
talks much of his returning ro Spain, and that he 
intends paſſing through England, and making a 
ſhort ſtay there; and *tis whiſper'd that theſe 
laſt Letters from Spain have brought ſome Inti- 
mation that he is like to be recalled. 

The Queen Regent's Pleaſure is not yet decla- 
ted as to a Maſter de Camp General ; Marquis 
Burgorteny is much ſpoken of, and ſome ſay the 
Marquis 4 Offera General of the Artillery. 

'Tis this Day ſaid Count Megem is upon the 

Point of Death, and that the Prince Barbanſon is 
preparing himſelf for that Government, the Re- 
verſion whereof was given him by the Queen Re- 
gent. Don Bernardo Salinas is made Serjeant Ge- 
neral of Battel, and is to come hither this Winter 
in that Quality. 
The young Count Douglas of Sweden that was 
brought hither from Charleroy, is dead of his 
Wounds, after having endured much Miſery in 
their Endeavours to cure him. 

We are told from Germany, that the Elector of 
brandenburgh is marching with his Troops towards 
Metz, in Lorrain, by that way to enter France, 
and that Monfieur de Turenne is retreated towards 
Alſatia, | I have 
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I have nothing elſe to add, but layi 
low at your Lordſhip's Feet, do with all — 
Humility aſſure your Honour that I am, and 
—— ever continue with all imaginable Zeal and 
uty, | | | 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tour Honour s moll humble, mo#} obedient, 


and mo#t intirely devoted Servant, 
R. B. 
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Bruſſels, October the 16 1674, 


FKeigbi Honourable, 
| T? purſuance of my Duty and your Commands 
I am to give your Honour a particular Ac- 
count concerning the Bufineſs of our Merchant's 
Ships at Offend. On Saturday Monfieur Chriſtine, 
whom his Excellency ſent thither as Commillary 
to examine that Matter return'd, and on Sunday 
in the Evening gave his Excellency an Account, 
The Conſul came with him, accompanied with 
two or three Eng/ih Merchants in behalf of the 
reſt. Yeſterday I gave a Viſit to Monſieur Cri 
ftine to know from him how that Affair ſtood, i 
which I judged neceſſary for the expediting of it l 
at leaſt that I might have ſo much light from him. &: 
as might inable me to give your Honour a tft: 
State of that Buſineſs, 


Ths 
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The Commiſſary told me he had examin'd the 


. Matter, and taken full Information of it, but 
1d would not undertake of himſelf to Judge it, there 
nd being ſo great Conteſts on both fides, thoſe of 


fend precending' as much Right to detain the 
Ships, as the Merchants to have them releas d. 
That he had given his Excellency a faithful Re- 
lation of the whole, which his Excellency had 
Again referred to the Council of State to adjuſt, 
and give their Opinions therein, and deſir d 1 
would have Patience for ſome ſew Days, and the 
Buſineſs would be ended to his Majeſty's Satisfa- 
'B (tion. I told him, that Delays berein would be 
p bo. the Ruin of his Majeſty's Subjects that were con- 
cern d; and that if there were not a timely Sa- 
115 tisfaCtion given, his Majeſty would be neceſſita- 
ted to take other Meaſures, and give his Subjects 
674, WI {ave to right themſelves; to which he reply d, 
that I might reſt confident there would be no ſuch 
Occaſion. 

unde | then demanded what he had done concerning 
r fc. 5-i/et and Fobmſon, thoſe two infolent Privateers, 
mants WI 10 bad committed that unheard of Outrage upon 
im bis Majeſty's Ship the Folwich Sloop; to which 
aiſfary WI be told me, the firſt of them was Priſoner in Eng- 
land, where his Majeſty might do Juſtice upon 
him, and the other was Priſoner in Fance, which 
vas all the Anſwer I had from bim; and Mr. Lynch 
confirms to me, that they are both taken, and 

that he has given your Honour an Account of it. 
Yeſterday at Court the Burgomaſter and Bai- 
litt of Ofend, with two more of their Magiſtrates 
came to me, and told me, they were impower'd 
irom the Capers to hinder releafing the Engliſh 
Merchants Ships. We had a warm Diſcourſe to- 
gether, wherein they ſeem d much incenſed that 
his 


— 


(1400 5 
his Exeellency had diſcharged the Hing Hy, 
without their being heard, and faid there waz 
one thouſand five hundred Seamen in Oftend ready 
to riſe in Arms upon it, and to fall upon the Ex. 
glifh, but that they prevented them; that howe- 


ver, one of them with a Knife had violently aſſaul, 


ted one of that Ship, and had ſorely wounded 
him in the Face, which they could not prevent, 
They told me farther, that in caſe his Excellency 
diſcharged the other Engliſh Veſſels without their 
being heard, they would appeal to the Queen 
Regent; and enlarged very much what Certifica- 
tions they had brought up to prove theſe Ships 
were lawful Prize, with many things of that kind, 
And 1 do find that they are highly recommended 
and ſeconded by the Governors of Offend and 
Newport, who go Shares with them; and by this 
means have made many of the Great Ones here 
their Friends. And I underſtand from Antwerp, 
that they have Bills of Exchange there for twen- 
ty thouſand Guilders, to be diſpoſed in Brihes, 
for making Friends in this Buſineſs, which makes 
me doubt we ſhall find Delays, unleſs his Excel- 
lency be farther quickened by Letrers. 

The Refident of Holland had this Day much 
Diſcourſe with me concerning them, and ſhew'd 
me Copies of ſeveral ſharp Letters written by the 
States to his Excellency upon the Detention of 
ſeveral of their Ships, and aſſures me that he has 
Orders from his Majeſty to tell his Excellency, 
That if a timely Remedy be not put to their In- 
ſolencies, they ſhall not only be neceſſitated to 
grant Letters of Reprizal, but to ſend four or five 
Men of War to block them up. If his Excel: 
lency had appeared this Day we had both moved 


bim in it, but to Morrow we intend to do it, d 
which 


[ 
9 | 


1 
which I ſhall give your Honour a farther Account 
by the next Orders 8 

Mr. Lynch has likewiſe promiſed me a Certifi- 
cate of the Aſſault that was made upon the Ma- 
ſter of the Flying Hare, and of the Threats they 
have publiſh'd of cutting the Throat of the Con- 
ſul, and all the Engliſb that are there; inſomuch 
that they are in Danger of their Lives for Pro- 
ſecution of this Bufineſs, whereby your Honour 
may judge in what Condition his Majefty's Sub- 
jets will be in, if theſe Violences 90 conniv'd 
at, I intend to morrow to give his Excellency 
a Memorial of it, and ſhall give your Honour 
an Account of what Anſwer I have. 

Not having more at preſent to add, but hum- 
by to ſubſcribe my ſelf with all imaginable 

ly, 


Right Honourable, 
Tour Honour's mo#t humble, mo#t obedient, 


and mot entirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


ſent your Honour's Letters to Sir Thomas San- 
4; by a Servant of mine, who has brought me 
back this incloſed Anſwer, 


Bruſſels, 


— — — — — 


EY) 
 Bruſils, November the 22% 1674 


; May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, ' 
| 5 receiv'd Notice from my Brother, f 
1 your Honour's Voyage to Holland, and of 
your Commands that I ſhould ſend your Lordſhip 
conſtant Adventiſement of all Occurrences here; 
in Complyance of which, and of my Duty to 
your Honour; I preſume to give this Trouble. 
At preſent little can be expected from hence, 
the Proſpect ob this Theatre being much changed 
ſince the Armies removal from theſe Provinces 
That which gives the moſt Occaſion of Diſcourſe 
here, is your Lordfhip's Journey into Holland, 
which his Excellency ſays he knows to be in or- 
der to a Peace and Marriage, but he is well aſſu- 
red their League is ſo firm and ſteady, that he 
preſumes all Endeavours of that kind will be fruit: 
leſs till after the nex- Campaign, and chat he 
believes his Highneſs the Prince of Orange will 
not be induced to think of a Marriage till an 
honourable and laſting Peace be made, which 
cannot be reaſonably expected in the broken Con. 
dition their Affairs here now ſtand. However, MW dre 
the Grandees here are of Opinion they ſhall have WM = 
a Peace; ſince they ſee the States inclined to it; ¶ drec 
and indeed, the Poverty which this Country. SIM port 
reduc'd to, Join'd with the Experience of the il ¶ nec 
Management of the War, has much mollified the 
AﬀeRions of the moſt warlike among them; 10M: C 
that there is great Hope this high and Chriſtian 
Work of his Mediation may in due time have bh 


good Iſſue. 


Gengil 


4B) 
General Spork is ſtill belieging Dinant, ſtom 
whence we are every Hour in Expedctation to hear 
of its ſurrender. The Burgomaſter, with many 
of the principal Citizens, have ſavd themſelves 
ind are retired, ſome to Namur where they are 


6 impriſoned, ſome to Liege, and others to Philip- 
1 'of ville. It is ſaid here, that four hundred French are 
(hip WI in the Caſtle, and that there is Plenty of both 
ere; MI Provifion and Ammunition, but that it is not ſor- 


4 10 WM tifyed, depending only upon its Situation, which 
y towards the Tovyn is very ſtrong, but on the Land 
ence, WI file not. The Cannons ſhot very hard Monday 
need and Tueſday, but not having been heard fince 
nces Wl Yelterday, many conclude it taken, and if ſo, 
gurſe WT it's aid they intend in the next Place to reduce 
land, tte Caſtle of Bouillon, and from thence, if they 
in ot. ſucceed, it's thought they will march towards 
aſſu - Liege taking Advantage of their Commotion z 
— when they have taken theſe three Places, it 
fruit · will be near time to go to their Winter- Quarters, 
nat be without advancing towards Triers as they ſay they 
e will will before they end their Campaign. 
ill an We hear that a Party ſent out from the Gar- 
which tions of Ayre and St. Omer into Boulongnow , to 
a Con- Wl raiſe Contribution, rencountred with four hun- 
wever, Wl fred French belonging to Ardres, which the Spa- 
11 have MY jb Troops defeated, and brought in two hun- 
to it; dred Priſoners to St. Omer: This was warmly re- 
ty 5 ported here this Day at Court, but I think it 
the ill veeds a farther Confirmation. 
ied the The States of Flanders have not yet come to 
em; {M* Concluſion in Point of their Subfidies, two of 
briſtian Wie four Members are come hither to repreſent 
have 48" his Excellency the Difficulties they find in it, 
nd to rake ſome farther Directions from his 
txcellency for adjuſting that Matter; and *cill 
Genel that 
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that be finiſned, his Excellency will not go to 
Antwerp , nor preſs the States of this Province, 
till he ſees a good Iſſue of that in Flanders. 
Upon Sunday Morning Count 4 Urſel, by his 
Excellency's Appointment, parted hence for A. 
drid, attended with a handſom Train, and with 

twenty of his Excellency's Guards for a Conyoy 
28 far as Cambra x. 21180 50 
Don Pedro Ronquillos is ſuddenly expected here, 
having receiv'd Orders to haſten his Journey, and 
be diſpatched: for England by his Excellency in a 
few Days after his Arrival here.. 

We are every Moment in Expectation of the 
Spaniſh Orders, by whom we ſhall know the Cer: 
tainty either of his Excellency's Stay or Depar- 
ture; many are of Opinion that he will ſudden- 
ly leave this Government, which he has much ſo- 
licited, in hopes of being made one of the Great 
Council at Madrid. The Name of our new Ma- 
ſter de Camp General is alſo expected in theſe 
Letters, and who ſhall be Governor of the Pro- 
vince of Namur, the Prince of Barbanſon not be: 
ing owned by his Excellency till he has receiy'd 
a new Confirmation from Spain. this 

This is all which is ſtirring as to the publick tte 
Affairs here, except the Buſineſs of our Ships at bon 


Oftend, which I likewiſe think my Duty to give Im 
your Lordſhip an Account of in this following * 
lon 


Relation. 
By a Letter of the 20 Inſtant, S. J. from Mr. rice 


Secretary Coventry, I receiv'd Commands to in- eme 
form my ſelf of his Excellency and chief Mini. Tat 
ſters here, whether they made any Scruple of g 
owning the Treaty of 67 at Madrid, which Com- 
mand was occafion'd by an Advertiſement I gave 


his Honour of what I heard the Audientiary fay 
concerning 


Wo 


1 
tncerning it, That it was a Peace never pub - 
liſhed. | 
According to Mr. Secretary's Commands, on 
Sunday laſt, I addreſs'd my ſelf to his Excellen- 
<, and took Mr. Lynch the Conſul with me to 
hear his Excellency's Anſwer. I told his Excel- 
kncy; that underſtanding the Papers and Proceſs 
concerning the detaining our Ships being now 
come from Oſtend hither, we had tome Hopes of 
having an Iſſue of that Buſineſs which had been 
ſo long delayed, to the great Damage of His Ma- 
| klty's Subjects, and conſequently to his Majeſty's 
the o ſmall Diſpleaſure; that it was now ſeaſona- 
Cer- dle to have a Rule fer by which all Parties were 
par- v govern themſelves in this Affair, and that ac- 
der cordingly I had receiv'd Orders in His Majeſty's 
h ſo- Wl Name to ſtick cloſe to the Treaty of 67, which 
reat nas to be the Rule in the Deciſion of this Bufi- 
Ma- es. And that therefore I thought it neceſſary 
theſs (br the gaining of Time, and preventing all Diſ- 
Pro: putes that might otherwiſe ariſe,) to defire his 
t be: Hcellency to ſend an Order to the High Court 
eiv'd Wo! Admiralty here, (who were to be Judges in 
this Buſineſs) to make that Treaty the Rule in 
zblick e judging of theſe Ships, and that ſuch Order 
ips at m his Excellency might be regiſtred, of which 
h give l might have an Authentick Copy to fend to 
Wing r. Secretary Coventry, for His Majeſty's Satisfa- 
tion, and for Diſcharge of my Duty. To this his 
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a Mr. krcellency anſwered, That the Papers were now | 
to in- eme which he would tranſmit to the Admiralty, 3 
Mini-MWſhat he was very ſorry the Buſineſs had been fo 
ple of Wn; delayed, That be mutt confeſs thoſe of O- 


Com- Nd were the greateſt Knaves in the World, and 
I gent he did verily believe, when he ſhould leave 
ary ſay s Government, if they could catch him at Sea, 
cerning L they 
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they would throw him over-board: And ma 
more ſharp Expreſſions he made againſt them. 
But, in fine, when he came to the Point of the 
Treaty, he told us, It was a Treaty they had ne. 
ver ſeen or heard of, neither was it ever ſent hi- 
ther by the Queen, or any Orders about it; and 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary that Letters ſhould 
be forthwith written to our Ambaſſador at Ms. 
dvid, to procure the Queen's Order hither for their 
owning that Treaty, and governing themſelves 
in all things accordingly, and ſaid that he had al. 
ready written to that purpoſe; that in the mea 
time the Bufineſs ſhould go on, which was all 
he could do to put them in a way of Juſtice, and 
that if any Spaniſh Ships were taken in England 
they muſt be releaſed by the ordinary Form of 
Juſtice. To this I reply d, That J preſum'd his 
Excellency was miſinform'd in this Buſineſs, for 
that it would evidently appear that thoſe of Ofend 
had taken notice of that Treaty of 67; for that 
moſt of the Ships that had been taken (as I was 
inform'd by the Conſul there preſent) were taken 
by vertue of the fourteenth Article of that Trex 
ty, for want of Paſſeports as that Article dirett 
ed; and it they made uſe of one Article for our 
Diſadvantage, we had reaſon to expect Liber 
to make uſe of the other Articles in our Favour; 
that if the Treaty was not ſent hither, nor pub 
liſhed, it was the Fault of the Miniſters at Me 
drid, and could make nothing to the Prejudice 
of the Treaty which was ratifyed, nor to tis 
Prejudice oi his Majeſty's Subjects who had tt 
ded to France under Security of that Treaty, and 
that therefore I was commanded to ſtick to that 
Treaty, and mult pivtcit . againſt all Proceeding 
in this Buſiueſs that wcie contrary to it, Heie 
70 pa! 
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upon his Excellency told me, I had beſt to ſpeak 
with thoſe Miniſters that were the proper Jud: 
of this Matter, whereupon I went with Mr. 
[yncb the ſame Day to the Preſident of the Coun- 
al, who was directly of the ſame Opinion as his 
Excellency, but faid , he had not the proper 
Cognizance of it. But the Preſident of the High 
Court of Admiralty , Monfieur Blondel, with 
whom we likewiſe diſcourſed the Matter, and 
' BY defired to know by what Method he would pro- 
ceedd, and whether he would not make the Treaty 
14% the Rule? which he ſeem'd altogether in- 
1 tin d to, and ſaid he knew of no other way to 
mine the Matter, and ſo ſoon as the Papers 
ame to his Hands he would ſend them to two 
ve BY cunſellors to report, and when the Matter was 
ul we ſhould have notice. 
fend On Monday his Excellency ſent the Papers to 
Monfieur Blonde, and he has choſen out four of 
te Proceſs, and has given them to two Counſel- 
lors to report; and upon their Report we ſhall 
Mow what farther Meaſures to take, and if I 
Ind they will not admit of the Treaty, I ſhall 
Immediately difpatch an Expreſs to Mr, Secreta- 
Fto give him an Account of it, it being a Buſineſs 
great Conſequence, and that timely notice be 
ven of it. i 
[ know not what Judgment to make of this as 
et, but | am much atraid we ſhall meet with 
any Dithculties, the Capers having made great 
Mereft by their Bribes, which they give out 
ede Monies of his Majeſty's Subjects, and are 
fy free of other Mens Purſes. I ſee them 
ly plying here feveral of the great Men and 
Wourites, and know they will leave no Stone 
ond to carry. away re they have ay 
2 n 
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And I am aſſurd by ſome of the Merchants 
here who are concern'd, that the Value of the MW v 
ſeveral Ships and Lading, which they have now WM {© 
taken at Oftend, amount to fixteen hundred thou. th 
ſand Guilders, and that they have fold the Iz 
ding of moſt of the Ships, and that the Chargg IM ha 
the Merchants have been daily at, fince ther 6d 
ſtopping at Oſtend, comes to at leaſt fifteen hun cil 
dred Guilders per Diem. WS) 
This is the full Account of what has paſſed 
in relation to this Buſineſs, wherein I hape per 
form'd my Duty with the greateſt Care I could 
according to my weak Apprebenſions, humbl 
ſubmitting it to your Lordſhip's favourable Cen 
ſure. And now having ſufficiently wearied you 
Lordſhip with this tedious Relation, I ſhall en 
your preſent Trouble by throwing my ſelf low a 
your 'Lordſhip's Feet, ſubſcribing my ſelf wil 
all imaginable Zeal and Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Tour Honour s moſt humble, moſt obedient, 


and moſt intirely devoted Servant 


5 tlſew} 

R. | naliſts 

Rin A 

uits ; 

Since the writing of this the Spaniſh Courifh®"4 tl 
is come, but the Letters not being yet deliveregſ%"s | 


am not able to give your Lordſhip any Accou 
but I have defired Mr. Chaumont, who has alw 
an Account from thence, to ſend your Lordi 
an Account of what he has, which he has P 
misd me to do. | | 
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Juſt now an Expreſs is come from Dinant , 
who ſays they hold out very ſtiffly, which has 
ſo much enraged the German, that it's believ'd 
they will give them no Quarter. 
| Since writing, and before clofing my Letter, I 
dave receiv'd this certain Advertiſement, in Con- 
ber fidence, from one that was this Day at the Coun- 
n- ci! of War, That his Excellency hears the Prince 
of Conde decamps to morrow ; that it's believed 
he will march towards Tournay; that hereupon 
tis agreed the Van of the Prince of Orange's Ar- 
my ſhall paſs the Canal to morrow , berwint 
ſiord and Willibrook, and the whole Army to 
lollow the next Day; that in Order hereunto, 
the Marqueſs 4 Aſſenlaer, with Monfieur Louvig- 
wer, and a French Marqueſs of the Prince of O- 
wge's Army, (I think Marqueſs Aaompellie) have 
en out of Town two or three Leagues to find 
a convenient Place for incamping both Armies, 
bis Highneſs's and ours, which they have done a- 
bout three Leagues hence, about a League on 
tte right Hand of Hall, between Aeth and Aloſt; 
ent, tat within three Days our Army ſhall likewiſe 

march, that we may both attend the Prince of 
va endes Motion, whether it be towards Flanders or 

— Wiewhere. What Orders are gone to the Impe- 
R. Brut; I cannot learn, neither have we any cer- 

an Account where they are, or whether the Re- 

Mts are all come to them, tis thought they at- 
oui end the Arrival of General Soxches before they 
weite dove farther. | 


'Bruf- 


HE Spaniſh Ordinary which came on Thutſ 


( 150 ) 


Bruſſels, November the 26, 1674, it 
| May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, in 


day Night brought nothing as to his Ex- pr 
cellency's ſudden leaving this Government, Da t 
Juan of Auſtria being not yet refolv'd as to his WM nm; 
coming. In the mean time, no Maſter de Camp 
General is named, as was expected, but it's ſaid 


that if Don Juan come, the Duke de Villa Herme Wl the 
ſe ſhall have a Complement made him to be G. Wl the 
vernour of Arms, the better to induce his Stay, WM that 
who has demanded his Conge of the Queen, but Wl wo 
it is not yet granted. It's written privately, that ¶ cut 
the Queen has ſome Inclinations to make the i, 
Duke d Arembergh Maſter de Camp General, xtir 
whoſe Pulſe has been felt therein, and tis faid N bw. 
he will accept of the Charge, if offered. He h; Gun; 
at preſent here, and that which gives much cc ſure 
caſion of Diſcourſe, is his Excellency's making WM hoy! 
2 very extraordinary Court to him, more than he but a! 
has been ſeen to do to any Perſon whatſoever; Ml Gove 
and that which makes the more notice taken d Its 
it, is, becauſe there was fo very ill a Correſpon-Wil Ame 
dence lately between them. The Queen has ng frcns 
yet diſpoſed of the Government of the ProvincalM quenc; 
of Namur, there being ſo many Pretenders to Hilſo f 
that it is not known who will carry it. then 2 
It's faid Count 4'Ur/e! is in Election of be tons a 
ing made Captain of the Guard of Archers, e d. 
the Place of the late Marqueſs Tirlon, a leit cl 
that that Charge will be confirmd upon him thong 
Hiladrid, eur 7 
Wndre 


Fron 


vince 
(0 I 


" be: 
| I 

an 
im 4 


4 


Fro | 
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From the Confederate Armies near S!rasbargh 
its written, That Monfieur Turenne ſtill conti- 
nues his Camp, and that both Armies are watch- 
ing each other, and that which can hold out lon- 
gelt is like to be Maſter of the Field. 

On Friday his Excellency had notice, by Ex- 
preſs, of the taking Dinant Town and Caſtle, 
which happen'd ſooner than they could have i- 
magined, and by an Accident they little expected. 
The Place being entred by fifty Spaniards who 
were only employ'd about taking a ſmall part of 
the Suburbs, whilſt the Germans were battering 
the Walls: And ir ſeems thoſe of the Garriſon 
that were in the Suburbs being in ſome Diſorder, 
two of the principal French Commanders came 
out of the Town to make good their Retreat into 
it, who being both killed in the Action, the French 
rtired in great Diſorder, and the Spaniards fol- 


low'd fo cloſe, that immediately a Parley was 


ſounded , and ſoon after both Town and Caſtle 
ſurrendred upon Capitulations that the French 
ſhould march away with Bag and Baggage, &c. 
but all the Ligeois Priſoners of War, and the late 
Governor who ſurpriz'd it from the Germans. 

It's faid that General Spor& has ſent part of his 
Amy towards Thuzin, to try if he can reduce that 
long Place, which would be of great Conſe- 
quence to the incommoding of Charleroy. Tis 
ao faid that he will next attempt Bouillon, and 
then advance towards Treves, unleſs the Commo- 
tions at Liege may encourage his going that way. 
e do here confidently affitm that Treves is at 
laſt cloſely blocked up, if not formally beſieged; 
Movgh at the ſame time others ſay, That Mon- 
ur Turenne has ſent thither two thouſand five 
nized Men, who are entred into it; which, if 

1 4 true, 
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true, the reducing that Place may prove a Work q 
of Time; but it thoſe Recruits are ſhut out, they i 
make no queſtion of reducing it ſuddenly. It js | 
written alſo from Germany, that both Philipsburgh t 
and Briſack are much ſtreighten'd by the Poſt t 
which the Confederates have taken round about 0 
them. | | 

We talk here as if the French King had ſome 
Thoughts of coming e er long to Nancy, to be near 
Alſace and Burgundy, and to be ready to aſl 
Monſieur Turenne upon any Occaſion; and that the 
Prince of Conde will at the ſame time come towards 
Douay, and thoſe. Parts; but we haye no Cer: 
tainty of this, but only Surmiſes. 
Count de Raſch is by his Excellency appointed 
to go ſuddenly to Ypres to command there in the 
place of Baron de Rock, who comes hither, and 
ſhalt command at Louvain, 
- Yeſterday being his Excellency's Birth-day there 
was a great Solemnity at Court, which ended at 
Night in a Ball for the Divertiſement of the 
Ladies. 885 

Count Philip Baſſigny has been very ill of 2 
Fever, but is now pretcy well; I gave him this 
Evening a Viſit, and found him in his Bed, but 
much better than he was: His Brother Count 54 
fieny who was with him, told me they had both be 
Intentions of kifling your Lordſhip's Hands in WW ſhal 
Holland before your Return, it his Brother's Health Siz 
would permit. Count Philip told me your Lot ſhall 


_ {hip was ſafely arrivd, which I was very glad to dai!) 


hear, the Winds having been very ſtormy and cou to g 

trary fince your Lordſhip's Imbarcation. of 1 
This is all that has occurr'd here fince my Laff 

worth your Lordſhip's Knowledge, and 1 ſhal) not 

fail to give your Honour a conſtant Account 0 
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all Paſſages here whilſt your Lordſhip contindes 
in Holland. | | 
As to the Bufineſs of our Ships, on Saturda 
the Lords of the Admiralty met upon it the art 
time, and have taken into Confideration the George 
of London, and the Jobn of Yarmouth, which are 
two Ships of great Conſideration, and both taken 
by virtue of the 14 Article of the Treaty of 
1667 for want of Paſsports ; and according as 
they ſhall determine upon thoſe, we ſhall be able 
he to give a Judgment of all the reſt ; but theſe 
ds WW Proceedings are ſo ſlow, that they diſhearten all 
zr- dat follow the Buſineſs : The Prefident tells me 
that the Buſineſs of theſe two Ships will take up 
ted their time for four or five Days; and I am told 
the WW that they will not give a Judgment upon any, 
and WY till they have heard all the Caſes depending. 
Many of the Papers and Proceſs are ſtill behind 
ner WY at Offend; but I have moved his Excellency there- 
d i Wl in, who has now ſent an Expreſs for all the re 
| have been with the Prefident and the Counſel- 
lors to defire their Diſpatch of this Buſineſs, ur- 
ging the great Conſequence of it, and the prodi- 
gious Charge our Merchants are at in their Proſe- 
cution, beſides the Loſs they muſt needs ſuffer in 
their periſhable Goods, though their Ships ſhould 
be deliver d. They tell me that Satisfaction 
ſhall be given to the laſt Farthing, where their 
Seizure cannot be juſtified, and that no Buſineſs 
ſhall interfere till this be diſpatched z of the 
daily Progreſs they make therein I ſhall not fail 
to give your Lordſhip a particular Account, and 
o whateyer elſe may be worth your Honour's 
Notice, 


At 
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At preſent I have nothing elſe to add, but 
humbly to ſubſcribe my ſelf with all imaginable 
Zeal and Duty, | EA 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Your Honour i moſt humble, moſt obedient, 


and moſt entirely devoted Servant, 


* * ©) R. B. 


y © Braſſeli, November the 28*", 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, - 93? 
H* Excellency being much unſatisfied with 

1 the unuſual Delays made by the States in 
Flanders concerning their Subſidies for the Year 
enſuing, has thereupon thought neceſſary for fe. 
moving all Difficulties, and bringing that Matter 
to a ſpeedy Iſſue, which is of ſo great Conf: 


- quence for carrying on the War, to ſend for thoſe 


States hirher, and accordingly they are all expr- 
Qed here this Night, (vis.) two Abbots for the 
Eccleſiaſticks, two Deputies for Bruges, two for 
the Free, two for Gaunt, and two for Ypres ; and 
till theſe have adjuſted their Proportions for Far 
ders, all the other Provinces are at a ſtand. The 
true Reaſon of this their long Delay, is the great 
Poverty that Province is really reduced to; fo that 


know 


when they have adjuſted their Quota's, the f 


great; 
ching 
leur * 
Excel! 
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know not which way to raiſe the Money, this 
| War having brought ſuch Miſery upon them , 
which has made them much inclinable to Peace, 
if an honourable one may be procur'd. 

The Prince of Vaudemont goes in few Days for 
Spain, in relation to the Affairs of this Country 
5 well as for his own particular Concerns, ha- 
ing receiv'd a Paſsport from France for his free 
Paſſage. f 
) We hear from Liege, that General Spork has ſent 

thither ro demand Quarter there for five Regi- 
8. rents of his Army this Winter; and that unleſs 
tey will admit it, he will endeavour to force 

them. It's ſaid, that he has detached Three thou- 
— WT find Men towards Treves, and that he will en- 

dezvour to reduce Bouillon and Thuin, the laſt of 
" will much incommode Charleroy ; but we 

think it will not ſe eaſily be taken as Dinant. II 
he have Succeſs in thoſe Places, he will then 
make Incurſions into the French Territories, and 
Winter- quarter upon their Borders. 

His Excellency has this Day receiv'd Letters 
om Germany, by which he is aſſured that the 
greateſt part of the Conlederates Armies are mar- 
ching towards Burgundy, thereby to oblige Mon- 
leur Turenne to decamp. By the ſame Letters his 
txcellency hath receiv'd ſome Advice in relation 
bo Burgundy, with which he is much pleas'd, not 
(oubting but that a conſiderable Deſign now in 
und will ſuddenly take Effect, which will prove 
much to the Advantage of the Spaniſh Intereſt 
nd their Allies. 

There is nothing here more worthy your Lord- 
lips Notice, but what the incloſed Paper will 
kl your Honour; and therefore | ſhall end your 

. preient 
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preſent Trouble, by ſubſcribing my ſelf with all 


imaginable Duty and Obſcrvance. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tour Honour's moſt humble, moſt obedient, 


and moſt intirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


The Buſineſs of our Ships continues in the 
ſame Poſture, this firſt Proceſs not being like to 
be ended this four or five Days. 


„ pp ˖—h——p ů ——̃ —e— —U—¾ —̃— — —— — 


Bruſſels, December the 3, 1674. 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, . 


| 6" Friday Morning being inform'd by Mr. Lyncb 


che Conſul, that he had the Night betore 
been ſerv'd with an Order by the Court of Admi- 
ralty here in the Caſe of rhe George of London; 
we thereupon went to conſult with Council 
therein, who much wondring at the unuſual Se. 
verity thereof, adviſed I ſhould that Day preſent 
a Memorial ro his Excellency, which I did accot- 
dingly, and took Mr. Lynch with me. I acquain. 
ted his Excellency with the Strangeneſs of ſuch 
Proceedings, that the Court of Admiralty by an 
interlocutory Order ſhould appoint the Lading o 
a Ship of Ten thouſand Pounds Value, being all 
Piece-Goods, and no periſhable Commodities g 
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be fold by the Capers without Caution, and be- 
fore a definitive Sentence; and that neither the 
Parties concern d, nor their Council had ſeen che 
Proofs, or any of their Proceedings, and there- 
fore pray'd his Excellency would interpoſe his 
Authority tor ſtopping the Sale not only of this, 
but of all other Ships belonging to any of his 
Majeſty's Subjects, till a definitive Sentence had 
been given, and his Excellency conſulted therein. 
And that for the Original Contract in this parti- 
B. cular Caſe, of which they had an authentick 

Copy, we would engage it ſhould be brought 
te BY bither in fifteen Days, an Expreſs being ſent to 
Ofend for it. But in caſe upon fight of that Con- 
act the Proceſs ſhould go for the Owners, it 
would be impoſſible for them to have Reſtitution, 
if this Sale ſhould be permitted, ſince it was 
well known at what Rates the Capers us'd to ſell, 
and that no more could be anfwer'd than for what 
74. WM they fold. 


His Excellency in his Anſwer was very ſhort, 


and ſomething quick, and told us, that their Pro- 
yuh Wl cxedings here were no more unuſual than ours in 
fore WM £12/and, for that there was at this time a Cap- 
tain of Ofend- Priſoner in England, without any 
legal Proceſs ; and when I told him it was for an 
unheard-ot Inſolency committed upon one of his 
Majefty's Ships, his Excellency reply d, he ſhould 
then have been ſent back to him that he might 
baye puniſhed him, which was all the Anſwer 
ve could get: And this Morning I have received 
or Anſwer to my Memorial, that I {hould ad- 
Wels my ſelf to the Court ot Admiralty, to whom 
be recommended it to do Juſtice, as it I could 
dot have done that without his Recommendation. 
99 that as far as I can reaſonably judge, we are 

| 2 NOT 
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not like to find any Juſtice amongſt them, at lexf 
it will be attended with fo long Delays and gteat 
Charges, that there will be little difference he. 
twixt our Merchants giving up their Ships, and 
ſeeking Relief. It being a ſevere Truth, that the 
Capers have diſpersd ſo much Money to make an 
Intereſt here, that they account all the Ships they 
have taken as much their own, as if they were 
condemn'd already; and *tis more than probable 
that thoſe Papers are conceal'd which ſhould 
make for the Owner's Advantage, otherwiſe we - 
cannot imagine upon what ground they - could F 
make this Order, the Property of that Ship (a; 0 
Mr. Lynch informs me) and the Lading being re- MI © 
ally prov'd to belong to Engliſh Merchants, and 
was taken going from Dover to Dunkirk , ſo that 
=—_— Proceedings of this we judge all the reſt 
loft. 

They are this Day begun upon Mr. Grawnt' 
Ship that came from Tangrer, and had in her be- 
ſides her rich Lading Forty thouſand Pieces of 
Eight, and we make no queſtion but they wil 
likewiſe condemn her. I have ſent Mr. Secretary 
Coventry à particular Account, to give his Mz 
jeſty full and true Information, and am in ex- 
pectation of receiving Orders from his Honour 
how I ſhall govern my ſelf therein. In the Inte 
rim I conceiv'd it my Duty to give your Lord. 
ſhip this Account, that your Honour may fe 
how Affairs go here; and 1 have incloſed 1 
Copy of the Order for the Sale of rhe Lading 
though there is-alſo a Miſtake in che Original 
Order, naming the Ship St. Foſeph for St. Georg; 
of which if Advantage can be taken it ſhall not 


be loſt. | | 


For 
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For News we have not much ſtirring { Gene- 
ral Spork is at this time battering the Caſtle of 
Huy, which refuſes to receive an imperial Garri. 
ſon ; be has alſo put Garriſons into the Caſtles of 
Hautepene, | Colonburgh , and other Caſtles round 
Liege, which gives 2a great Alarm to that City, 
fearing his coming thither after he hath reduc'd 


"This Morning the Prince of Vaudemont is gone 
for Madrid, and Baron de Bergeyk is haſtning for 
England with all ſpeed, and goes from hence this 
Week. His Excellency expreſſes a great Diffatiſ- 
faion and Anger againſt Fonſeca for ſome fooliſh 
Carriage of his in England, the Particulars he does 
not divulge z but he ſaid to one in Confidence, 
that he had ſent him a ſharp Reprimand this laſt 
folt, and would be very cautious how he em- 
ploy d him for the future. | 

The Marquis Wargnie is made Governour of 
Bouchain, Marquis de Lede has his Regiment, and 
Monfieur Drubot the former Governour is made 
bovernour of Ayre. — 

The laſt Week his Excellency ſent two of the 
principal Magiſtrates of this City Priſoners to the 
Gltle of Vilvord, for having done ſomething in 
purſuance of their City-Privileges, contrary to 
what his Excellency had commanded, which is 
much reſented by the Citizens; and 'tis faid his 
bre:loncy will find the Effects of it, when he 
Emands their Subfidies, which he intends to do 
toon as the States of Flanders have agreed with 
im; in order to which the four Members of 
Fander; atriv d here laſt Night, and have this 
Day preſented their Propoſals to his Excellency in 
Nation to their Subſidits, 


On 
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On Wedneſday his Excellency goes hence os 
Tome Days; but whether into Handers, or firſt to 
Antwerp, I am not able to fay. This Day a ſtrid 
Placaert was iſſued, commanding all Officers of 
the Army upon à ſevere Penalty to quit this City 
within fix Hours, and to repair immediately tg 
their reſpective Charges and Garriſons, whereby Wl , 
tis judged his Excellency intends to take a Tum 
to view his Garriſons in Flanders. 

J have nothing elſe to add, but humbly to 
ſubſcribe my ſelt with all imaginable Zeal au WI ;,, 


Duty, 


En 8la Cauſſe de Eſti- In the Cauſe of Ste. 


enne Lintz autho- 
rizè par procure de 
Jean Kint, Jean 
Smitz, & Jaques 
Welenſton Mar- 
chands de Londres, 
Suppliant, par Re- 
queſte du Onſieme, 
May 1674. Contra 
les Armeurs du 
Capitain Francois 
Belten Defendans. 


E tout Ven aupara- 
vant faire droit en 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Dur Honour's moſt humble, moft obedient, 
and moſt entirely devoted Servant, 


Hine ſeen the whol 


R. B . 5 

4 

Wren, 

phen Lintz, auth Wir 
rized by Letter of W'"*» 
Attorney from ohu i , 
Kent, fol Smith, 


and James Welen- 
ſton Merchants 0 
London, Compla 
nant, by Petition of 
the 11" of Ma 
1674. againſt th 
Owners of the Pn 
varteer of Capt. Fran 
cois Belten. Def. 


Proceedings beto! 
defini 


[ dfnitive le Conſeil &“ 
0 Wl Cinſeiliers entrevenant or- 
a inne ment d Office au ſup- 
1 laut d exhiber le Con- 
7 traff de Vente du Navire 
„o nme le St. Foſeph en 
, de quinziome Feb- 
mn vier dernier, dont fait 

nent ion la declaration 
. que Maiſtre Rogier Crefort 


Merchand de Nieuport a 
fat par devant le Magi- 
frat de la dite ville de 
; Newport le ſecond de 
% Wl: auſy dernier, & 
B. . endeant quinxe Fours 
4 inſinuation per emp- 
mement, a paine de for- 
ſen, & que droict ul- 
eieurement ſerat faict 1 
> ſans prejudice de ce, 
e meſme Conſel & Con- 


lers Interyenans accor- 


JG 4 defendeurs la 
bs 0 barge y vente pro vi- 
2 meles des Marchandiſes 
on 08 9ue/t ion ſelon ſcylle p 


Jervant les deſpens en 
ive, faict au Con- 
8 ſupreme de Þ Admi- 


2 Pi le du Roy ten a 
Fran mxelles le 28 Novembre 
Def. Wi14. Signe 


N. de Gottignies, 
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giving a final Sentence, 
the Council and Coun- 
ſellers interpoſing, do or- 
der the Complainant to 
— — _ Bill p Sale 
of the Ship the St. Zoſeph 

dated eg do of . 
ry laſt paſt, whereof men- 
tion is made in the De- 
claration which Mr. Ro- 
gier Crefort Merchant at 
Newport did make be- 
fore the Magiſtrate of 
the ſaid City of Newport 
the 20 of March alſo laſt 
paſt, and to do this with- 
in afteen days perempto- 
rily after notice given, 
on Penalty of being fore- 
cloſed,and final Sentence 
given thereupon; and 
this without prejudice 
hereto, rhe ſaid Council 
and Counſellors interpo- 
ling, give leave to the 
Detendants to unlade , 
and proviſionally expoſe 
ro Sale the Wares and 
Merchandiſes in Debate 
according to Cuſtom , 


ſaving of Coſt till Sen- 


rence pronounced. Done 
in the ſupreme Council 
of the Admiralty of the 


King, held at Bru/ſe/s the 
M Copie 
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28th of November 1 674. 

Signed | 

N. de Gottignies, t 

Copie de Ia Relation Copy of the Order. 
| 1. . 0 

- Inſinuatio facta per me Notice then given by f 
le 29. Novembre me the 2970 of No. Wl ti 
1674. eſtoit  ſoub- vember 1674. un- WM 6 
Aue der. ſigned Ir 

W 


A, Lombaerts. A. Lombaerts, 


Bruſſels, December the 6w 1674, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip 7 


1 Morning early his Excellency ac 
1 companied in his Coach with Marquis Bu. 
gemenie and my Lord Caſtlehawven (his two Boſom- 
Favourites) went for Flanders, and lay laſt Night 
at Bever, two Leagues from Antwerp in the way 
to Gaunt, where they are this Night, and will be 
abſent from hence till the middle of the next 
Week. The publick Occaſion of his Excellency 
Voyage is diſcoursd to be, to adjuſt the Marter 
of the Subſidies in that Province for the Year er 
ſuing, the four Members of Flanders being this 
Day gone down after him. But the private Ret 
ſon is whiſper'd to be ſome intended Defign towards 


the French Conquelts; and Iam told in Condens 
that 
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4, Wl that che States of Flanders have privately repreſen- 
ted to his Excellency, that the only way for them 
ies, Wl to give him Satisfaction in the Point of the Subſi- 
dies, will be to fix a Quarter in Ferns, which is 
. MW nopen Place left by the French; and by poſſeſſing 
of it will make an Addition of Four or five thou- 
by WY find Rations daily, and will command Contribu- 
Ne- WY tion to the Walls of Dunkirk and Winnoxberg 1 
ſo that it is believed his Excellency will ſend ſome 
Troops to take Poſſcſſion of it, and make it a 
Winter-quarter, and that he will nor rerurn from 
Randers till that bufineſs be effected. 

This Morning Count de Raſch went towards 
Flanders with the Troops that were here and in 
the adjacent Places, and the Troops in Louvain and 
thoſe Quarters are march'd towards Liege to join 
wh Monſieur Louvigny and the [1perialifts, who 
ne in great hopes ot being tuddenty. Maſters ot 
he City and Cittadel of Liege, and of making the 
Cardinal of Baden Coadjuror to the Prince. 

[tis written from that Army, that rhey have poſ- 
kid all the Eminencies round about Liege and ve- 
Y near to the Town, having taken all tie Poſts 


2erls, 


674. 


y 20 
3 Bu- 


yſom ent are neceſſary to prevent any thing going in 
Night" out to them on both fides the Mewſe, and Have 
> Wied 2 principal Quarter at the Chaiter- boute, 


ut there are great Diſorders in the City, the 
ay of the Imperialits being ready to cut the 
woats of the French Party, fo that they doubt 


vill be 
> next 
ency 


Mattei t but they ſhall be receiv'd into the City, and te- 
ar ence that Cittadel under the Emperor's Obedience, 
g wie Preſence of the Cardinal having made great 
e Re lerations in the Affections of that People. 

ward Lo morrow Morning Count Egmond goes hence 


adence er Flanders, being appointed Commitlioner by his 
that M 2 Excellency, 
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Excellency, with ſome Commiſſaries fot eleQins g 
new Magiſtrates through all the Cities in Ha. de 
ders for the Year enſuing. i 
He has ſent to Marquis d“ Ancre at Aeth for 1 
Paſſport, that they may not be put to any troy. 
ble in their Voyage, which he expects this Night 
by a Trumpet, as does alſo Baron de Bergeyk, why 
is prepared to go for England, his Excellency ha. 
ving ſent to his Majeſty to defire a Yacht for his 
Tranſportation; but the Weather has been þ 
bad, that we have four or five Packets lying x 
Newport, and we now want three from England: 
The Marquis Ragi and Marquis Imperial; being 
very defirous to ſee England, do take the Advan 


tage of going over with Monſieur Bergeyk. [ 

Our Letters from France give us an Accoui ny 
that the Chevalier de Roban, Madam de Villars, i fub 
Chevalier de Preaux, and a School-matter wag Dut 


beheaded the 27*" paſt. 
And we are told from Germany, that the Di 
viſions amongſt the Confederate Generals are i 
creaſed ſinte the Retreat of Mareſchal Tyurem! 
and that the Elector of Brandenburgb has abſi 
Jutely refuſed to advance any farther with hi 
Army, as was defired by ſome of the others 
declaring he will not ruin his Army which | 
may have need of at home; which Reſolutio 
has not only hindred their following Mareſch 
_— but alſo their advancing into B 
undy. 
K The buſineſs of our Ships goes on as it di 
they condemning all that come before them 
That Ship wherein was the Money that can 
from Tangiers, they have not condemned, d 
they have given an Order to the Maſter to 
80 
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gree with the Capers as well as he can; and if 
he does not, they will then give a Sentence in 
it, I have given a particular Account of all their 
Proceedings to Mr. Secretary Coventry, and am 
in daily ExpeCtation of receiving ſome D 

therein. I did this Day diſcourſe the thing with 
the Baron Bergeyk, who tells me his Excellency 
has yet given him. no Orders concerning that 
Affair, but that he ſhall ſpeak with him about 
it in Flanders. 

We are this Night or to morrow in expeQa- 
tion of our Spaniſh Courier, and by the next I 
ſhall give your Lordſhip an Account what we 
receive from thence. | 

| have nothing elſe to add, but after laying 
my ſelf low at your Honour's Feet humbly to 
ſubſcribe my ſelf with all poſſible Zeal and 


Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Your Honour s mo#t humble, mo#t obedient, 


and mo#t intirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


M 3 Bruſſels 
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Bruſſels, December the 9, 1674 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
1 Am to reQifie a Miſtake in my laſt, of 

Count de Raſche's going for Flanders, he be- 
ing ſent to Gvelders to take a Review of the 
Troops there and in Limburg, Monlieur Louvignie 
being appointed ro do the like in Lutzenbuy, 
Lieutenant General Agourto is gone to Hamault 
and Cambray upon the ſame Account, and Lieu- 
tenant General Marco de Velaſco is gone to St, 0. 
mers to review the Troops in Artois. His Excel. 
lency will himſelf take a View of his Troops in 
Flanders, and ths Duke de Villa Hermoſa of this 
Frovince, whereby his Excellency may have a true 
Account in what Condition his Troops are, and 
be the better enabled to take his Meaſures for 
preparing againſt the next Campaign. 

We hear from Flanders that his Excellency is 
{till at Gaunt, not having yer accorded with the 
States for the next Year's Subſidies, wherein t 
thought- they will abate eight thouſand Ration 
of what they paid the laſt Year. Before bis Ex 
cellency's Return, tis ſaid, he will take a turn i 
Often, to ſee in what Condition the great Wal 
of the Slace is, as alſo to ſee ſome Horſes, a nil 
Coach, and a great Quantity of rich Hanging 
imbarked for Sram, which he is ſending to tl 


Queen Regent as 2 Pre ſent. 


On Thurſday Night the Spanh˙ Ordinary att 


ved here, by whoſe Letters there is no Appes 


ance ot his Excellency $ leaving this Grovernmen 
nor of Don Juan s coming hither; that ” the 
l 3 
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Preparations in Spain, both by Land and Sea, are 
deſign d for reducing of Myine, all that Affair 
being wholly remitted to the Care of Don Juan, 
who goes in Perſon into Ttaly Vicar General, and 
s to command all the King of Spains Domini- 
ons there and in Sicily, for the better carrying on 
the War againſt the rebellious Meſineſes ; that 
thete are no Preparations for any Supplies for 
theſe Provinces, nor any Maſter de Camp Ge- 
reral named, nor any Governor for the Province 
of Namur, but that Monies will be remitted hi- 
ther by Chriſtmas. | 

The Duke of Arſabott is fallen here dangerouſly 
ick of a continued violent burning Feaver , he 
tath been three times let Blood in the Arm, and 
the Feaver ſtill continuing, he was this Morning 
et Blood in the Foot; the Feaver is accompany- 
a with a great Oppreſſion of Flegm and Choler 
it his Stomach, and not without ſome ill Symp- 
toms, which occaſions frequent Conſultations a- 
mongſt all the Doctors in Town. 

Baron de Bergeyk has been ſomething indiſpo- 
kd theſe two Days, which has retarded his go- 
ng for Flanders, but he now intends to depart to 
Morrow, and after receiving his Excellency' In- 
lructions to haſten to Ofend, in Expectation of 
meeting a Yatch for bis Tranſportation, his Excel- 
Ekncy having written to his Majeſty for one. We 
ue here four Poſts behind from England, and we 
tz inform'd that both Packets were tourrzen Days 
It Newport, and could not get out to Sea till 
Wedneſday laſt. 

As tor the Buſineſs of our ſecured Ships, the 
Court of Admiralty daily proceed here, and do 


tow acknowledge the Articles of 67 as the Rule 
M 4 to 
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to walk by, and do nothing in any Caſe before 
them without conſulting thoſe Articles. 

There hath been two or three Ships condemn'q 
by them, occaſion d purely by the Confeſſions and 
Depoſitions of the Maſters and Seamen, who ac- 
knowledge their Bills of Lading to be falſe, and 
Aken only pro forma, and that their true Bills of WM 
Lading were ſent over Land from Bourdeaux to Dim: | 
kirk, whither they-were really bound. | 

The Maſter of the Ship that came from Jun. 
ier has alſo compounded, fearing a Sentence 2. 
gainſt him; moſt of his Mony and Lading being 
taken in at Cadiz, upon French Account , and the 
Ship really belonging to a French Man at St. Ma. 
loes, as he himſelf voluntarily conſeſſed to the Ad- 
miralty of Oſtend. 

[ muſt not omit likewiſe to acquaint your 
Lordſhip, that upon a more narrow Enquiry we 
find there has been much Deceit uſed by the Ma- 
ſters of many of thoſe Ships in queſtion , that 
after they have been laded in France, they have 
made to the Downs for their Security, and from 
thence gotten Paſſports from the Mayor of Ds 
ver, and thereby avoided paying his Majeſty's Cu- 
ſtoms; and then they have returned again to- 
wards France by vertue of ſuch Paſſports. And 
ſo after having deceiv'd his Majeſty of his right, 
then they procure his Letters in their Favour, 
This, I can aſſure your Honour, we find to be the 
real Caſe of thoſe Ships that have been hitherto 
queſtion'd, their Bills of Lading being all to Er 
g/ifh Ports, to which they never went, but attet 
being in the Downs have returned back again t0 
French Ports, and ſo taken; which I conceive m 


ſelf obligd to give. your Lordſhip a true e bm; 
| | Coun 
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0 count of, having done the like to Mr. Secreta- 
ry Coventry. However, there ſhall be nothing 
d wanting on my part, either in Care, or diligent 
d Application for their Diſcharge, 
Mi | have nothing more to add in this Particular, 
d nor any thing elſe of News, but what the inclo- 
of kd Paper will inform, and therefore I ſhall end 
. WH your Honour's farther Trouble, by ſubſcribing my 
elf with all imaginable Zeal and Duty, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Your Honour t moſt humble, mo#t obedient, 


and mo#t entirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


* —— 


Bruſſels, December the 13", 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Am told in Confidence, from a very good 
Hand, that this unuſual Proceeding of his 
irherto Excellency . in ſending his Major Generals into 
to El the ſeveral Provinces, has given great Diſtaſts to 


at alter the Governours of thoſe Provinces, and that the 
gain 108 Duke of Arſcbot's Sickneſs was principally occa- 
eve m don d by a Diſguſt he took upon chat Account, and 
e me other il! Uſage from his Excellency, 


coun 


That 
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That the Night preceding his Excellency's gg. 
ing for Flanders he fpake to the Duke to return 
to his Government, who gave him for Anſwer, 
That he would no more return thither, nor inter- 
meddle in his Government, 'till he had Satisfa- 
ction given him in Point of his Honour, and that 
the Privileges of his Government were reſtored to 
him; and that he had written to the Queen to 
know her Pleaſute, whether he ſhould have his 
Privileges made good to him, which were granted 
him by Patent from his Catholick Majeſty; that 
he did not much value the Loſs of his Eſtate in 
this War, which was but a ſmall Sacrifice to his 
Majeſty's Service, but that now his Reputation 
and Honour were at Stake, much dearer to him 
than his Life or Eſtate; and that if the Queen 
thought not fit to do him right in what he def 
red, he would then ſerve his Majeſty with a Pike 
in his Hand, but in no other Capacity ; and that | 
till he ſhould receive her Majeſty's Anſwer, he Ve 
would not return to, nor meddle in his Govern- IS 
ment. This I am afſur'd he ſpake, and much 
more, and that in his Letters to Spain he has min- 
gled much Gall in his Ink. 

Yeſterday his Lady arrived almoſt drown'd in 
Tears, and in the moſt diſconſolate Condition i. 
maginable, finding the Duke extremely ill, ha. 
ving then receiv'd the laſt Rights of the Church, 
and made his Will in Prefence of Duke de ills 
Hermoſa, and many others, there being then little 
Hopes of his Life. The Dutcheſs brought with 
her a Doctor from Mons, who, being better ac 
quainted with the Duke's Conſtitution than the 
Bruſſels Doctors, preſcrib'd him ſomething lat 
Night, which had ſo good Operation that he * 

a 
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ad well, and though his Feaver ſtill continues, yet 
there is this Day great Hopes of his Recovery, 
which much rejoices the Hearts of many, he be- 
ing extremely beloved of all forts, both Civil, Mi- 
litary, and Religious, and his Death in this Con- 
juncture would be an unvaluable Loſs to this 
Country, | 

Monſieur Ia Motte has been alſo dangerouſly 
fick, - but not ſo much griev'd for; he is now upon 
his Recovery, and Baron Bergeyk is ſo well that 
he reſolves to go to Morrow to meer his Excel- 
lency at Antwerp, hoping there to receive his Di- 
ſpatches, that he may from thence go forward 
towards Offend. 

We hear from Luxemburgh , the Prince de 
Chimay is ſo much unſatisfied with Monſieur 
Louvignies coming thither, with a Power Inde- 
pendent from his, that he is coming hither in 
great Diſcontent, and will not return to his Go- 
vernment whilſt the other ſtays there. The like 
Is fear'd will be done by Prince Roebeck in Artozs, 
and Prince Aammy in Gueldres, which the Count 
de Raſch well toreſeeing, offered to lay down his 
Commiſſion to his Excellency, rather than go 
thither, affirming it would be to his Majeſty's 
Differvice ; however, his Excellency would hear 
no Excuſe, but he muſt either go to Ruremond or 
Vilvord Caſtle. 

Neither are the Governours of Provinces only 
dillatisfyed in this Particular, but alſo that his 
Excellency has placed Sur Intendants in each 
Province to beard the Governours, and are as 
Controllers upon them; they being never uſed in 
any of theſe Provinces but only in Flanders, where 


the Sur. Intendant commands as Governour. 
Theſe 


| ( 1752 ) | | 
Theſe are all the viſible Preparations which 
ate made here for this next Campaign, the Con- 


ſequence of which may be eafily foreſeen. And 


though they generally rail againſt Count de Horn, 
de Ruiter, and Van Trump, for doing nothing in 
their Behalf at Sea, yet they hope to be more vi. 

orouſly aſſiſted the next Campaign by Land, by 

is Highneſs the Prince of Orange, upon whom 
all their Hopes depend; there being no talk of 
any Supplies from Spain, neither are they recrui- 
ting their Troops nor making any Levies, whilſt 
they find great Difficulty to pay thoſe they have, 
and are this Year fallen two Months ſhort of what 
they promis d; but in the new Conqueſts we are 
told the French make all imaginable Prepa- 
—_— | | 

The Province of Flanders have at laſt agreed 

for their next Years Subſidies at fifteen thouſand 
Rations, the one half of what his Excellency de- 
manded, and eight thouſand leſs than they gave 
laſt Year, declaring they know not where to 
raiſe this, and their Propofition of fixing a Quar- 
ter at Fuerns, for increaſing their Subſidies, was 

not accepted by his Excellency. 5 
This Abatement in their Subſidies will be fol. 
lowed by this Province, eſpecially by this City, 
who ſem much unſatisfy' d tor Impriſonment of 
their Magiltrates, which they are like to ſhew 
when Occaſion ſerves. 

it is whiſper'd here very ſtrongly, that though 
his Excellency leaves not this Government ſo foon 
as was expected, yet that he will be removed 
before the next Campaign, it being confidently 
reported the Duke de Villa Hermoſa ſhall ſucceed 
him, at leaſt for ſome time, and great o_ 
2 
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aud Applications are already made to him upon 
that Account; and I am aſſur'd from a good Hand 
that there is more than ordinary ground for it, 
and that the principal Cauſe of Prince Vaudemont s 
Departure ſor Spain was to ſecure to himſelf the 
Charge of General of the Horſe. 

Duke de Montalto has made a ſtep hither from 
Gaunt, whilſt his Excellency has been there, not 
enduring the ſmell of the Court, and fo ſoon as 
he hears his Excellency is at Antwerp, he will 
rerurn to Gaunt. | 

Our Letters from Aix la Chappelle tell us, that 
the Prince de Salm continues {till very ill, with 
2 Bruife he received by a Fall in his Coach; 
and the laſt Letters from S:rasbargh fay, the Con- 
federates (notwithſtanding they are in their Win- 
ter Quarters) have left eight thouſand Men in 
their Camp near that City, which are releived 
each fifteen Days, that there is great fear leſt the 
Duke de Hannover ſhould joyn bis Forces with 
the Swedes z but of all theſe Affairs cis needleſs 
to give your Lordſhip an Account, fince it comes 
much earlier and truer to the Hague than hither. 

As to the Buſineſs of our Merchants, the Ad 
miralty fit daily, and condemn all Ships that they 
bave hitherto queſtion'd; thoſe that are un- 
oubtedly Engliſh Veſſels, and their Lading not 
Counterband Goods, run the ſame Fortune with 
the reſt, for they will hear nothing as to Proof 
on our part; and where there is the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of Fraud, by double Bills of Lading, or 
Contradiction in the Teſtimony of the Maſters 
and Mariners, they never hear more, but condemn 
tem to loſe all, and to pay Coſt and Charges. 


of 


. 
Of all theſe Proceedings I have given particu- 
lar Accounts to Mr. Secretary Coventry, but four 
or five of our Packets being ſtaid at Newport till 
Thurſday in the laſt Week; I have not yet re- 
ceiv'd any farther Directions how to govern my 
ſelf, which I hope to have this Night or to Mor- 
row, we being now two Poſts in Arrear, having 
received three on Tueſday Night. 

I muſt not forget humbly to acknowledge the 
Honour of your Lordſhip's of the 24** palt, S./. 
for which I am to render all poſſible Thanks, 
and ſhall continue to pay my Duty of this kind 
till 1 ſhall receive your Lordſhip's Orders to the 
contrary. In the Interim I beg leave humbly to 
ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Your Honour's moſt humble, moſt obedient, 


and moſt entirely devoted Servant, 


R. B. 


Bruſſels, December the 16, 1674. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

AST Night his Excellency returned hither 
L from Flanders, having ſtay'd two Days at 
Antwerp, and notwithſtanding that Province would 


not be induced to give more than Fifteen thouſand 
Rations 


Ee) 
Rations: Yet they have made his Excellency a 
confiderable Preſent as to bis own Particular of 
One hundred thouſand Crowns, a great part of 
which his Excellency has diſpoſed of at Amrwerp 
in fine Pictures, Hangings and other Curiofities to 
ſend for Spain. | 5 | 

This Day the News was very warm at Court, 
that the Inperialiſts under the Command of Prince 
de Baden Dourlach to the number of Twelve thou- 
ſind Horſe have entred Burgundy, whillt on the 
other hand the Duke of Lorrain has made a great 
lncurſion into his own Territories, and that many 
have taken Arms with him : It's alfo written that 
Briſack is very much ſtreighten d, moſt of the 
Mills about the Town being deftroy'd, and the 
Town ſo blocked up on all fides, with ſo many 
feople in it, that they will ſuddenly be reduced 
to great Neceſſities. | 

tters of a late Date from Laxenbargh tell us, 
the Prince de Chimay their Governour is fallen ſud- 
denly and dangeroully ill of a Lethargy, but there 
mas hopes ot Recovery. 

The Duke of Arſcbet is till alive, though not 
B. ely long to continue fo. Yeſterday his Brother 
the Prince of Arembergh came, but he knew him 
ot; yet laſt night ſome knowledge came to him, 
and he reſted pretty well, which gave ſome hopes 
tb thoſe about him; but the Dottors deſpair of 
674 iim, but ſay he may linger a day or two. 

Don Pedro Ronquilio bas been upon his way hi- 

ter fince the 234 of the laſt Month, when he 

vithet barted from Tbern intending to come by the way 

ys 21 l Hambargh, from thence to Amferdam, and ſo 

would biber in his way for England; bur being like to 

uſand {Wake ſome ſtay here before his going tor Eugland, 

tions; his 
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his Excellency is thereupon: haſtning the Bar 
Bergeyk, who came hither to me whillt 1 wa 
writing this Letter, to tell me, that his Excellg 
cy has commandeddiis ure to morrow:Map 
ning early, expecting the Yacht will be arrived 
Oftend before him, Secretary Coventry having writ 
ten to me by the laſt INE Orders were dl 
patched fora Yacht. 
I am this Afternoon told by Letters fois 
Lord Clare and Mr. Meredi:b, that your Lordi 
is returning on Tueſday; and therefore l chough 
not fit tg loſe-this Opportunity of wiſhing yal 
Lorin a more gentle Paſſage into England thi 
ae ph of it, and to ſubleribe = — 
all pſible Zealand Duty, GT, S115: 20 
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2 May it pleaſe your Lordſhip,” | 3 
Dur Hononr off bumble, mo## bodies 
and mii} entirely devoted Sram, 


r 
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